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PREFACE. 



I HAVE endeavoured in the present work to exliibit a 
comprehensive view of the Differential Calculus on the 
method of Limits. In the more elementary portions I have 
entered into considerable detail in the explanations with the 
hope that a reader who is without the assistance of a tutor 
may be enabled to acquire a competent acquaintance with 
the subject. To the different Chapters will be found ap- 
pended Examples sufficiently numerous to render another 
book unnecessary. These examples have been selected 
almost exclusively from the College and University Ex- 
amination Papers ; the greater part of them will be found 
to present no very serious difficulty to the student, although 
a few may require peculiar analytical skill. 

I have frequently given more than one investigation of 
a theorem, because I believe that the student derives ad- 
vantage from viewing the same proposition under different 
aspects, and that, in order to succeed in the examinations 
which he may have to imdergo, he should be prepared for 
a considerable variety in the order of arranging the several 
branches of the subject, and for a corresponding variety in 
the mode of demonstration. 

In the composition of the first edition of tliis work, while 
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Vi PBEFACE. 

trusting mainly to independent knowl^ge and judgment, I 
derived assistance from the labours of well known authors on 
the subject, especially Coumot, De Morgan, Moigno, Navier, 
and Schlomilch. In the subsequent editions a considerable 
amount of fresh matter has been introduced, and this rests 
almost exclusively on my own authority; increased experience 
as a teacher naturally gave stronger confidence to the writer. 
Thus the work now contains on the whole much that is 
original in substance, and much that is new in form. 

The present edition has been careftiUy revised and some- 
what enlarged. I have examined with attention and interest 
treatises on the Differential Calculus recently published by 
eminent mathematicians, in order to discover if the methods 
of explaining and developing the principles of the subject 
had gained any real improvement duiing the last twenty 
years. I have not however found reason for concluding that 
I could with advantage make any essential change in this 
elementary work. 

I have much reason to be grateful for the approbation 
bestowed by teachers and students on this volume, the 
first of a long series relating to various branches of mathe- 
matics. My thanks are especially due to Professor Battaglini 
of Naples for the honour which he has conferred on me by 
translating my treatises on the' Differential and the Integral 
Calculus into Italian. 

I. TODHUNTER. 

St John's CoLLEas, 
April, 187 1. 

Since the foregoing Preface to the fifth edition was 
printed the work has obtained increased favour both at home 
and abroad, and translations of it have appeared in Eussia 
and in India. An elementary treatise on Laplace's Functions, 
Lam^s Functions, and BesseFs Functions, designed as a sequel 
to the volumes on the Differential and Integral Calculus, has 
since been published. 

January, 1878. 
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DIFFERENTIAL CALCULUS. 

CHAPTER I. 

DEFINITIONS. LIMIT. INFINITE. 

1, Suppose two quantities which axe susceptible of 
change so connected that if we alter one of them there is 
a consequent alteration in the other, this second quantity 
is called a. function of the first. Thus if a? be a symbol to 
which we can assign different numerical values, such ex- 
pressions as x', 3*, log Xy and sin x, are all functions of x. 
If a function of x is supposed equal to another quantity, 
as for example sina?=^, then both quantities are called 
variables, one of them being the independent variable and 
the other the dependent variable. An independent vari- 
able is a quantity to which we may suppose any value 
arbitrarily assigned ; a dependent variable is a quantity the 
value of which is determined as soon as that of some in- 
dependent variable is known. Frequently when we are 
considering two or more variables it is in our power to fix 
upon whichever we please as the independent variable, but 
having once made our choice we must admit no change 
in this respect throughout our operations; at least such 
a change would require certain precautions and transfor- 
mations. 

2. We generally denote functions by such symbols as 

■^(^)'/(^)> ^ (^)» '^ (^)' ^^^ *^® li^^®> ^^ variable being 
denoted by x. Such an equation bs i/=^ (x) implies that 
the dependent variable y is so connected with the independent 
variable x, that the vsdue of y becomes known as soon as 
that of a? is given, and that if any change be made in the 
numerical value assigned to x, the consequent change in y 
can be found. 4> 

T. D. C. B 
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2 DEFINITIONS. 

3. The student has probably already had occasion to 
consider the meaning of the terms *' variable quantity" and 
" function" which we have here introduced. In treatises on 
the conic sections, for example, the e<|uation y =2 Vo^ occurs, 
where a? is a general symbol to which different numerical 
values may be assigned, and a is a symbol to which we 
suppose some invariable numerical value assigned, and which 
is therefore called a " constant." For every value given to x 
we can deduce the corresponding numerical value of y. In 
the equation y=2 '^ax, since the value of y depends upon 
that of a as well as that of x, we may say that y is a function 
of a and x. Hence such symbols may be used as F{a, x) 
to denote a function of both a and x ; and such an equation 
as y=(f> (x, z, t) indicates that y is a function of the three 
quantities denoted by the symbols x, z, and t 

4. In the equation y=2'JaXy if we know that a is to be 
a constant quantity throughout any investigation on which 
we may be engaged, we shall frequently not require to be 
reminded of this constant, and shall continue to speak of y 

as a function of x. So the equation y = - aJ {a^—x^ may be 

Of 

represented by y=(f> (x), where we express only that sym- 
bol X which throughout our investigations will be considered 
variable. 

5. If the equation connecting the variables x and y be 
such that y alone occurs on one side, and on the other side 
some expression involving x and not y, we say that y is 
an explicit function of x. When an equation connecting x 
and y is not of this form, we say that y is an implicit function 
of 0?. Thus if y=aa?+bx-\-c, we have y an explicit function 
of X. If ay*— 26a?y+ca;*-f ^=0 we have y an implicit fimc- 
tion of X. The words implicit function assume that y really 
is a function of a? in the sense in which we have used the 
word function. This assumption may be seen to be true in 
the example given, for we can by the solution of a quadratic 
equation exhibit y as a function of a? ; or rather we can infei 
that y must be one of two explicit functions of x, namely 
^^^Y^ex &^+V{(y-ac) x'^ag] ^^ bx^^/{{b'--ac) x'--ag} ^ ^^ 

a a * 

shall return to this point hereafter, in Art. 58. 
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EXAMPLES OF A LDIIT. 3 

6. Explicit functions may be divided into algebraical and 
transcendental The former are those in which the only 
operations indicated are addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division, and the raising of a quantity to a known power 
or the extraction of a known root; the latter are those which 
involve other operations, as exponential functions, logarithmic 
functions, and trigonometrical functions. We suppose hero 
that the number of the operations indicated is finite ; for as 
we shall see hereafter a transcendental function may be equi- 
valent to an infinite series of algebraical functions. 

To the independent variable in an equation we may 
suppose any value assigned, either positive or negative, as 
great as we please or as small as we please. If we suppose 
a series of different values assigned to x, beginning with 
some negative value numerically very large and gradually 
increasing algebraically up to some large positive value, 
the series of values we obtain for y X!fi2i.y present to us very 
different results. For example, if y = a;', then the values 
of y will form a series beginning with a negative value 
numerically large, and increasing algebraically up to a large 
positive value. If y = a?*, the values of y are always positive, 
and form a series first decreasing and then again increasing. 
If y=^is/{a^-'a?), then the values of y are unreal for every 
value of X not contained between —a and +a. 

7. We proceed to another example more important for 

our purpose. Suppose y = :j , and consider the series of 

values which y assumes when to x are assigned different 
positive values. When a? = 0, y = 0, and when x has any 
positive value, y is a positive proper fraction. If we 

put y in the form 1 — :j , we see that as x increases 

so does y, but y being a proper fraction can never be so 

great as imity. The difference of y from unity is ; 

X "t" X 

this fraction diminishes as x increases, and can he made 
smaller than any a>ssigned fraction, however small, hy 
giving a suffidenily great valine to x. Thus if we wish 

y to differ from unity by a quantity less than - ■ , 

B2 
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4 EXAMPLES OF A LIMIT. 

make a? =100,000, and the required result is obtained. If 
we wish y to differ from unity by a quantity less than 

AAA AAA » make a? = 1,000,000, and the required result is 
1,000,000 

obtained. Under these circumstances we say **the limit of 

y when x increases indefinitely is unity." 

8. The importance of the notion of a limit cannot be 
over-estimated ; in fact the whole of the Differential Calculus 
consists in tracing the consequences which follow from that 
notion. The student has probably already fallen upon cases 
in which the word limit has been used, to which it will be 
useful to recur. For example, the sum of tiie geometrical pro- 
gression 1 ,+ i + i + i + . . . contiijiued. to n terms is 2 — ^r^^rj , 

and hence he has deduced the result that the limit of the 
series when the number of terms is indefinitely increased 
is 2. 

9. A very important example of a limit occurs in works 
on Trigonometry. It is there shewn that if denote the 

circular measure of an angle, the fraction — p— will, if d be 

diminished indefinitely, approach as near as we please to 

unity. In other words the limit of — p— , as continually 

diminishes, is unity. We shall express this by saying " the 

limit of ^ , when = 0, is unity;" that is, we use the 

words *'when = 0" as an abbreviation for '* when is 
continually diminished towards zero^' or for "when is 
diminished without limits 

10. The proposition "the limit of —p, when 0=0, is unity'* 

is sometimes expressed thus, ".^-^— = 1, when 0=0," or 

" sin ^ = 0, when = 0." It miist however he most carefully 
remembered that such expressions are only abbreviations and 
cannot be understood absolutely. In like manner the result 
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MEAKma OFTHE WORD INFINITE. o 

obtained in Art. 7, namely that the limit of ; when x 

increases indefinitely is tinity, would be sometimes expressed 
thus, "when x is infinite equals unity." Here both 

X "T" X 

parts of the sentence are abbreviations: *'when x is infinite** 
can only be considered as meaning "when x is increased 

X X 

without limit/* and "- — - equals unity" means strictly " 

X "T" X X "T" X 

can be made to diflfer from unity by as small a quantity 
jBus we please." 

X 

11. In the example y = let us now ascribe to x 

^ ^ x-^ 1 

negative values. Put — « for a? ; thus y = . Now sup- 
pose 2? to change gradually from to 1 ; the numerator, of ?/ 
is positive and continually increasing, while the denominator 
is negative and numerically continually diminishing. The 
value of f/ then is negative and numerically continually in- 
creases, and by taking z suflBciently near to unity we may 
make y as great OjS we please ; that is, as z approaches unity 
y has no finite limit. For the sake of shortness, this is some- 
times expressed thus, "y is infinite, when « = 1;" but it must 
not be forgotten that this last phrase is an abhreviation, and 
must be considered to mean : " by taking z sufficiently near 
to unity y can be made to exceed any assigned magnitude, 
however great." We shall not proceed further with the ex- 
ample ; tlje reader will see that when z is greater than unity 
y is positive, that y continually diminishes as z increases, and 
approaches the limit unity when z increases indefinitely. 

12. The student has already seen an example of the same 
kind as that brought forward in the last Article, for he has 
probably been accustomed to say, " the tangent of an angle 
of 90® is infinity." On reflexion he will see that the only 
way in which a meaning can be given to this statement is 
to consider it an abbreviation of the following: "as we 
increase an angle gradually up to 90®, the tangent of the 
angle increases, and by taking the angle near enough to 90® 
we may make the tangent as great as we please." We can 
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6 DEFINITION OF A LIMIT. 

form no distinct conception of an infinite magnitude, and the 
word can only be used in Mathematics as an abbreviation 
in the manner of the examples here given. 

If to a; the independent variable be ascribed values begin- 
ning with zero and increasing without limit, this is sometimes 
expressed for abbreviation by saying that x increases from 
zero to infinity. 

13. The meaning of the word " limit," or its equivalent 
"limiting value," mil be understood from its use in the 
preceding Articles. The following may be given as a defini- 
tion: "The limit of a function for an assigned value of 
the independent variable, is that value from which the 
function can be made to differ as little as we please, by 
making the independent variable approach its assigned 
value." 

14. In the example " the limit of — ^ = 1 when = 0," it 

is obvious that —g- is never equal to 1 so long as 6 has 
any value different from zero, and if we actually make 
^ = 0, we render the expression —^ unmeaning. In other 

words, although ^ ■ approaches as nearly as we please to 

the limit unity it never actucbily attains that limit Some- 
times in the definition of a limit the words "that value 
which the function never actually attains" have been in- 
troduced. But it is more convenient to omit them ; for if 

cm 
we take any function of a?, say , and ascribe to x any 

value, say 1, we can determine the actual value of the 

function, which in this case would be \, According to the 

definition we have given in the preceding Article we may 

cm 
if we please call J the limit of ^ when a; approaches unity. 

The same holds for any finite value of any function, and 
generally according to the definition of a Umit laid down 
in Art. 13, any actual valu>e of a function may be considered 
us a limiting value. 
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INVESTIGATION OP A LIMIT. 7 

15. Limit of (l + -j. The following theorem, which 

we proceed to demonstrate, is very important. When x 

increases indefinitely ike expression (l +-) approaches a 

certain limit which lies between 2 and 3. 

In the first place suppose x a positive whole number, = m 
say ; we shall prove that the above expression continually in- 
creases with m, but can never reach the value 3. Assuming 
the Binomial Theorem for positive integral exponents, we have 

. m(m-l)(m-2)...{m~(m~ 1)} /l\^ 
'""^ 1 .2 ...m \m/ 

which may be written 

V + m) -^ + I + TT2' + m +••• 

. \ m) \ m) "\ m ) 



1.2...W 



.(1) 



Similarly 

I'^Tw "^"^T"^ 1.2 ■*■ m + 

••• + 1.2...(m+l) "•••(2)- 

Now in the last two series we see that their first and 
second terms are equal, but the third term in (2) is greater 
than the third term in (1); also the fourth term in (2) is 
gieater than the fourth term in (1), and so on; moreover 
in (2) there is one term more than in (1). Hence 

V^lT^) !« greater than (1 + -J . 
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8 INVESTIOATION OP ± LIMIT. 

Therefore if we put m successively equal to 2, 3, 4, &c. the 

expression (l-\ — j continually increases. 

12 3 

But since 1 ,1 ,1 , ... are all positive and 

m m 7n 

all less than unity it follows that the series in (1) cannot be 

greater than 

^■^T"*'rr2'*T:2:3"*'i.2.3.4"*"-'*"i.2...m ^^^' 

however great m may be. 

But the series in (3) is less than the following series, 
which forms a geometrical progression, beginning at the 
second term, 

^ ■*" I ■*■ 2 ■*■ ? ■*■ 2"' '^"•"*" 2^ ' 
that is, the series in (3) is less than 




Hence f 1 H j is less than 3, however great m may be. 

Since then the expression ( 1 H — j continually increases 

with m, but at the same time cannot exceed 3, there must 
be some " limit " towards which it approaches as m is in- 
creased indefinitely. We shall use the symbol e to denote 
this limit, and shall hereafter shew how to calculate its 
approximate value: we say approocimate, for it will prove 
to be an incommensurable number. See Art. 115. 

16. We might perhaps leave it to the student to convince 

himself that the limiting value of ( 1 + - j must be the same 

whether we attribute to a; a succession of integral or of 
fractional values increasing without limit. But it may be 
formally shewn thus. Whatever fractional value be ascribed 
to X there must be two consecutive integers, say m and m + 1, 
between which such fractional value lies. Suppose then 
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INVESTIGATION OF A LIMIT. 9 

1 + - greater than 1 + - and less than 1 H — , where n is put 

for w + 1. 

Then ^1 + iV lies between (l + -^ and (l + -) • 

Suppose a; = m + a=w — )8, so that a and )8 are proper frac- 
tions, then 

( 1 + - J lies between f 1 + - 1 and f 1 H — 1 , 
that is, between 

|(-3T'-{(-s)T\ . 

If a; be now supposed to increase without limit, so also do 
m and n. The limit of [1 + -j and of f 1 H — j is 6, and as 

Q ^ 

1 - — and H — have unity for their limit it foUows that the 
n m '^ 

limit of [1 + -) is e. 

17. We may shew that the limit of ( I + -j is also e 
when X is negative and increases without limit. For put 

a; = — ^, then we have to find the limit of f I j when z 

increases without limit. 

-" ('-r=(^r=(7^)" 



= '- — ^j , where ^ = ^-1, 






Let now x increase numerically without limit, then Zy and 
consequently y, do the same. The limit of f 1 + - j is e, and 

that of 1 + - is unity, and therefore the limit of ( 1 J is e. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 EXAMPLES OF LIMlTa 

18. Since the limit of ( 1 + - J when x increafies indefi- 

1 - 

nitely is e, we see, by putting - = ^, that the limit of {l + z)' 

Su 

when z is diminished indefinitely is also e. Hence we can 

1 

deduce the limit when z^O of (J + az)', where a is any 
constant quantity. For 

{l + azy'^{{l+az)^V. 

Now as z diminishes without limit, so also does az, therefore 

the limit of (1 + az)"" is e, 
1 
and the limit of (1 + az)' is e*. 

19. Since loga(l + -^)'=-log„(l + ^), 

z 

a being any base, we have, by diminishing z indefinitely, 

the limit of i^^^^^^-tf) = the Hmit of log« (1 + ^) % 

= loga^; 
and, putting e for a, 

theUmitof^°^(l±f) = l. 
z 

20. From the equation 

we deduce, by assuming l + z = a'', 

log,(l + «)'=^j. 

Now suppose z to diminish without limit, and therefore also v. 
We have then 

the limit of -^ — - when v = 
a" — 1 

1 

= limit of log„(l + z)' when z^O 

= log««. 
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EXAMPLES OF IIMITS. 11 



Therefore the limit of «::=1 .hen t, = 



logae 

= logea. 

Suppose a = fi'*, 

therefore fi = log^ a, 

. . e'*" — 1 
and the hmit of — when i;=0 is u. 

21. The following results will be found in works on 
Trigonometry. If the variable x diminish indefinitely 

the limit of = J, 

X 

the limit of = 1, 

X 

the limit of = 1. 

X 

22. A few general remarks may be made at the close 
of this Introductory Chapter. It frequently happens that 
a person commencing this subject is discouraged at the outset 
because he cannot discover or imagine any practical appli- 
cation of the somewhat abstruse points to which his attention 
is directed. From what he remembers of the early portions 
of those branches of mathematics with which he is already 
acquainted, he is led to expect that almost as soon as he 
begins the DiflFerential Calculus, he will be able to compre- 
hend its general scope, and to make use of it in solving 
algebraical and geometrical examples; and being disap- 
pointed in this expectation, he is apt to imagine as a reason 
for it, that he has not correctly understood the elementary 
principles of the subject. It may, therefore, be of some 
service to assure him, that the difficulty of which he com- 
plains is probably owing much more to the nature of the 
subject than to his own want of comprehension. The student 
must, of course, leave to his teacher the task of arranging 
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12 INVESTIGATION OF A LIMIT. 

the diflTerent portions of th^ subject he is studying, and of 
selecting the definitions necessary to be understood ; and in 
reading a work on the Differential Calculus, he must be 
satisfied at first with reflecting upon the meaning of the 
definitions, and examining whether the deductions drawn by 
the writer from those definitions are correct ITiere are 
innumerable applications of the elementary principles of the 
Diflferential Calculus, as will be seen m the Chapter on 
Expansions and those following it, but we shall at first 
confine ourselves merely to the logical exercise of tracing the 
consequences of certain definitions. 

A difficulty of a more serious kind which is connected with 
the notion of a limit, appears to embarrass many students 
of this subject, namely, a suspicion that the methods em- 
ployed are only approximative, and therefore a doubt as to 
whether the results are absolutely true.^ This objection is 
certainly very natural, but at the same time by no means 
easy to meet, on account of the inability of the reader to 
point out any definite place at which his uncertainty com- 
mences. In such a case all he can do is, to fix his attention 
very carefully on some part of the subject, as the theory 
of expansions for example, where specific important formulae 
are obtained. He must examine the demonstrations, and if 
he can find no flaw in them, he must allow that results 
absolutely true and free from all approximation can be le- 
gitimately derived by the doctrine of Limits. 

23. The demonstration in Arts. 15, 16 of the proposition 
that ( 1 + - ) tends to some fixed limit as x increases in- 
definitely, has been given in several elementary works on 
the Difierential Calculus, and it is accordingly retained here. 
But the following method, in which the Binomial Theorem 
is not assumed, is worthy of notice. 

We shall first establish two inequalities. 

If )8 and X are positive quantities, and X greater than 
unity, 

(1 + i8)^ is greater than l + X/3 (1). 
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iNVfiSTtGATION OP A LIMIT. 13 

If )3 and 7^ are positive quantities, and fifi less than unity, 

(l+yS)** is less than ^ (2), 

To establish these inequalities we shall use the known 
theorem that the arithmetical mean of any number of posi- 
tive quantities is greater than the geometrical mean; see 
Algebra, Chapter Li. 

Let X = -, where p and q are positive integers. Take p 
quantities, j of which are equal to 1 +-2 yS, and p — q equal to 

p-q + qil+^J) 
unity. Then their arithmetical mean is ^ , 

that is 1+^; their geometrical mean is (1 + -/3V. The 

former is the greater ; and therefore (1 + PY is greater than 
1 +^/8. Thus (1) is established. 

Let fi=-, and filS = - , where r, s and t are positive in- 
t t 

tegers ; thus ^ = - . Take 8-\-t quantities, a of which are 

8 

equal to 1 + - , and t equal to 1 — t • Then their arithmeti- 
cal mean is , that is unity; their geome- 

8 "T v 

trical mean is \ ( 1 + - ) ( 1 — i) f • The former is the greater; 
therefore (l + 'jfl—j) ^ ^^ss than unity; and therefore 

(l + n is less than ——. Thus (2) is established. 
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In (1) put i8=r— , and raise both sides to the power y; 
\y 

then • 

[ 1 + r- ) is greater than { 1 + -) ; 
that is, if S be greater than 7, 

(l + ^J is greater than fl 4- -) (3). 

From (3) we see that (1+-) continually increases as x 
increases. It does not, however, pass beyond a certain finite 
limit : for in (2) write — for A and raise both sides to the 
power 7 ; then 

(1 N***^ 1 

1 H I is less than , if 7 be greater than 1. 

Hence, if we put 7 = 2, we find that (1+-) can never 
exceed 4. By ascribing to 7 greater values we shall obtain 
a closer limit for (l + -j . If we put 7 = 6 we see that 

(1+-) must be less than (-) , and therefore less than 3. 

Since then the limit of fl+-j , as x becomes indefinitely 

great, must lie between (1+-) and ( -) , where n has 

any positive value, we may, by ascribing successive integral 
values to n, easily approximate to the numerical value of the 
limit 
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CHAPTER 11. 

DEFINITION OF A DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT. 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A SUM, PRODUCT, AND 

QUOTIENT. 

'24. We shall now lay down the fundamental definition 
of the Differential Calculus, and deduce from it various 
inferences. 

Definition. Let <l>{x) denote any function of x, and 
<f>{x-\- h) the same function of x-\-h\ then the limiting 

value of 2A ^ — ?_LJ ^ when h is made indefinitely small, 

is called the differential coefficient of <\> {x) with respect to x. 

This definition assumes that the above fraction really has 

a limit Strictly speaking, we should use an enunciation of 

this form — "If -^-^ 1 — ^-^ have a limit when h is made 

indefinitely small, that limit is called the differential coefficient 
of ^ (a?) with respect to a?." We shall shew, however, that 
the limit does exist in functions of every kind, by examining 
them in detail in this and the following two Chapters. We 
give two examples for the purpose of illustrating the defini- 
tion. 

Suppose <l>(x)=a^; 

therefore <f>{x-{-h) = (x + Kf ; 

therefore ^(^i^zli^ ^ M^^ 

n a 

2xh + h^ . , , 

and the limit of 2a? + A when A = 0, is 2a? ; therefore 2x is the 
differential coefficient of a?' with respect to x. 
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16 DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT. NOTATION. 

a 



X 



Again, suppose ^ (a?) = r— ; 

therefore d> Ix + A) = t-; tt > 

^^ ' 6 + aj + A 

therefore <^(^ + ^) -»(^) _ « 

theretore ^ - (6 + aj) (6 + a;+A) 

The limit of this when A = is 



{b + xf' 

which is therefore the differential coefficient of i with 

o + x 

respect to x. 

25. We now give the notation which usually accompanies 
the definition in Art. 24. 

Let {x) = y, then <f>{x + h) — ^{x) is the difference of the 
two values of the dependent variable y corresponding to the 
two values, x and x + h, of the independent variable. This 
difference may be conveniently denoted by the symbol Ay, 
where A may be taken as an abbreviation of the word 
difference. We have thus 

Ay = <l){x + h)"<l>{x). 
Agreeably with this notation, h may be denoted by Ax, so that 

Ay ^ <^ (a; + A) - <^ (x) 

Ax h * 

It may appear a superfluity of notation to use both h and 
Ax to denote the same thing, but in finding the limit of the 
right-hand side we shall sometimes have to perform several 
analytical transformations, and thus a single letter is more 
convenient. On the left-hand side Ax is recommended by 
considerations of symmetry. 

We say then, according to the definition in Art. 24, that 

Av 
the limit of ~ , when Ax is diminished indefinitely, is the 

differential coefficient of y or (f> {x) with respect to x^ This 

limit is denoted by the symbol -A . 
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DIFFEBENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A SUM, 17 

2G. The symbol -^ we consider as a whole, and we do 

not assign a separate meaning to rfy and dx. As, however, 

j^ is a real fraction in which Ay and Aa? have definite 

meanings, the student will very possibly suspect that some 
meanings may be given to dy and dx which will enable him 

to regard -^ as a fraction. This suspicion will probably be 

strengthened as he proceeds in the subject and finds that in 

mguy cases -p possesses the properties of an algebraical 

fraction. We remark that there are indeed methods of 
treating the Differential Calculus in which meanings are 
given to di) and dxy and we shall recur to them hereafter 

(see Chap, xxvii.), but at present we define the symbol ■— 

as above, and only leave to the reader the task of examining 
whether we are consistent with ourselves in the inferences 
we proceed to draw and express by means of our definitions 
and symbola 

The following notation is also frequently used. If ^ {x) 
demote any function of x, then ^ (x) denotes the differential 
coeflScient of ^ {x) with respect to 4p. 

The operation of finding the differential coefficient of 
a function is called " differentiating" that function. 

27. Differential coefficient of a sum of Functions. 

Let y and z denote two functions of a?, and w their sum. 
Suppose that y, z\ u'y denote the values these functions 
assume when x is changed into a? + A. Then 

w = y + «, 
u =y +z, 
therefore u —u==y' —y + z— z- 

that is Aw = Ay + Az. 

Divide by h or Ax, then 

Au Ay Az 
Ax Ax Ax * 
T. D, a c 
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18 DmEREKTIAL COEFFICIENT OF 1. PBODUCT. 

Now let h diminish without limit, and we have 
du ^dy dz 
dx dx dx* 

Hence the differential coefficient of the sum of two fiinctions is 
the sum of the differential coefficients of ihefu/nctions. 

Similarly, if le = y — « 

dii^di/ dz 
dx dx dx' 

28. The results of Art 27 may be extended to the case 
of any number of functions connected by the signs of addition 
or subtraction. For example, let 

« = w + y + 2;, 

then, as before, Am= Aw + Ay + A« ; 

. r Au Aw^ Ay , ^z 

therefore -r- = -x — ^'a^ + x" '> 

lypc. ixx i\ C(f lLc 

therefore, proceeding to the limit, 

du __ dw dy dz 

dx^ dx dx dx' 

29. Diffkrential coefficient of the product of two Functions. 
Let <l>(x) and '^(oj) denote two functions of a?, and let 

u = <l>{x) '^{x). 
Change x into x + h, and let w + Au denote the new product, 
then tt + Aw = ^ (oj + A) -^ (a; + A), 

therefore AM = ^(x + A)'^(a:4-A) — ^(a;)'^(a;) 

therefore ^=i(^±^^^ 

Suppose now h diminished indefinitely; then the limit of 
— ^ — TAJ. is the diflFerential coefficient of ^(a?) with 
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DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A PRODUCT. 1.9 

respect to a?, or f (a?) ; the limit of t(^-fA^^tW ^ ^y^^ 

differential coeflScient of 'slr{x) with respect to x, or ylr'ix)- 
thelimitofVr(aj + A) isi/r(a;); ^^' 

therefore ^=-4>'{^H{x)+ir'{x)<f>{x). ' 

Hence the differential coefficient of the prodttct of two ftmctiom 
IS found by multiplying each factor hy the differential coefficient 
of the other factor and adding the rmdting products. 

Divide each side of tjie last re«ult by u or j> (x) yjr (x) ; thus 

ldu^<l>[{w) ^\x) 
udx'^<l>{x)^yfr{x)' 

30. An equation similar to that just obtained holds for the 
product of any number of functions. For example, let 

u » tvyz, 
w, y, z being all functions of a?. 

Assume v ^ wy, 

tkeretoTQ u=svz; 

then, by Art. 29, 

}l— 1 ^ X 1 ^^ • 
udx vdx z dx* 

, Idv 1 dw 1 dy 

also - ;^=s - -^ + - -^ • 

V dx w dx y dx 

^1 ^ Idu 1 dw , 1 dy 1 dz 

therefore --7-= -^-+--r^H 7-; 

udx wdx y dx z dx 

,, « du dw , dy , dz 

therefore _=y._ + ,.,^ + «,y_ . 

Proceeding in this manner we have as a rule : The differen- 
tial coefficient of the product of any number of functions is 
found by multiplying the differential coefficient of each factor 
by all me other factors and adding the products thus formed. 

C2 
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20 DIFFERENTIAL COEFFiaENT OF X QUOTIENT. 

31. Differential coefficient of a quotient. 

Let <l){x) and y^{x) denote two functions of x, and let 

Suppose X changed into a + h, and let u + Au denote the 
new value of the quotient. Then 

therefore ^^^<f>i^ + f^)^('^)-Ji<^)fi^ + f') 

■>jr(x + h)->p-{x) 

{<f,{x + h)-<l> (x)] yjr (x) - {^(x + Rj-yjr (x)] if> (x) . 

'^^X + h)^^{x) 

. ^(g+j)-^ t(^ + ^)-^(a;) 

., n Au h ^ ^ '^ h ^^ ^ 

therefore -r— = ,.,.,. ^ 

Let h diminish without limit, then 

du _ 4>[x) '^(x)^ylr'{x) ^{x) 
dx^ {f(x)Y 

Hence we have this rule : To find the differential coefficient 
of a quotient; multiply the denominator by the differential 
coefficient of the numerator and the numerator by the differential 
coefficient of the denominator; subtract the second product from 
the first and divide the result by the square of the denominator. 

32. The result of Art. 31 may also be obtained thus : 

Smce u^-—-!^, 

^|r{x) 

therefore <f> [x) = wjr (x) ; 

therefore, by Art. 29, 

therefore ^ (x) | = ^' ^ - |M V^' (a.), 

therefore g = <l>'{x)i.{x)-n^)<l>{x) ^ 
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DIFFERENTIATION OF A CONSTANT. 21 

33. Differentiation of a constant 

I£ y=sc where c is a constant, then -^ = 0. For to say- 
that y is equal to a constant is the same thing as saying that 
y cannot vary ; hence Ay = 0, therefore 

Ax 
whatever be the value of Ax ; therefore 

^ = 0. 
dx 

Hence, making <f>(x) = a, constant c in Art. 29, we have 

This may of course be obtained directly thus : 

Let u = cy]r{x), 

then u + Au = cyjr {x + h); 

therefore A«^ ^(x+^-jH^ 

Ax h ' 

therefore -^- = ci^' (x). 

So by putting <^ (a;) = c in Art. 31, we obtain 

dx 
which likewise may be found independently. 

34. We have now defined a differential coefficient and 
have shewn how the differential coefficient of a compound 
fimction can be found as soon as we know the differential 
coefficients of the component functions. Before we proceed 
to the niles for determining the differential coefficient of any 
known algebraical expression, we shall give some geometrical 
illustrations which will assist in forming a conception of the 
meaning of a differential coefficient and afford some hints as 
to the applications which can be made of the doctrine of 
limits. 
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0£OHETBICAL ILLUSTBATION. 




35. Suppose we have given the equation ys*^(a;), and 
that we attribute to the independent variable x all possible' 
values between — oo and + oo and notice the con^sponding 
values of y. Geometry gives us the means of representing 
distinctly this succession of values. We can take x for an 
abscissa measured from a y 
Axed ori^n along a certain 
axis, and y for the corre- 
sponding ordinate measured 
along an axis at right angles 
to the first. The values of 
y corresponding to those of 
X in the equation y — <l>(x) 
will belong to a curve 
AMN, the • form of whidi 
will indicate the series of 
values we are considering. It is necessary to have always 
present in our mind not merely any particular value of x 
and the corresponding value of y, but the whole series of 
corresponding values of these two variables. 

36. Among the properties which the function <f> (x), or the 
line which represents it, possesses, the most remarkable, that 
in fact which is the object of the differential calculus and the 
consideration of which is perpetually occurring in all applica- 
tions of this calculus, is the degree of rapidity with which the 
fwfiction varies when the variable begins to vary from any 
assigned value. The degree of rapidity of increase of the 
function when the variable is made to increase may differ not 
only in different functions but also in the same function 
according to the value attributed to the variable from which 
the increase is supposed to commence. Suppose we give to x 
a particular value denoted by OP^ to which corresponds a 
determinate value of y or {x) represented by MP, Let Xy 
starting from the value assigned, increase by a quantity which 
we denote by Aa?, and which is represented by PQ. The 
function y will vaiy in consequence by a certain quantity 
which we denote by Ay, so that 



therefore 



y+ Ay = <^(a?4-Aa:), 

Ay = <l>(x + Aa;) — <^ (a?) . 
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The new value of the ordinate is represented in the figure 

by JTQ, and NR represents Ay. The fraction ^ represents 

the ratio of the ina:e$se of the function to the increase of 
the variable^ and is equal to the trigonometrical tangent 
of the angle NMB formed by the secant MN with the axis 
of X. 

37. It is evident that this fraction is a natural measure of 
the degree of rapidity with which the function y increases 
when the independent variable x increases; for the greater 
this fraction is, the greater will be the increase of the func- 
tion y corresponding to the given increase Aa; of the variable. 

But it is important to observe that the value of r^ will 

depend not only on the value given to x, but also on the 
magnitude of the increment Ax, except in the case in which 
the curve becomes a straight line. 

If then we left this increment arbitrary, it would be im- 
possible to assign to the fraction -^ any definite value, and 

it is thus necessary to adopt some convention which will 
remove this uncertainty. 

38. Suppose that after giving to Ax a certain value, to 
which will correspond a certain value for Ay and a certain 
direction for the secant MN, we make the value of Aa; 
gradually diminish and become ultimately zero. The value 
of Ay will also gradually diminish and become idtimately 
zero. The point iv will move along the curve towards Jf, and 
we shall find in every example we consider, that the straight line 
MNwill approach towards some limiting position MT, This 
is in fact equivalent to the assertion made in Art. 24, that 
by examining every case in detail we could shew that every 
function has a differential coefficient The limiting position 
which the secant assumes when N coincides with M is called 

the tangent to the curve at the point M, and thus ^ is the 

trigonometrical tangent of the inclination to the axis of x 
of the tangent line to the cutve. 
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39. The limit of the fraction -r^, when Ax is diminished 

Ax 

indefinitely, may be considered as aflfording a precise measure 
of the rapidity with which the function increases when the 
independent variable increases, for there remains no longer 

anything arbitrary *in the expression. The limit -^ does not 

depend on the value assigned to Ax nor upon the form of 
the curve at any finite distance from the point whose co-or- 
dinates are a;' and y; it depends only on the direction of the 
curve at this point, that is to say, on the inclination of the 
tangent line to the axis of x. 

40. As an example of the preceding, we will determine 
the difierential coefficient of V(a'— a;*), and point out its 
geometrical application. 

Let y=V(a»-a?'), 
then y + Ay=^ j^{a^ - {x^+ hy] ; 

therefore A2^=V{a'— (a? + A)'} — V(a' — ^*)> 

a?-^{x + hY 
^{a'^{x + hy} + ^(a'^x')' 

therefore ^ = - ^j^._ ^^^^^^j ^^(^._^j • 
The limit of this when h is made indefinitely small is 

X 

therefore ^ = 77-5 =r . 

It will be seen that we have in the above example used an 
algebraical artifice, namely, that of multiplying both numera- 
tor and denominator of a fraction by V{«'""(^+^)'}+ V(<3^*"-^')> 

in order to obtain -r-^ in a form the limit of which can be 

Ax 
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TANGENT TO A CIHCLK 25 

easily seen. In treating any example without the aid of 
general rules, we should frequently find our success depen- 
dent upon our readiness in effecting such transformations; but 
the next two Chapters will explain methods of making the 
problem of ascertaining any differential coefficient depend 
upon the knowledge of those of a few standard functions. 

41. From analytical geometry we know that the equation 
y = V(<*' — ^) represents a circle, and it is also known from 
the principles of that subject that the tangent at the point 
{x, y) of a circle is inclined to the axis of a; at aji angle 

whose trigonometrical tangent is — r?-^. sr . Also in the 

® ^ si {a: — or) 

case of a circle the straight line which we have defined as the 
tangent is the same straight line as that which fulfils the con- 
dition of " touching the circle," given in Euclid, Book III. 

42. In the Chapters on the geometrical application of the 
Differential Calculus we shall recur to the subject of tangents. 
We have given the above example here that the student may 
at this early period acquire the conviction that important uses 
may be made of a differential coefficient. 

43. The^foUowing is another geometrical application. The 
area OAMP, see the diagram to Art. 35, must be some func- 
tion of X, since it is a definite quantity when we assign a 
definite value to x, and varies when x varies. Denote this 
function by u, and PQ by Ax; then 

w + Aw = area OANQ, 

therefore Au = area MNQP; 

therefore Au lies between MP. PQ and NQ.PQ, 

that is, between yAx and {y + Ay) Ax ; 

Au 
therefore -r- lies between y and y + Ay. 

Hence, diminishing Ax, and therefore Ay, without limit, we 
have 

du 
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CHAPTER III. 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS OF SIMPLE FUNCTION& 

44. Differential coefficient of «* wh/ere n is a positive 
integer. 

Let y^x% therefore 
therefore Ay = (a? + A)* — of* 

therefore ^ = ^-, n(n--l) ^«^^ ^«-i 

Ax 1.2 

Dimmish h without limit, and we have 

dx 

45. The same result may also be obtained by means of 
Art. 30. For let 

where the n quantities y^, y^, ... y^, are all functions of x; 
we have then 

Idu^l^dy^^l dy^^^^^ ^ 1 dy^^ 
udx y^dx y\dx "* y^dx* 



If now y^ = 


= ^, 


we 


have 


Ay, = Aa?, 


therefore 








Aa; 


therefore 








CM? 
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DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A POWEE. 27 

Put then yj, y,, ... y«, all equal to x; thus u becomes a;", 
and we obt-ain 

1 du n 

udx X* 

therefore j- = noT^. 

ax 

46. If n be not a positive integer, we may by assuming 
the truth of the Binomial. Theorem for fractional exponents 

proceed as in Art. 44 to determine -,— • But in that case we 

shall require to assume that '' if we hs^ve a series containing 
an infinite number of terms and each term becomes ulti- 
mately indefinitely small, the sum of the terms becomes so 
too." To avoid this assumption we adopt another mode. 

47. Differential coefficient of ^* the exponent n being un- 
restricted. 

Let y = a:*, therefore 

y±Ay={x + hy, 

therefore Ay^(a: + y-.- 

Ax h 

/'aj + AV J 



m'- 



-■^ — X — ■ 

Now whatever be the value of n, positive or negative, whole 
or fractional, it may be supposed = ^ — - , where p, q, r, are 
positive integers. 

Let = z, 

X 

therefore A = a: (i? — 1), 

and 



Ax ^ — 1 * 



As h diminishes indefinitely z approaches the limit 1, and we 

«* — 1 
have to find in that case the limit of r- . 
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28 DIFFERENTIAL COEFFiaENT OF A POWER. 

1 
Suppose v=z', then 

This last result is obtained by dividing both numerator and 
denominator of the preceding fraction by v — 1. Let now v 
approach the limit 1, then the limit of the last fraction is 

r ' 

therefore ^ =-2^^ x"-^ = nx^ 

ax r 

48. Differential coefficient ofx\ Second metlwd. 
Let y = a;*, therefore 

therefore ^ J-^hT-x^ 

Ax h 



I 



(-r-i 



Assume - = ^ and (1 + ^)" — 1 = v, then z and v are quantities 

X 

which diminish indefinitely with A. Thus 

Aa? z' 

From the above assumptions 

(l+^)» = l+v, 
therefore log, (1 + 1?) = n logg(l + z). 
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DIFFEBENTIAL CX)EFFICIENT OF AN EXPONENTIAL. 29 
From Art 19 the expressions 

z V 

both tend to the limit unity. Hence we may assume 

lo&(l+^)^ g 

z 

where each of the quantities 7 and S has zero for its limit. 
Hence 

V __ 1 + 8 log^(l + t;) 

i"l + 7*log.(l + ^) 

1 + S 



1+7 



from above; 



therefore the limit of - is n, and 
z 

ax 



49. Differential coefficient of d". 
Let y=«a*, therefore 

therefore 



^^^tzl, 



Ax 

a* - 1 
Now, by Art. 20, the limit of — y — , when h is indefinitely 

diminished is log, a; therefore 

| = a'log.a. 
Next let y « a**j then 
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3*0 DIFFEEENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A LOGARITHM. 

benco by the rule just proved 

|=(aO-log.a' 

= a^clog;a. 
Hence if y = ^, 

and if y = e', 

da? 

50. Differential coefficient of log. ar. 
Letysslog.ar, therefore 

y + Ay = loga(aj+A), 
therefore Ay = log. (x + A) - log. a? 

- aj + A 

, a?+* 

Ay ^"g"^^ 
therefore ^ = 1 • 

Assume h = xz^ therefore 

Ay _ 1 log, (1 + z) 
Ax X z 

By Art. 19 the Umit of ^^g- ^^^ "^ "^^ when z diminishes 

indefinitely is log, e, therefore 

f^ = ilog„« 
ax X ^ 

1 1 



a?'log.a* 
Hence if y = logea? 



dx x' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SIKE. COSINE. TANGENT. 31 

51. Differenti(d coeJU^ient of sin X. 
Let y = sin a?, therefore 

y + Ay = 8in(a? + A), 
therefore Ay = sin (a? + A) — sin x 

h\ . h 



therefore 



= 2 cos f a; + - j sin ^ , by Trigonometry, 
. h 



. h 
sin- 

Now when h is indefinitely diminished, the limit of 

is unity by Art. 9, therefore o 

dy 

-T- = cos a?. 

ax 

52. Differential coefficient of con x. 
Let y = cos x, therefore 

y + Ay = cos(a?+A), 
therefore Ay = cos (a? + A) — cos x 

«-2fiin^a;+-jsin^, 

s* * 
therefore ^ = -«^ (^+ ^)-I^' 

2 

therefore j*^ = - sin a:. 

53. Differential coefficient of tan a?. 
Let y « tan a*, therefore 

y + Ay = tan(a; + A), 
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32 COTANGENT. SECANT, 

therefore Ay = tau (a; + A) — tan x 

sin (x + h) sin x 



therefore 



cos (x + h) cos X 

_ siQ(a? + A — g) sin A 

~" cos {x + h) cos X " cos {x + A) cos a; ' 

Ay _ sin A 1 

A^ "" A cos {x + A) cos X ' 



dy 1 
therefore Tx^-^^x' 

54. Differential coefficient of cot a?. 

By proceeding as in the last Example, we find that if 

y = cot X, 

di^ 1_ 

dx sin* X ' 

55. Differential coefficient of sec x. 
Let y = seca;, therefore 

y-\-Ar/=^ sec {x + h), 
therefore Ay == sec (x + h)— sec x 

1 1 _ cos a; — cos {x + h ) 

"^ cos {x + h) cos X cos X cos (a? + A) 

« • / A\ . A 
2sin(^a. + ^Jpin^ 

~" cos oj^cos (a; + A) ' 
. / A\ .A 

£^x cos a? cos (x + A) h 



therefore 



^, . dv sin a: 

therefore -;- = — «- , 
ax cps a? 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COSECANT. 33 

56. Differential coefficient of cosec x. 

Let y = cosec x ; proceed as in the last example, and we 
find 

dy _ cos X 
dx sin*a;* 

57. Since tan aj, cot x, sec x, and cosec x are all fractional 

forms, we may deduce the differential coefficient of each of 

these functions by Art. 31 from those of sin x and cos x. 

Thus, let 

sin X 

t/ = tanic = > 

•^ cosaj 



therefore ^ = — , . Art. 31, 



dy_ 


dBvax 

cosa; -T 

dx 


Jcosa: 
Rina?— T — 


dx 


cos- 


X 




cos* a? + sin* a? 
cos*aj ' 


Arts. 51 an 




1 
cos a; 





Similarly we may proceed with cot a?, sec a;, and cosec x. 

Since vers a; = 1 — cos a;, the differential coefficient of vers x 
by Arts. 27 and 33 

= — differential coefficient of cos a? 

== sin X. 



T. D. C. D 
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CHAPTER IV. 

DIFFERENTIAX COEFFICIENTS OF THE INVERSE TRIGONOME- 
TRICAL FUNCTIONS AND OF COMPLEX FUNCTIONS, 

58. Let y = <f> (x), so that y is a known function of a; ; it 
follows from this that x must be some function of y, although 
we may not be able to express that function in any simple 
form. The best mode for the reader to convince himself of 
this will be to recur to algebraical geometry and suppose a? 
and y to be the co-ordinates of a point in a curve the equation 
to which is y=^4>(x). Fox* every value of x there will be 
generally one or more values of y, positive or negative, as 
the case may be. So for any value of y there will be 
generally one or more definite values of x, which, as they 
really exist, may be made the subjects of our investigations, 
even although our present powers of mathematical expres- 
sion may not always furnish us with simple modes of repre- 
senting them. 

59. A simple example will be given in the equation 

y = aj»-2x + l (1). 

Solve this equation with respect to x, and we have 

aj=l±y* (2), 

Here (2) shews that if any value bo assigned to y we must 
have for x one of two definite values. 

Now in (1), X being the independent variable and y the 
dependent variable, we have by Arts. 28, 33, and 44, 

1=2^-2 (^)- 
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IN\'ERSE FUNCTION. 35 

In equation (2) we may treat y as the independent variable 
and X as the dependent variable, and we find, by Art. 47, 

%-±iy-' w- 

From (2) a; - 1 = + yi, 
therefore = + v~i 

Hence, from (4), | = 27^ ^'^' 

Comparing (5) with (3), we see that 

^x — = 1. 
dx dy 

The theorem which holds in this simple case we shall now 
prove to be universally true. 

60. To prove^x^^l. 

^ dx dy 

Let y = </>W (1), 

since from this it follows that a; must be some function of y, 

suppose ^ = '^{y) (2). 

Let X in (1) be changed into x + Aa?, in consequence of which 
y becomes y + Ay, then 

y + Ay = ^(a; + Aa;) (3). 

Now in (2) it may happen that x has more than one value 
for any assigned value of y, but if the value of y in (2) be 
the same as that in (1), then among the values which x can 
have, one miist be the value we supposed assigned to x in (1). 
Hence we may suppose x and y in (2) to have the same 
values as the same symbols respectively had in (1). In. equa- 
tion (2) change y into y 4- Ay, where y has the same value 
as in (1) and (3), and Ay the same value as in (3). Then 
among the values which the dependent variable is suscepti- 
ble of in (2), one must be x + Ax, the symbols having the same 
values as in (3). 

D2 
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36 DIFFERENTtlL CX)EFriCIENT 

Hence a? + Aa? = '^(y + Ay) (4). 

From (1) and (3) 

Ay <f>{x + Ax)-<l>{x) , . 

Ai" A^" ^^^• 

From (2) and -(4) 

Aa? ifr(y + A y)-i|r(y) 

A^- Ay- ^^^' 

In (5) and (6) the same symbols have the same values, and 

since in that case x^ x -r- = 1, we have 
ax Ay 

^{x+Ax)^<f> {x) ^^ ^[y + Ay) -^{y) _ ^ 
Ax Ay 

Now diminish Ao? and Ay without limit, and we have 

f(ar)xt'(y) = l; 
or, as it may be written, 

^x-=l. 
dx dy 

61. The demonstration given in the last Article may 
appear laborious. In reviewing it, the student will perceive 
that this arises from the necessity of proving that the a?, y, 
Aa?, and Ay, which occur in (5), have the same numerical 
values as the quantities denoted by the same symbols respec- 
tively in (6). This point is sometimes assumed, and it is 

At/ A^ 
considered sufficient to say " since "\ ^ "T" ~ ^ always, we 

//«* dx 
have, by proceeding to the limit, j x j- = l)** but it would 

appear necessary at least that the assumption should be 
noticed. 

62. Suppose ir = ^ (a?), 

so that y is a function of z, aiid z a function of oe. It follows 
that if we substitute for z its value irLyjr{z)y we make y an 
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OF A FUNCTION OF A FUNCTION. 37 

explicit function of a?, and consequently y must have a dif- 
ferential coefficient with respect to x. For example, \i z^a? 
and y^z^, we have by substitution y — o^. Now this is 
a function of x of which we know the differential coefficient, 

by Art. 44. Hence -j- = 6a;". But if is = cos a; and y = a", we 

find y^a!^^, a function of x which we have not yet seen 
how to differentiate. Hence the necessity and use of the rule 
demonstrated in the next Article. 

63. Differential coefficient of a function of a function. 

Let z=^(f>{x) (1), 

and y = '^W (2), 

fib that y is a function of x; required the differential coeffi- 
cient of y with respect to x. 

Let X be changed into x + Ax, in consequence of which 
z becomes z + Ajj, and suppose in consequence of this change 
in z, that y becomes y + Ay; thus 

z + Az = (l>ix + Ax) (3), 

y + Ay = '*/r(« + A«) (4). 

Now suppose that by putting for z its value in (2), we obtain 

y = ^(^) ; (5), 

where F{x) denotes some function of x. From the mode 
in which equation (5) is obtained it follows that we may 
suppose X and y to have respectively the same values in (5) 
as in (1) and (2), and also that 

y + Ay = i?'(^ + Aar) (6), 

where Ax and Ay are the same quantities as have already 
occurred in (3) and (4). 

From these equations we deduce 

A^^t(i±MlJ:Mfro„(2)a«d(4). 
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38 DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS 

where the same symbols denote throughout the same quan- 
tities. Hence, since 

Ay _ Ay Az_ 

Ax " Az Ax* 
we have 

F{x + Ax)-'F{x) ^ ylr{z + Az) -ifr (z) ^^ <f> (x -\- Ax) - <f> {x) 
Ax "" A^ Ax ' 

Now let Ax, Az, and Ay, diminish without limit, and we 
obtain F' {x) = f (z) <}> {x) ; 

or, as it may be written, 

• dff ^dy dz 

dx dz dx 
Hence the differential coefficient of y with respect to oi; is 
equal to the product of the diflferential coefficient of y with 
respect to z, and of the differential coefficient of z with respect 
to X, 

64. We may make a remark on the demonstration of the 
last Article similar to that in Art. 61. It is often considered 

sufficient to say that " t^ = a^ ^ a~ ^7 ^^ properties of 
fractions, and therefore, by taking the limit, ;t^ = nr j' •*' 

65. Differential coefficient of sin"'a?. 
Let y = sin~*a;, therefore 

sin^ = a*, 

dx 
therefore 7- = cosy, Art. 51, 

therefore -r^ = , Art. 60 

dx cosy 

Since siny = ic, cosy = + V(l — ^') ; ^^^ proper sign to be 
taken will of course depend on the value of y; we may there- 
fore put 

dx »j{\-xy 

remembering that the radical must have a negative sign if 
cos y be negative. 
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OF THE INVERSE TRIGONOMETRICAL FUNCTIONS. 39 

66. Differential coefficient of cos'^x. 
Let y = cos"* a?, therefore 

cosy = a:, 

therefore ^ = — sin y, Art. 52, 

therefore -3^= - -: — , Art. 60, 
ax ^my 

1 



-See the preceding Article. 

67. Differential coefficient of tan"* a; and cot^'x. 
Let y = tan"*a?, therefore 

X = tan y, 

therefore * " "" 

therefore 



dy" 


cos^'y* 


.aji 


,06, 


dy^ 
dx 


: cos*y, 


Art. 


60, 




1 








1 + tan' 


'y 




s= 


1 






y= 


:cot"*a?, 






^= 


1 







Similarly, if 



dx l+x* 

69. Differential coefficient of sec"* a? am? cosec'^a?. 
Let y = 8ec"*ar, therefore 

a? = sec y, 

therefore -f- = — 5^, Art 55, 

ay cos y 

therefore Ji^^^Jl Art. 60. 

dx sin y 
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40 DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS 

But sec y = a?, therefore cos y = - , and sin y = — - 

a? on 



see Art. 65, thus 
Similarly, if 


dy _ 1 

dx x»J{a?--\)'^ 

y = cosec"'aj, ^ 
dy^ 1 V 




dx x<^{x*-\y 
T 



69. In the manner given in the ^ preceding Articles the 
differential coefficients of the inverse trigonometrical functions 
are usually determined. They may however be found without 
using Art. 60. ' ' 

For example, suppose 

y=tan~'a?, 

therefore y + Ay = tan"* {x + A), 

therefore Ay = tan"' (a; + A) — tan"^a? 

= **°" l+xlx + hy ^y Trigonometry, 

therefore -r^ = -, tan"* 



Aa? h l+x{x + h) 

tan"* - 



1+ a? Cr 4- h) 



li-Qct-i-xk' 



1 H- a? (a? + A) 
Now let h diminish without limit, then 

h 



tan 



-1 



the limit of l+x{x-\-/f) ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 



therefore 



1 4-a?(ic + A) 

dt/_ 1 
dx 1 + a;'* ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ntVEESE TRIGdNOkETRICAL FUNCTIONS. *1 

70. Again, suppose y =-sin"^aj, 
therefore y-\'b^y^ sin"* {x + A), 
therefore Ay = sin"* (^ + A) — sin"* a? 

= sin-*[(aj + A)v(l-a:')-a:V{l-(a?+A)^}J, 

by Trigonometry, 
therefore Ay _ sm-C(ar + ^) V(l -x^ -a.V{l- (■^+;^ )'}] 

put (a? + A) V(l - «*) " ^ V{1 - (^ + ^)'} = ^ for abbreviation, 

^, Ay sin"*;? sin"* 5? z 

then -^ = ___ = _ — 

^x h z h 

Now ^ - (^ + ^) V(l --^') -^\/(l " (•^ + ^)'} 
A h 

h [{x + A)y (1 - a;^ + X V{1 - (x + A/}] 

2a! + A 

~ (a! + A)y (1 - a;') + a? V{l -(» + *)'} ' 

» , Z , X 1 

thus the limit of f , when A = 0, is — 77- sr or --j.- j- ; 

h X v(l — a; ) tj{\-x*) 

and the limit of ^^ r is 1, Art. 21 ; therefore 

z 

dy^ i__ 

dx V(l-aj')' 

71. Differential coefficient of vers"* a?. 
Let y = vers"*a?, therefore 

vers y=x, 
therefore 1 — cos y = a?, 

therefore -7- = sin y, 

dy ^' » 

therefore -,- = -; = -rr- x— r = -77 rgr 

dx smy V(l-cos'y) V[l-U-a;)} 
V(2a;-a:')* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 DIFFERENTUL CX)KFFICIENTS. 

72. Differ enticd coefficient ofz\ 

Let y = z\ where v and are both functions of x. 
Take the logarithms of both members of the equation, 
hence 

log,y = vlog,z. 

Now since these two functions of x are always equal, their 
differential coefficients with respect to x must be so. 

And ^V = ^|?. Art.63. 

dx cty (tx 

=5- -/, Art. 50. 
y dx 

Also the differential coefficient of v log^« 

dv ^ , V dz 4 ^ ^« 

^, ^ I du dv ^ V dz 

therefore _ _^=,_ log.. + - - , 

73. If we compare Arts. 29.^,81 with Art. 72 we may 
deduce a general rule for ihe differential coefficient of a 
composite function. Differentiate in order each component 
function, treating ^ the others as if they were constant ; 
then add the results thus obtained. 

Jt is advisable to call the attention of the student explicitly 
to three different cases which beginners are apt to confound. 

(1) If y = a" where -s is a function of x and a is a constant, 
then by Arts. 47 and 63 

dx dx" 

(2) l{y = a' where « is a function of x and a is a constant, 
then by Arts. 49 and 63 

dy ,, dz 
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DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 43 

(3) If y = «• where both z and v are functions of x, then 
by Art. 72 

74. Differential coefficient of x\ Third method. For 

the other methods see Arts. 47 and 48. 

The differential coefficient of x* is sometimes found thus : 
First prove as in Art. 44 or 45 that if w be a positive 

integer, the differential coefficient of a?" is wa?*"^. 

If then n be fractional and positive, suppose it = - where 
p and q are positive integers. 

Let y = ^" = a;', 

therefore y^ = x^. 

Hence taking the differential coefficients of both sides 

therefore |=|^^=|.^ 

2 
The rule is thus established so long as n is positive. 

If n be negative suppose it = — m, so that m is positive. 

Let y = x^, therefore 

y 

therefore 1 = yx**. 

Differentiate both sides, and we Jiave 

0=:a;"'-^+yma;"*"\ Arts. 29 and 33, 
therefore 



di/ 
dx~ 


X 




= »U!"-'. 
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44 DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 

Hence the rule for differentiating a?* is universally esta- 
blished. 

75. "We shall now give some examples of the preceding 
rules for finding differential coefficients. 

(1) Let y = smax. 

Put ax=z; therefore y = sin z, 

and -r =^ rr-f -^.rt 63. 

dx dz ax 

But ^"^ =cos;5, Art. 51, 

dz 
and T" ~ ^> '^^' ^^> 

therefore -^ = a cos « = a cos ax. 

dx. 

(2) Let y = sin (log x). 

By logo; without any base specified, we mean log, a:. 



Put 


log x = z, 


erefore 


2^ = sin«, 


id 


1^=1?^, Art. 63. 
dx dz dx 


But 


^ = cos«, Art. 51, 




f = ^ Art. 50, 
ax x 


erefore 


dy _ cos z cos (log x) 
dx" x ^ X 



(3) y = log(8inar). ^ ^ 

Put sin x==z, 

therefore y = log z, 

aud ^ = ^ I?. Art 63. 

a J? ai? dx 

1 cos a? , 

= - cos X = -; = cot X, 

4i eiax 
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(4) y = log 
Put . 
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a4-hx 
a — bx' 

a-\-hx _ 
a — bx"*"' 



therefore ^^ - M^-M +M« + ^^) j^ 3, 
tiiereiore ^ (a-6aj)« > Art. 31, 



2ai 



2> 



(a — te)' 

therefore rr = " 7 rrs = -5 — Er-« • 

dx z (a — bxy or — ox 

This example may ako be solved by putting 

y = log (a + bx) - log (a - bx), 

dy _ b _^ h iab 



therefore -r- 



dx a + bx a — bx a^-^^V* 
(5) y = co8^ 3 > 



a?*^ 



Put 






therefore 




y = C08"*«, 


and 




dy dy dz ' 
dx'^ dz dx' 


"Mnxir 


t=- 


Arf aa 




>^{l-z^'-^^^' 




1 


-a? 



n^ M-OT T V(»*- 9«' + 24a;' - 1 6) ' 
da? ^ ' '^'*•^'• 
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46 DIFFEEENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 

,. f dy_ 0^ 3(a^-4) 

tuerelore -^ V(aj''-9a'*+ 24*''-16) * x* 

-3(g»-4) 



~x^|[{3?-\){a?-if\ x^ia^-l)' 

In differentiating — 3 — we made use of the rule for 

finding the differential coefficient of a firaction. 67 putting 
the expression in the form 

4 3 



X 



that is, 4a;'' — Bx' 

we obtain for the differential coefficient 
-12a;"*+3x"*, Art. 47, 

— ^ — I — ^ , as above. 



or 



It may be observed that cases of this kind frequently occur 
in which we miay adopt more than one method. The student 
will find it very useful in rendering him familiar with the 
rules, to obtain his results, if possible, by different methods. 

sj{ax(x'-3a)} 

It is often convenient to take the logarithms of both sides of 
an equation before differentiating. Thus, from the above, 
we have 

logy = i {loga4-loga?4-log(a? — 3a) — log (x- 4a)}. 

Take the differential coefficient of each member of the equa- 
tion, therefore 

i^^ifi .^^ L_l 

y dx 2\x x — Za x — 4aj 

a;*->8aa? + 12a* 

^ 2x{x''Za) (a? -.4a) * 
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DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 

therefore ^ = V« • (^^-8«^+l-^«\ 

(7) y = tan-^. 

Put - = i5, therefore y = tan"* z, 

., - dy 1 dz 

therefore -/ = ; , ^- 

(IX l-¥z ax 

1 1 a 






(8) Let y = tan"* ^f J^,, , 

P^* — T% — 5~2\ = -8^ ; therefore y = tan"* ^r, 
and ^^dudz^_l 



dz 



dx dz dx 1 + z^dx' 

Now ^g _ 3(a«-a^)(a'-3a^) + 6^(3a:a'-a») 

^^"^ ^" a(a»-3a;y , Art. 31, 

^ 3(a*+2aV + a?*) 
a(a»-3x»)» • 

And by reduction we find that 

1 _ a'(a'-3a?y 

Therefore -/ = , ^ * . 

dx a* + x 

In fact we have from Trigonometry 

• Sa^x — a? , a? 

a (a* -3^5*) a' 

and therefore the value of -r ought to be , -— , 

dx ° ar + ar 
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48 DIFFEBENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 

It is obvious that other self-verifying examples may be 
constructed on the model of this example. 



/n\ * -I / e* COS a? N 



TV X 6*cosa? 

Put 



1 + e* sin a? ' 
thus y = tan"^ir, 

therefore j- = * r- • 

ax l-\-z ax 

^ dz _ (e'^cosa;--e''sinar)(l-fg*sina?)— e*co8a?(g*cosa?+g*sina?) 
dx" (l + e*sina?)* 

__ e' (cos X — sin a? — (g^ ^ 
"" (l + e*sina?)« ' 

and 1 (l + e-sina:)' . 

l + ;5*"l + 2e*sina? + e''' 

., - dy €*(cosa? — sinaj — e*) 
therefore -f- = ; . ^ . --^ . 

(10) y = sin a? tan** x a* log a?. 

Jy X -1 «i . sinaja*loga? 
-T^ = cos a? tan"* a? a logo? H ^° 

, , , sin X tan"^ a; (f . 
+ sm a? tan"* a? a* loga log a? H . Art. 30. 

76. The differential coefficients of the simple functions are 
here collected for the sake of reference. 



y=ar. 


ax 


y = log.(r. 


dy_ 1 
dx a!log,o* 


y=^c^. 


g = a'log;a. 
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DIFFEEENTIAL COEFFICIENTS, 49 

. X dv 1 X 

y = sin-. ^=:_cos-. 

« ax a a 

^, /»^o^ dy I . X 

y = cos-. --^ = — sin-. 

a ax a a 

a ax a a 

y = cot?. ^ = _lcosec'?. 

a ax a a 



X 

V = sec - 



y = cosec 



y = cosec"^ 



. X 
J - sin - 
dy 1 a 



a dx a ^x 

cos - 

a 



y , cos- 

^ ^ = «1 2 

« ' e&"~ a . .a? ' 

sm'- 
a 



V = sin^ - . --is- ^ 

^ a dx VCa'-a:") ' 

V = COS^-. -j1 = ^ 

^ a dx V(a'-aJ*)* 

^ a da? a« + aj«- 



a da? a^iB*" 
2^ = 8ec-^. ^ ^« 



«' dx ajV(a?'-a')* 

^ g 

do?"" x\l{p?^(f) 

y=vers-*?. ^= ^ 

a dx hli^ax"^' 

T.D.c. 
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EXAMPLES. 

^ ^ dx 2ijx 

« a — a? dy a 



X 



dx a? * 



1 +a? dy_ l — 2x^a? 



4 y = xlogaj. 7- = l+loga?. 

5. y = logcotanx. S = -iI^- 



0? 



8. y = e-(l-a!'). ^ = 6* (1- 3a? -;«!•). 

^=(2a:-5)c*'+4 (a! + l) 6*+ 1. 



10. 


y 


= (2aj- 


5)6" 


' + 4(a:+l)«'+l. 










2- 


= 4e*{(a! 


-2)e'+a! + 2}. 




11. 


y 




• 




dx 


■»©"h'»sil- 


12. 


y- 


-{i+xr 




dx 


"(1 +«)•«• 
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EXAMPLES OF DIFFEBENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 51 

14. i, = log(«-+e-^. | = J^. 

15. y = a;»(a + a;)'(5-x)*. 

. ^ = {2aJ - (6a - 5i) X - 9a:»} a; (a + a)* (J - a;)'. 

16. y = (a + a;)-(i + a!)". 

^ = (a + a;)"-' (J + a)""' {m (5 + «) + n (a + x)]. 
y^ _ 1 1 d^ OT (6+te)+rt(a+a;) 

,o tan'a! . . <^^ x « 

18. y— — tanaj+a;. ^ = tan\K. 

IQ 1 dy a;-V(l-aO 

^~a; + V(l-a!*)' <^ V(l-a^)ll+2a;V(l-a!')} ' 

20. y = (a»+a^tan-'^. ^=2a:tan-'%a. 

g, _ // ,& ,jc^\ <% 1_ __j£+2c__ 

y~Vv a? a;V' ^~ 2a!V(aa^ + 6a! + c)' 

23. ,-..g.»(?4f). |-;ij. 

24. jy = e*"'"'^' sin a:. ^ = e**^^* {2 (a + a?) sin a; + cos ar}. 

e2 
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52 EXAMPLES OF DIFFEEENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 

a; dy <^(l-a;)- l 

90 , , (x-2)e'+x+2 

^0 „- w V(n-^)+va-a;) ^y ^ 

31. y = {x+V(l-a^)r. |=«{«'+V(l-^)r^^^^^=^ 

^9 „ - i__^__r ^ - "y 

rfx~tl + V(l-»')J (l-af)* ' 



1 



35. y = tana'. ^ = _ ??^ log.a . a'. 

•' ^ ^ V ' dx 4.^/x^/{a^+x^) 

38. y = a, + logco8(J-a.). | = r+|l^- 
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53 






39. ff 

40. y — x sin"' ar. 

41. y = tan z tan"' x. 

42. y 
4.3. y 

44. y = e"""*" cos rx. 

45. y 



a;' i^"^V(l -**)}• 



dx 



dy . -1 . a? . 



tanaj 



sinna5 (sin a;)". 

(sin nx)^ 
(cosmx)'** 



r = ^-aV I 



-^ = sec* a? tan"* a? + :; s-. 

dx 1 + ar 

-1? = n (sin a?)""* sin (n4- 1 ) a:. 

<?y _ mil (sin nx)*^'^ cos ( ma? — nx) 
dx ~" (cos Tna?)**"^* ' 

-^ =— e"^*^(2a'a:cosra; + r sinra?). 



dx 



4G. 3^ = log • 



(sin a?)* 
, sin a? J 1 — 77- -jry — 3 (a; — sin"* a:) cos x 



a + fttan- 



7 iC 

a — 6 tan - 

2. 



(sin a;)* 

dy ^ 
dx 



ab 



a cos' -^ — sin - 



47. y 

48. y 

49. y 

50. y 

51. y 



= 0?'. 



= x 






g = af(l + loga;). 

<fy _ a?" (1 — log x) 
dx X* ' 

aa; 

g = ^V{l + loga;). 
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EXAMPLES OF DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENTS. 



g=yaf |^ + loga;+aoga;)» 



i = x 



1 + xlosx 



X -1 2x 
_,a! + l 



^y 2(l-a:«) 



N ^y -{sec V(l-a?))' 
y = tanV(l-a^). £= 2j(l-x) ' 

* -J a; </y _ 1 

2' = **" \j{l-af)- d~x- J{l-af)' 

y = tm-'{ntmix). £ = cos^x+n'sin^x- 
_ -1 <^ 



dx~ Jia*-a^ 



dy _ 2aa? 
dx~ x* — a*' 



y = lan'- + log — ; — I . 
" a °\x + aJ 

y = siu-V(sin x). j^ «= i 7(1 + <=°^ <")• 



. -1 2x 



dy_ 2 



dy X sin"* 05 



y = ^{\ — izj^ sin"* a? — x. 



a; sin"* a; . , „, \. dy sin'^o? 
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67. 2,= ta.-'{.4-V(l-a^)}. g = 2V(l4\w(l-a^)l - 

„ _ . -1 a; tang <^y_ o*tana 1 

OS. y-8in ^^^,_^j. die" a»-a!» V(a'- a!* sec*a)- 

69. y = 8in-^(j.— ^j. ^ __^____. 

70. y^tan- /fl:i^?^). t = i. 

V \l + oosxj dx 2 

71. v-cin-^ ^"^^^^^^ . c?y^ -V(a*-y) 

* ^ a + i cos a? * c?a? a + J cos a? * 

72. y = taa-'Ky-^>'"1. ^= VC^H^l. 
^ ( o-^acosx ) dx a + icosa? 

-i^?"-! dy 2na?""* 

- -1 1 dy_ 2 

74. y-sec g^^j^- ^~ Jil-a?)' 

70. y-tan ^ . c?a? 2(l+^«)- 

^^ , l + a?V2 + aj' . «, -ia?V2 rfy 4^2 

76. y = log:j ^T^r-rii + 2 tan * --^ . ^=_l-. 

^ ^1 — a?V2 + ar 1 — a:' da? 1+a?* 

shew that 



X 

du _ 1 

cte ajy (IH- a?) ' 
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. w + 1 . 7?a? 
Sin — — a? sin — 

78. Given 8ina?4-sin2a?+..*+sin7i^= , 

sm- 

deduce, by taking the diflFerential coefficients of both sidee^ 
the sum of 



cos a? + 2 cos 2a5 + ... + w cos nx. 

If. w+1 V 



n+1 . X . 2n + l 1/. w+1 V 
sin- sm — - — a; — - sm- 



2 2 

Result — — 



. a X 
sm»- 



79. Having given (see Flane Trigonometry, Chap, xxiii.) 
• /^ . ^ • /27r . N . /m — 1 . \ sin mo? 

where m is a positive integer, shew that 

cot X + cot ( h a? ) + ... + cot ( tt + a; ) = m cot ?7i.r. 

80. From the preceding result deduce that 
cosec'a? + cosec* ( — h a; ) + ... + cosec^ ( — '^— tt + a: ) 
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CHAPTER V. 

SUCCESSIVE DIFFERENTIATION. 

77. In the preceding Chapters we have shewn how from 
any given function of a variable another function may be 
deduced, called the differential coefficient of the first. This 
second function, by the same rules, has its differential co- 
efficient, which is called the second differential coefficient of the 
original function. 

dii 
Thus, if y = a;", we have -^ = nx''''\ The differential co- 
efficient of na;""' with respect to a? is n (n — 1) a;**"*, which is 
therefore the second differential coefficient of y or a?" with 
respect to x. The second differential coefficient of y with 

respect to x is denoted by -r^, which is to be considered as 

an abbreviation for —7 — . 
dx 

What we said of -^ in Art. 26, we now say of -tt^, 

that it is to be looked upon as a whole symbol, not admitting 
of decomposition into a numerator d^y and a denominator da?, 

d^V 
As -t4 will be generally a function of x it will have its 

differential coefficient with respect to x. This is called the 
third differential coefficient of y with respect to a?, and is 

d^ 

d\ . . d^ 

denoted by -t4 , as an abbreviation for \ . 

This process and notation may be carried on to any extent. 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



58 SUCCESSIVE DIFFERENTIATION. 

The successive diflferential coeflScients of a function are 
often conveniently denoted by accents on the function. 
Thus, if ^(a?) be any function of a?, then ^'(x), ^"(a?), <l>"'{x), 

4>^{x), denote the first, second, third, fourth, 

diflferential coeflScients of ^(a;) with respect to x, 

78. In some cases the n^ diflferential coeflScient of a 
function admits of a simple algebraical expression. For 
example, suppose 

y = sin a; ; 

dy 



therefore -p = cos a? = sin (a? + ^) » 



c^sin 



d*y . I 37r\ 

and generally -7— = sin (a; + — j . 
So also, if y = sin oar. 

In like manner, if 

y = cos a?, 

d^y ( . wttN 

and if y = cos oa:, ;T^ = a cos f aa; + — 1 . 
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Sc'-'^^"'' 



79. Suppose y = «* ; 

therefore ^ = a* log a, 

and dJ = ^'(*^S^)"- 

SimUarly, if y = e«*, ^ = ^*«*^- 
If y^loga?, 

da?* a?* 

where |n — 1 stands for 1 . 2.3 ... (n — 1), 

80. Differential coefficient of the product of two fu/nctions. 
Suppose u — yz, 

where y and z are functions of x ; we have 

du dz <ly 
dx ^ dx dx ' 

Differentiating both sides of the equation with respect to 
X, we have 

d^u _ d^z dy dz^ dy dz d^y 
do^"^ do^ dxdx daadx dx^ 

^ dx^ dx dx dx^ 
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Similarly 

d*u_ d'z d^^ dy^ ^d^ydz d'y dz <Ptf 

d?~y da?^ dxda?^^dxdx*'^^'d^dx^'d^ dx^d?' 

~yda?^^dxdj?^'^ dafdx'^l^'- 

So far, then, as we have proceeded, the numerical coefl&- 
cients follow the same law as those of the Binomial Theorem. 
We may prove by the method of Induction that such will 
always be the case. For assume 



dx' 



~y dar^^dxd^^^^ 1.2 S^d^""""' 

rt(«-l)...(TO-r+l) (Ty tf^z 
■*" [r daf'dnT" 

. n(w-l)...(«-r) (TV (T^g d"y ,., 

E±i ^^^^'"^ •••■*■ dx-''--^'^- 

Differentiate both sides with respect to x : then 

dr^u _ dr*^z dyd^z dydTz d^y d''^z , 
dx"*' ~ ^ d^ ■*■ da; S^" "*" ** 3S d^ "'* " ^ d^' "^ • • • 

. n(n-l)... (n-r + 1) {dTy d^-^'z dT'yd'^z ) 
"*■ |_r . {daf doT^''^ daT'doT'] 

w(to-1) ...(«. -r) ( d''*'y d^g d-^yd'-^z) 
■*■ \r + l [dar^ da^-' ^ doT^ da!"-^'j 

a'yda . d"*'w ,„. 

Bearranging the terms, we have 

d"«tt d-^2^, ^..dyd'z^ 

(w + 1) w ... (n + 1 - r) d^'y d'~^g 
E±l '^^ '^'^ 
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Now the series (3) follows the same law as (1). Hence 
if for any value of n the formula in (1) is true, it is true 
also for the next greater value of n. But we have proved 
that it holds when w = 3 ; therefore it holds when w = 4, 
therefore when n=5, and so on ; that is, it is universally true. 

This theorem is called after the name of its discoverer, 
Leibnitz. 

81. If w = e^ cos hx ; we have by Arts. 78 and 80, 

+ +i"cosl 



:(^.f)}. 



We may also find another form for this n^ diflferential 
coefficient as follows: 

= qox ^^ QQQ hx^b sin Ix) ; 

assume a = r cos ^, 

i = r sin ^, 
so that r=(a» + J')*, 

thus -J- = re"^ cos {bx -r (f)), 

where r and ^ are constant quantities. 

cPu 
Similarly ^ = re^ [a cos {bx •\-<f})-b sin {bx + ^)} 

= r^e^ cos {bx + 2<f>), 

and generally 

d"e*^cosJaj _ ^^ ,, 

— = r'^e^ cos {bx + n^). 

82. The following is an important example of Art. 80. 
Let u = e^y ; 

then, remembering that -;rir= a^'e^, we have 
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62 SUCCESSIVE DIFFERENTIATION^ 

If now the expression 

be expanded by the Binomial Theorem, and the symbols 

replaced by 

£•3' §, ...respectively, 

the result will be the same as the series in parentheses in (I). 
Hence, we may write 

^='-(-0- <^>. 

as a convenient abbreviated method of stating the equation (1). 

83. The following theorem is sometimes of use in the 
higher branches of mathematics. 

If n be any positive integer 
d^'u _d^uv ^ (T"' (^,dv\ , n(n-l) dT' 



> (T"* / dv\ . n(n-l) c?*"* / d^v\ 



+<-')•"£ (')• 



This theorem may be readily established by Induction. 
For it is obviously true when n = 1, and if we assume it to 
be true for a specific value of n we can shew that it will be 
true when n is changed into n+l. Assume that (1) is true 
and diflferentiate both sides ; thus 



dP^^u dv ^ __ cP^'^uv 
'^d^^^dxdx'''' dx^^^' 



dr ( dv\ ^ n(n-l) dT^ ( dfv\ 

-(-.)•!(.£) w. 
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Also since the theorem is supposed to hold for the value n 
we have from (1), hj changing v into -7- , 

dx dx^" dx'^V dx) ""doT^VdxV 1.2 dx^'-'Vd^'J 

- ^(-ir^y. (3). 



dx"" 



Now suppose the right-hand members of (2) and (3) written 
so that the first term of (3) is immediately under the second 
term of (2), the second term of (3) under the third term of (2), 
and so on. Then by subtracting we have 



""dx^''" dx' 



,irt-i 



. , .^ dr f dv\ , (n + l)« dr^ ( d»»\ 



-(-r«£^> 



This shews that if the theorem is true for a specific value 
of « it is also true when w is changed into w + 1. Therefore 
since it is true when w = 1 it is universally true. 

EXAMPLES. 

ePy cos a; 

1. Ky = tana? + seca?, t« = 7; = — ns- 

^ do^ (1 — sinar/ 

^ ^ . , 3 sin a; — sin 3a? 

2. Lety = sm'a? = , 

then ^ = iSm(«, + ^)-^sm(3x + -j. 
6. Ify=(x'+a')tan-'|. g=^-j^. 
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64 EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSIVE DIFFEBENTIATION. 

d*V 

6. Ify = c"'co8», 5^ + *^==*^- 

7 lf„= /(^] A_ 3a' 

8. Iiy={x + ^(a^-l)}', (a;'-i)g + a;g-nV = 0. 

11. If«. = (e' + 0", ^; = «X-4n(n-l)«^. 

14. Ifi/» = sec2x, y + g = 3y. 

ifi Tf _^E±i <^"y_ (-l)"|^ f 5 + ac h-ac \ 

17. If y=a^siiia;, 

18. K2^ = tan-^-, 



then , -T-^-r- — ^.= 008*^, 
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, dV 2 y , y dy 

hence -74 = — cos - sin - -5^ 

ax a a a ax 

1 . 2y dy 
a a ax 

1 /2y . 7r\ ^y 

= -cos -^+1; cos*^. 

a \a "IJ a 

Shew that Jy=2eosf-!^ + 2.;)cos'-?', 

and generally that -£, = '== cos |^ + (« - 1) |J cos" J . 
Now tan ^ " = - — tan - = - - ^ suppose ; 

Ob 2t QC M 

thus cos |— + (yi - 1) ^[ = sin ( ^ + y") "^ ^^^ (^"^ "" ^^) 



= (- 1)"~* sin n^ ; and cos"^ = 






rf> I n — 1 

therefore t-^ = a (— 1)""* ^ sin w^. 

19. Since 

dtan-^- ^« , 1 N 1 c?*'Han-^f-) 

a _ g g" / 1 \ 1 \al 

dx ""^T^' ^VaN^V"a da?"""' 



Hence, shew that 
da;'' 



d« / 1 \ (-l)"[risin(yi4-l)g 



a{€f\i^)^ 



where tan (? = - . 

a; 



T D. C. F 
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The n^ diflFerential coefficient of -5 5 with respect to x 

is sometimes obtained thus : 

_J: 1_J \ l__l. 

a^ + x^ 2(iV(-l) la?-aV(-l) a;-faV(-l)j' 

therefore 

^ ( 1 \ ^ ("iri!L r 1 1 ] 

die" U'+icv 2aV(-i) L{^-av(-i)r^' {^+a\/(-i)ru* 

Now assume a? = r cos 5, a = r sin 5, so that 
*•' = a' + ic* and tan = - . 

X 

Then {x^a sfir ^)Y^' = r"" {cos 6 + V(- 1) sin BY^'' 

= r"*' {cos (n + 1) ^ + V(~ 1) «iii (n + 1) 6] 
by De Moivre's Theorem. 
Hence 

1 1 ^ 2V(-1) sin(n-f 1) ^ 

{^-aV(-l)r' {^ + aV(-l)r' r»^' ^ 

and we . obtain the same result as before for the proposed n^ 
differential coefficient 



d'^-^r^ ^"f-T^^l ^"'f-T^) 

Hence, by means of the preceding Example, shew that 

(-l)''[w,cos(n+l)^ 



— ( ^ \ = " 



(aMoj") 



n+l 
,2\ a 



We may also proceed in the second manner indicated for 
the preceding Example, starting with 



X 



a^ + x^ 2 (a; + aV(-l) aj-aV(-l)j * 
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1 ^ 

21. Find the 4*** diflferential coefficient of -5 — - and of e"^. 

Results 

22. — ^^={a;V + 2na:c'»-^ + n(w-l)c"-V, 

where c = log a. Art. 80. 

23. If y = sin (m sin"* a?), shew that 

Apply Leibnitz's theorem, Art. 80, and deduce 

(l-.')p=(2n + l).p + (n'-.«)g. 

24. If y = o cos (log a;) -f h sin (log a), shew that 
and that a^^—^.f (2n+ 1)0^;^+ (n'+ 1);^ = 0. 



r 2 
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CHAPTER VL 

EXPANSION OP FUNCTIONS IN SERIES. 

84. In the Binomial Theorem, we are furnished with a 
series proceeding according to powers of A, which is equi- 
valent to the expression {x + h)\ Other series have also 
presented themselves in Algebra and Trigonometry, such as 
the expansion of e* in powers of x and of log (1 + x) in powers 
of X. In the previous Articles of this book, we have, however, 
not assumed the knowledge of any expansions, except the Bi- 
nomial Theorem in the case of a positive integral exponent; but 
we are now about to investigate the expansion o{ /(x + h) 
in powers of A, where /(a?) denotes any function of a?, and it 
will appear that all the isolated examples which the student 
may have seen hitherto, are but cases of this general theorem. 

85. Before we ofifer a strict demonstration of the theorem 
in question, we shall notice the method which it was usual to 
adopt in treatises on the Differential Calculus not based on 
the doctrine of limits. Such treatises commenced with an 
unsatisfactory demonstration of the proposition that/(aj + A) 
could generally be expanded in a series proceeding according 
to ascending integral positive powers of A ; it remained then 
to determine the coefficients of the different powers of h, and 
that was accomplished in the manner given in the next two 
Articles. 

86. We have first to establish the following theorem. 
J£f(x + h) be any function of aj + A, we obtain the same 
result whether we differentiate it with respect to x, consider- 
ing h constant, or differentiate it with respect to A, consider- 
ing X constant. 
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For put x + h = z. 

In the first case 

df{x-Vh) ^ df{z) dz 
dx dz ' dx 

=/;{z\ since ^=1. 

In the second case, 

df{x + h) _ df{z) d^ 
dk dz dh 

=f{z), since ^ = 1. 

87. To expajid f(x + h) in a series of ascending powers 
ofh. 

Assume (Art. 85) that 

f{x + h) = A,+ AJi + AJi' + AJi'+ (1), 

where A^, A^, A^, ..., do not contain A. 

Then 

df(x-^h) ^dA, ^ ^dA^ j^.dA, ^ ^,dA, ^ . 

dx dx dx dx dx ^ 

and ^^^^^ ^^ ==A, + 2A,h + SAJi' + (3). 

By Art. 86, the series (2) and (3) must be equal. Hence, 
equating the coefficients of like powers of h, we have 

A^dA, 
^'^ dx ' 

^ 2 dx 1.2 dcd" ' 

• 3 dx ~ 1.2.3 da^ ' 



And by putting A = in (1), we find 
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HeDce, substituting the values of -4,,, -4j,... in (1), we have 
/(x + A)=/(x)+^/'(a:)+il/"(x) + j-|-3/"' («.) + ... (4). 
the general term being 

\n do?* 
This result is called Taylor's Theorem. 

88. There are numerous objections to the method of the 
preceding Articles, and especially the use of an infinite series, 
without ascertaining that it is convergent, is inadmissible; we 
proceed then to a rigorous investigation. 

89. Let y = jP (a?), and suppose Ax and Ay to represent 

the simultaneous increments of x and y; then the fraction 

A?/ 

■—- , since it has for its limit the differential coefficient F' (a?), 

will ultimately when Ax is taken small enough have the same 
sign as this limit, and therefore will be positive if the dif- 
ferential coeflScient be positive, and negative if the differential 
coefficient be negative. In the former case, the quantities 
Ay and Ax being of the same sign, the function y will increase 
or diminish according as x increases or diminishes. In the 
latter case, Ay and Ax being of contrary signs, y will increase 
if X diminishes and will diminish if x increases. 

The above supposes that there really is a finite limit to 

which -r^ tends ; in other words we assume that F' (x) is not 

Ax ^ ^ 

infinite. The limitation that the functions with which we are 
concerned are not to become infinite is one which ought to be* 
understood in most theorems in mathematics, even if it is not 
formally enunciated. In the present subject however it is 
usual to state this limitation expressly at tne more important 
stages of the investigations. 

It may be observed that we may sometimes obtain useful 
information respecting the sign of a function by examining 
the differential coefficient of the function. For example, 

suppose y = (a? — 1) e* + 1, then -^ = ae* ; as ~ is positive 
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for all positive values of a?, it follows by the present Article 
that y is always increasing so long as a? is positive ; but 
y = when aj = ; therefore y is positive for all positive values 
of X. 

Similarly we can shew that a; -^ log (1 + a?) is positive for 
all positive values of x, 

90. A function of a variable is said to be continuous be- 
tween certain values of the variable when it fullBls the follow- 
ing conditions: the function must have a single finite value 
for every value of the variable, and the function must cixange 
gradually as the variable passes from one value to the other, 
so that corresponding to an indefinitely small change in the 
variable there must be an indefinitely small change in the 
function. 

91. Suppose <^ {x) a function which vanishes when x=^a 
and when x=rb, and is continuous between those values. 
Suppose also that <^' (x) is continuous between those values. 
Then ^' {x) will vanish for some value of x between a and b. 

For <f> {x) cannot be always positive between those values, 
for then ^ {x) would be constantly increasing as the variable 
increased from the lower value to the higher (Art. 89), which 
is inconsistent with the supposition that <f> [x) vanishes at the 
two specified values. Similarly <^' (x) cannot be always nega- 
tive. Hence ^'(a;) must change from positive to negative or 
from negative to positive between the assigned values ; and 
since it is continuous it cannot become infinite and must 
therefore pass through the value zero. 

If a denote some constant quantity, such expressions as 
f {a)yf" (a), ... may occur in our investigations, the meaning 
to be attached to them being that /(a?) is to be differentiated 
once, twice, ... with respect to x, and in the result x changed 
into a. 

We can now demonstrate Taylor's Theorem. The proof 
which we give in the next Article is due to Mr Honicrsham 
Cox; it was published by him in the 6th volume of the 
Cambridge and Dublin Matkomatical Journal, and subse- 
quently in his Manual of the Differential Calculus, 
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72 TAYLOR'S THEOREM. 

92. Suppose f{a + x) and its diflferential coeflScients up to 
the (n-hl)^ to be continuous between the values and A of 
tlie variable x. The expression 

/(a + X) -/{a) - xfia) - ^/" (a) ... -g/-(a)_^...(i), 

vanishes when ^r = A if iJ = 

l|±i|/(a + A)-/{«)-r(«)-^/"(«)--(|/"(«)}..-(2). 

Suppose i2 to have this value which we observe is inde- 
pendent of X, 

The expression (1) also vanishes when x=0. 

Hence, by Art. 91 the dififerential coefficient of (1) with 
respect to x must vanish for some value of x between and k ; 
suppose x^ that value, then 

/'(a + ^)-/'(a)-<(«)-...-|^/"(«)-|iZ (3), 

vanishes when x = x^. But (3) also vanishes when x = 0) 
hence there is some value of x between and x^ for which 
the differential coefficient of (3) vanishes. 

Continuing this process to w + 1 differentiations of (1) we 
find that /""""^ (a + a;) — -B is zero for some value of x between 
and h ; let this value of x be 0h, where 6 is some proper 
fraction, therefore 

jB=/««(a + 0A). 
Substitute this value of R in (2) and we have 
f(a + h)=/{a) + hf{a) + ^/"{a) + ...+ ^r(a) 



We may now put x for a in this equation, since there has 
been no restriction in the value of a, except that all the quan- 
tities are to he finite, thus we obtain 
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If the function /"■*■* (a; +^A) be such that by making n suffi- 

ciently great the term 7/"^^ (^ + ^*) can be made as small 

as we please, then by carrying on the series 

f{x) + hf'{x) +|/"(x) + |/"'(x) + .... 

to as many terms as we please, we obtain a result differing as 
little as we please from /(^ + h) . Under these circumstances 
then we may assert the truth of Taylor's Theorem. 

93. Taylor's Theorem is so called from its discoverer 
Dr Brook Taylor; it was first published in 1715. The 
theorem contained in equation (4) of Art. 92 is called 
Lagrange's Theorem on the limits of Taylor's Theorem, It 
gives us an expression for the difference between f{x + h) 
and the first w + 1 terms of its expansion by Taylor's Theorem, 
or as it is called "the remainder after ?n- 1 terms." 

94. To the expression/""*^* {x + 6h) which occurs in Art. 92, 
we must assign the following meaning. "Let /(a?) be dif- 
ferentiated w + 1 times with respect to x, and in the final 
result change x into x + Oh'* We do not know anything of 
0t except that it lies between and 1 ; it will generally be 
a function of x and A, and hence, to differentiate f{x + 6h) 
with respect to x, is not the same thing as to differentiate 
f{x) with respect to x and then to change x into x + 6h. 

95. Maclauriris Theorem, 
In the equation 

/(a.+A)=/(ar)+/i/(^)+|/"(ar) + ...+ ^^ 

put a; = 0, we have then 

f{h) =/(o) + A/'(o)+ ... +^-^+;^/'"'W 
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74 MACLAURDTS THEOREM. 

We may, if we please, change h into a?, and since the 

quantities /(O), /' (0), /*(0), do not contains? or A, no 

change is made in any of them : hence 

f{x) =/(0) +x/'(0) + ... +^^ + ^/"«(^x). 

When the last term, by taking n large enough, can be 
made as small as we please, we have {oTf{x) an infinite series 
proceeding according to powers of x. This series is usually 
called Maclaurin's, having been published by him in 1742; 
though, as it had been given a few years previously by Stir- 
ling, it sometimes bears the name of the latter. 

96. Assuming that any function of x can be expanded in 
a series of positive integral powers of a?, the following method 
has been given for proving Max^laurin's Theorem. 

Let f{x)=A^^A,x + A^x''-\- +Aaj" + 

where A^, A^, ily ... do not contain x. 

Differentiate successively, then 

f{x) = ^1 + 2^,a?+ .... + n^^o;""* + 

/"(x) = 2^, + 2.3^30;+. ... + n(w-l)^«a;""'+ 

f"{x) = 2.3^3+ .... + w (w- 1) (« - 2) A^x'^-\- 



Now suppose a:=0 in each of these equations, we have 
^.=/(0). 

Substitute the values of -4^, -4^,... and we obtain 

/(a;)=/(0)+x/'(O)+|/"(0)+....+|/-(O) + ... 
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97. The demonstration given of equation (4) in Art. 92, 
which equation^ involves Taylor's Theorem, and may even 
speaking loosely be called Taylor's Theorem, will probably 
disappoint the reader. Though he may be unable to discover 
any flaw in the reasoning, he will complain of the artificial 
and tentative character of the whole, and he will urge the 
same objection with respect to Cauchy's method of proof 
which we shall presently give. Without denying the justice 
of these objections, we may reply that the highly general 
character of the theorem may be some excuse for the com- 
plexity and indirect nature of the investigation. But with 
respect particularly to the dissatisfaction felt in being com- 
pelled to assent to a number of propositions without knowing 
beforehand the general course which the demonstration might 
be expected to take, we may remind the student that he must 
not while engaged in the elements of a subject expect to be 
able, as it were, to rediscover the theorems for himself. Instead 
of asking, "what suggested this or that step?" he must 
frequently be contented with the simpler question, " is the 
reasoning correct ?" To this of course he has already, perhaps 
unconsciously, been accustomed ; for example, if a complicated 
construction occurred in Euclid, he merely confined himself, at 
least for some time, to an examination of the consistency of 
the construction, and the truth of the deductions from it, 
without attempting to retrace the steps by which Euclid 
arrived at his consti*uction. 

98. On account of the importance of Taylor's Theorem 
we shall add another demonstration ; this demonstration is 
due in substance to Cauchy. 

Let F{x) and f[x) be two functions of x which remain 
continuous, as also their differential coefficients, between the 
values a and a + A of the variable a?. Suppose also that be- 
tween these same values the derived function/' (a?) does not 

vanish. Then the fraction ■— r^ -Jj—: shall be equal 

F'lx) ^^""^^^--^^"^ 

to the value of -777— v , when in the latter x has some value 

/ W 
included between the specified values ; that is, denoting 
some proper fraction, we shall have 
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F(a + h)-F{a) _ F'{a+ dh) 
/{a + h)-f{a) f'(a+0h)' 

Let J. F(a + h)-F{a) ^ 

f{a + h)-f{a)' 

then since f'{x) is continuous and does not vanish between 
the values a and a + A of ar, it retains the same sign ; and 
thus /(a?) continually increases or continually decreases : see 
Art. 89. Hence /(a + h) —/(a) cannot be zero, and we may 
therefore multiply by it ; so that 

F{a^h)- F{a) - R {/{a + h) ^/(a)} = 0. 

Let <l> (x) denote the function 

F(a + h) -F{x) - R [f{a + h) -/(x)} : 

then ij> (x) is continuous while x lies between a and a + h; 
and so also is the differential coefficient <f>(x), that is 
— F'{x)'\'Rf'{x). Moreover 4>{x) vanishes, by hypothesis, 
when x = a\ and 6 (x) obviously vanishes when x = a-\-h. 
Hence, by Art. 91, it follows that ^' ix) must vanish for some 
value of x between a and a + A ; this value may be denoted 
by a + 0h, where 6 is some proper fraction. Thus 

''F'{a + 0h)+Rf{a + eh)=^O; 

and, by hypothesis, f'{a + 0h) is not zero, so that we may 
divide by it : therefore 

j,_ F'(a+eh) 

^^f'(a + dh)' 
Thus the required result is obtained. 

99. The result of the preceding Article has been obtained 
on the assumption that the functions are continuous and that 
/' (x) does not vanish between the values a and a + A of the 
variable x. The result however is true if the functions are 
continuous and either of the two F'{x) and f'(x) does not 
vanish. For if F' (a?) does not vanish we may prove as in 
the preceding Article that 

f{a + h)^f(a) ^ f{a+0h) 
F(a + k)''F{a) F'{a-\'0h)' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



cauchy's proof of Taylor's theorem: 77 

and from this it follows of course that 

The reader who wishes to see the application of this 
result to the establishment of Taylor's Theorem, may pass 
on to Art. 106 at once, and then return to the consideration 
of the omitted Articles, in which we shall give another proof 
of the result, and also some geometrical illustrations. 

100. The enunciation of Art 98 being supposed, we may 
an-ange the proof thus : 

Divide h into a number of equal parts, and let a denote 
one of these parts. Consider the fractions 
ir(g4.a)-jP(a) F{a-^2a)-F(a^a) J^ (a+3a)--i^(a + 2a) 
/(a4-a)-./(a)' /(a+2a)-/(a+a)' /(a + 3a)-/(a+2a) ' 
F{a + h)-F{a + h-'x) ,. 

'" f{a + h)''f{a + h^a) ^*^- 

Fonn a new fraction by adding together all the nume- 
rators in (1) for a new numerator, and all the denominators 
in (1) for a new denominator. We thus obtain 
F ia + h)-F(a) 

f{a + h)-f{a) ; ^''- 

Since the denominators which occur in (1) have by hypo- 
thesis all the same sign, we know from algebra that the 
fraction (2) lies in value between the greatest and least of 
those in (1). Now 

F(a-\-a) -F{a) 

F{a+a)-F{a) ^ a 

/(« + a) -/(a) /(a+a)-/(a) > 

a 

.if then we put this fraction equal to - /./) ! +j3, we know 

/ W 
that )8 diminishes without limit when a does so. 

Similarly, 

F(a-\-2oL)-F(a + a) _ F'{a + a ) 
/(a + 2a)-/(a + a) f'{a + a)"^'^' 
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/va + 3a)-/(a+2a) f'{a+2a)^ ' 

F(a + h)-F{a + h''a) ^ F{a^h--a) 
/^a + A)-/(«+A-a) /'(a + A-a) "^^^ 
where 7, 8, ... /a, all diminish without limit when a does so. 

Since the fraction in (2) always lies between the greatest 
and least of the series 

F' (a + h-a) 
/'(a + A-o) +'*' 

it must lie between the greatest and least limits towards 

which these tend; that is, it must lie between the greatest and 

F'(x) 
least values which ^,) - can assume between a and a + A. 

/ W 

F (x) 
But as -TTTT y in passing from its greatest to its least value 

/ («) 
passes through all intermediate values, there must be some 

proper fraction 0, such that 

F[a + h) - F{a) ^ F'{a-\- Oh ) 

101. Suppose f{x) = a: — a; therefore /' (x) = 1. 

The conditions required to be satisfied by f{x) in the 
enunciation of Art. 98 are satisfied. And os /{a^ h) = h, 
and f{a) =0, 

we have F(a + A) - F{a) = hF'(a + Bh). 

This simple case of Art. 98 might of course be proved in 
the same manner as the general proposition was established. 

102. The result of Art. 101 may be applied to shew 
that an expression independent of x is the only one of which 
the differential coefficient with respect to x is always zero. 
For suppose F{x) ^ fuaction, such thej-t F' (x) is p.lways zero ; 
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then, from the last equation in Art. 101 it follows, whatever 
be the value of a and a + A, that i^(a + fe) — F{a) = 0, 



therefore 



F{a-Vh)=F{a). 



Hence the function F{x) has always the same value whatever 
be the value of the variable; that is, it is constant with 
respect to x, or in other words does not depend on x. 

From this it follows, that two functions which have the 
same differential coeflficient with respect to any variable can 
only differ by a constant. For the differential coefficient 
of the difference of these functions being always zero, it 
follows from what we have just proved that this difference 
is a constant. 

103. The result of Art 101 admits of the following simple 
geometrical verification. 

We have already shewn. Art. 43, that if u represent the 
area contained between the 
axes of X and y, the ordi- 
nate y, and any curve, then 

du 

liCt u = F{x), and therefore 
y = F'{x) is the equation to the curve; let OM^a, MN'=h; 

then area OAPM= F{a), 

area OAQN= F{a-{-h), 

therefore area PQNM =^F{a. + h)'- F(a). 

Now it is obvious that a point J? must exist between P and Q^ 
such that, drawing the ordinate BL, 

the rectangle BL . MN= the area PQNM. 
But BL^ria + dh), 

where is some proper fraction ; therefore 

hF(a + eh)--Fia'i-h)-F{a). 
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104. The following is another geometrical illustration of 
Art 101. 
•^ If y = J^(a?) be the equation to a curve, then F (as) is the 
trigonometrical tangent of the 
angle between the axis of x 
and the tangent to the curve 
at the point {x, y). See Art. 38. 



Let 



then 







is the tangent of the inclination of the chord PQ to the axis 
of X. Hence Art. 101 amounts to asserting that at some 
point R between P and Q tlie tangent RT to the curve is 
parallel to PQ. 

We call this an illustration. When, however, the student 
has sufficiently considered the nature of the tangent to a 
curve, it may amount to a proof of the proposition in 
question. 

105. The following is an illustration of the general pro- 
position in Art. 98. 

Let there be two curves APQ and apq. Let F(x) denote 
the area contained between 
the first curve, the axes of x 
and y, and an ordinate to 
the abscissa x ; then y=F'(x) 
is the equation to this curve. 
Let /(a?) denote a similar area 
with respect to the second 
curve ; then y =/' {x) is the 
equation to this curve. 

Let OM=a, MN^h. 
Then i' (a + A) - i^(a) = area PMNQ, 

f{cb + Ti)''f{a) = area jpJf^j. 
Hence the equation 

F{a-vK)^F{a ) ^ Fja^-eh) 
f{a'\rh)-f{a) f\a-\r0h) 
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amounts to the assertion that there must exist some point R 
between P and Q, such that 

aiea.PMNQ ^BL 
Bxea,pMNq "" rL ' 

106. Suppose now that F{x) and f(x) and all their dif- 
ferential coefficients up to the (n + 1)*** inclusive, are con- 
tinuous between the values a and a + A of the variable x ; 
moreover suppose that one of the two F'ix) and /' (x) does 
not vanish between the same values, also one of the two 
F' {x) and f {x), and so on up to F^^' (x) and /"^^ {x). 
Then, by Art. 99, 

F{a + h)- F{a) _ F'{a + O Ji) 

F' {a + 0Ji) - F' (a) _ F" (a + 0,h) 
f{a + e,h)^f{a) Tia + e.h)' 

rifl^d\h)^r[a) T{a^e,hy 

J^ » (g + eji) ^F^{a) _ i^"^^ (g + dh) 

where 0^,0^, 5,, 6, are all proper fractions. 

Let us now suppose that F' {x), F" (a:), ... F"" {x\ f (x), 
f'(x), .../"(a;) all vanish when x = a\ then from the above 
equations 

F{a+h)'-F{a) ^ F^^'{a + 0h) 
f{a-^h)--f{a) f^'ia + dh) " 

107. If we take f(x) = (a? - a)*^^ we find that the requi- 
site conditions are all satisfied ; that is, f(x) and its diffe- 
rential coefficients are continuous, and the differential coeffi- 
cients do not vanish between the values a and a + A of the 
variable; also all the differential coefficients up to the n^ 
inclusive vanish when a? = a. And 

r^'{x)=\n±l, /(a)=0, f{a + h) = h'*\ 

Suppose then that F{x) and aU its differential coefficients 
are continuous between the values a and a + A of the varia- 

T. D. a G 
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ble, and that all the diiferential coefficients up to the n^ in- 
chisive vanish when aj = a; we have by Art. 106, 

Suppose a = and i^(a)=0, then 

108. Application to Taylor^ s Theorem, 

Let ^ (a? + A) be a function which is to be expanded in 
a series of ascending positive integral powers of h. Let 

4>{x + h)-<i>{p:)-H'(x)-^i^"{x)-...-^<ir{x) = F{h). 

Then Fiji) and its diflFerential coefficients with respect to A, 
up to the n^ inclusive, vanish when A = 0. Also 

F'^\h) = if>'^'{x^h), 
Hence, by the last equation of Art. 107, 

and therefore 

From this Taylor's Theorem follows whenever the func- 
tion is such that, by sufficiently increasing n, the term 

can be made as small as we please. 
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109. The following proof of Taylor's Theorem deserves 
notice, as it depends only on the equation which is proved 
geometrically ill Art 103. Let 

^(z)-^{cc)-{z-x)<t>'ix)-^^\"ix)-...-^'^<t>''(x] 

be called F(x), then F' {x) = - ^^^" <f>'*\x). 

Now, by Art. 103, Fix) = F(z) + {x-z) F' {z + {x- z)\. 
Also F(z)=0, 

and r{z + 0ix-z)]^-^--^j^<f>'*'{z + d{x-z)}; 

therefore <f>(,z)-<l> (x) -{z-x) f (a;) - ^^'f 4>" (x) - 

Lf. 



-^^^^^^^^r'i'+Hx-z)}. 



1 

-j>''*'[z+0{x-z)]. 

Put hiox z — X, then 

^(a; + A) = <^(^)+Af (^)+|f' (^) + + ^"</>**(^) 

110. The result of the preceding Article gives us an 
expression for the remainder after w+ 1 terms of the expansion 
of ^ (a; + A), differing in form from that we found before. If 
we assume tf = 1 — ^j, the remainder becomes 

111. * In the proofs given of Taylor's Theorem, we have 
supposed all the functions that occur to be continuous. If 
the function we wish to expand, or any of its differential 
coefficients up to the (n+ 1)*^ inclusive, be infinite for values 

G2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 FAILURE OF TAYLOR'S THEOREM. 

of the variable lying between certain values, the demonstration 
given of the theorem 

!• lit+l 

/(x+A)=/(x)+A/(a;)+ +|/.(a,)+j^/^«(x+^A). 

is no longer valid. It is usual to speak of the cases where an 
infinite value enters as " instances of the failure of Taylor's 
Theorem.** The phrase is connected with the imperfect mode 
of demonstration given in Arts. 86 and 87, in which it was 
not settled beforehand when the theorem supposed to be 
demonstrated was really true and when it was not. For ex- 
ample, suppose 

/(a;) = V(a?-a), 

so that f{x + h) = V(^ - a + A). 

Then it would be said that/(iJ7 + h) can always he expanded 
in a series of whole positive powers of A, except when x = a. 

When aj = a, /'(a?), f"{x), ... all become infinite, and 
f[x-\-h) becomes tjh. 

112. It was usual in that system of treating the Differen- 
tial Calculus referred to in Art. 85, to express, or imply, 
two propositions with respect to the "failure of Taylor's 
Theorem." 

(1) If the true expansion of /(a + A) in powers of h 
contain only integral positive powers of A, then none of the 
quantities/(a),/' («),/"(«), .-• can be infinite. 

(2) If the true expansion oi f{a-\-h) in powers of A 
involve negative or fractional powers of A, then some one of 
the quantities /(a), /' (a), f" (a), ... is infinite, as well as 
all which succeed it. 

By the true expansion of /(a + A) is meant the expansion 
obtained by some legitimate algebraical process, applicable to 
the example in question, as the Binomial Theorem for example. 
The proof of the above two propositions was given thus. 

Suppose f{a-{-h)=^A^ + AJV'^A^-\'Ap+ 

to be. the true expansion, A^ -4„ ..., not containing A. Then, 
to obtain /'(a), f" {a), .,, we may differentiate /(a + A). 
i&uccessively with respect to A, and put A = in the result. 
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If then a, iS, 7, be all positive integers, we shall never 

have negative powers of h introduced by successive differen- 
tiation of /(a + A). Hence, by putting A = 0, we introduce 
no infinite values. 

But if any one of the exponents a, A 7, ... be negative, 
f{a + h) and all its differential coeflScients contain negative 
powers of A, and therefore/(a), /' (a), /" (a), ... are all infinite. 

If none of the exponents be negative, but one or more of 
them be positive fractions, suppose that 7 is the smallest of 
such fractions, and that it lies between the integers n and 
w -H 1. Then /(a + h) and all its differential coefficients up to 
the n^ inclusive are jfree from negative powers of h\ but 
/*'*"^(a + A) and all the subsequent differential coefficients con- 
tain negative powers of A. Hence/"'^^(a) is the first differen- 
tial coefficient that becomes infinite, and all the following 
differential coefficients are infinite. 

113. It will be of use hereafter to remark that if for a finite 
value of the variable any function becomes infinite, so also 
does the differential coefficient of the function. In proof of 
this, it is sufficient to notice the different cases that may arise. 
An Algebraical function can only become infinite, for a finite 
value of the variable, by having the form of a fraction the 
denominator of which vanishes. Now when we differentiate 
8 fraction we never remove the denominator, so that the 
differential coefficient also has a vanishing denominator, and 
therefore becomes infinite. Similarly, the second, third, ... 

differential coefficients are also infinite. 

1 
The transcendental functions logo? and a* which both 
become infinite when a?=0, have their differential coefficients, 

namely - and ^^ (f^ also infinite when a? = 0. 

The trigonometrical functions, such as tana; and sec a?, 
which can become infinite, are fractional forms, and fall under 
the observations already made. 

The proposition is not necessarily true for functions which 
become infinite for an infinite value of the variable, as may be 
seen in the case of log a?, which is infinite when a? is infinite, 

while its differential coefficient - vanishes. 

X 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 
1. Ifv = tan £ , -r = '; 1- 

^ 2^ 

4 Tf _v/ 0-a'')e*''"'' d}/_ jce"""'' V(l-a^-a; 

Tr /sinaj\*^* ciy v (a; cos a? — sin a?) , ex 

5. Ifv=( , -f=:^^ ^^ ^log— — . 

^ \ X J ^ ax sm'ic ® sina: 

8. If a? = a cos 5 + 6 sin ^, and y = a sin 5 — J cos 6, then 

9. If cos-' ^ = log f|) , then 

10. Shew that (a: - 2) e* + a? + 2 is positive for all positive 
values of a?. 
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CHA.Pl'ER VII. 

EXAHFLE;g OF EXPANSION OF FUNCTIONS. 

114. Wi shall first apply the formulae of the preceding 
Chapter to expand certain functions. 

Ile$|||nired the expansion of (1 +«)", m not being assumed 
to Jbe a positive integer. 

If f{x)={i+xr, 

we have /' {x) = m (1 + ar)""', 

f"{x) = m(m-\){l+x)'^, 



f {x)=m (w - 1) ... (m - « + 1) (1 + x)"-'. 
/"« (x) = m (m - 1) ... (ot - w) (1+ «)-■*•' ; 
hence /(O) = 1, f{0) = m. /"(O) = m («-l), ... 
Therefore, by Art. 95, 

m (tw - 1) ... (w - w) (1 + tfa;)'""""\ 



k+1 



If a? be less than 1 the last term can be made as small as 
we please by suflSciently increasing n, and in that case the 



infinite series 



■, , m (w — 1) - 
1 + ma? + . ^ \ — ^ a;' + ... 

Lf 



can, by taking a suflScient number of terms, be brought as 
near as we please to (1 + a?)". 
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115. Let f{x) = (f. 
By Arts. 95 and 79, we have 

a'==\+x loga+.^ (loga)»+ ... + ~ (logo)" 

a!«^'o»»(logo)"^' 

Hence, changing a to c, and remembering that log e = 1, 

The term ■ may be made as small as we please by 

sufficiently increasing n. Hence we obtain an infinite series 
for 6*, namely, 

Put a? = 1, and we have 

e=l + l + i-+j| + j|4... 

This series may be used for calculating the approximate 
value of 6, and we may shew from it that e must be an ir^ 
commensurable number. See Plane Trigonom^ry, Chap. x. 

It is found that 6 = 2718281828.... 

116. Let /(a;) = sina;. 
By Arts. 95 and 78, 

8maj = ar-^+i^- 

, a?* . /n7r\ , a?"^' . /n+l . ^ > 



w X 
Similarly cos a? = 1 — .— + r-r — .. 

[1 [± 



^5 



,— cosf — )+j — — cosf-^- TT+^ar . 
[n \2 J \n + l \ 2 J 
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In Arts. 115 and 116» the student will see that the last 
term can be made as small as we please, whatever be the 
value of a?, if n be taken large enough, 

117. Let f{x)^log{l-\-x); 

therefore /' (x) = j-^ and /' (0) = 1, 



•^*(^)=-^-TT^^°^-^^ 



therefore, by Art 95, 

log(l + a,)=«-^ + ^-... + ti> 



a;* 



2 ■ 3 n 



+ 



(n+l){l + 0xy 



In this series, if we suppose x positive and not greatei 
——J- J can not be greater than unity, 

the error we commit, if we stop at the term -^ — 



IS 

n 



not greater than =- ; that is, the error can be made as 

small as we please by increasing n suflSciently. 
If we change the sign of x, we have 

which does not ^ve a very convenient form to the remainder. 
But by Art. 110, we may also write 
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where 6 is between and 1 ; 



'''''^ (1 - OxY^' " vr^y ' r^ei' 

If a; be less than unity, so also is ^^ , and (7-;^ ) 

can be made as small as we please by taking n large enough. 
Hence, if n be taken lai'ge enougn, the remainder can be 
made as small as we please. 

118. In the preceding Examples, we have been able to 
write down the general term of the series, and the remainder 
after n+1 terms. But if /(a?) be a complicated function, the 
expression for /* (a?) will be generally too unwieldy for us to 
employ. It is, therefore, not unusual to propose such ques- 
tions as " expand eT log (1 + x), by Maclaurin's Theorem, as 
far as'the term involving a;'." Here we are not required to 
ascertain the general term, or the remmnder, or to shew when, 
for the purpose of numerical computation, the remainder may 
be neglected. We proceed thus : 

/(a:) = eMog(l+a:), 
therefore /(0) = 0. 

By Art. 80, 

/'(a^) = 6-'log(l+a:) + ^, 

therefore /(0) = l4 

/"(.)=e'log(l+.)-H^-^.. 

therefore /' (0) = 1 ; 

therefore /'"(0) = 2; 

therefore /"(0) = 0; 

therefore f (0) = 9. 
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Hence e*log (1 + ^) = «^ + 1^ + Ty + jy + •••• 

This may be verified by multiplying the expansion for e* 
by that for log (I + x). 

119. Methods of expansion of more or less rigour are 
often adopted in special cases of which we will proceed to 
give examples. We do not lay any stress upon them as 
exact investigations, but they may serve as exercises in dif- 
ferentiation. 

Expand tan'"\c in powers of x. 

Assume tajQr^x=^A^'\-AiX + J^o[?+... + A^x*-\- (1). 

Diflferentiate both sides with respect to x, 

then j-J^, = ^, + 2^,a;+... + n^,aj"-' + (2). 

But j-i-j^l-a;' + aj*-a;* + a;'- (3), 

by simple division, or by the binomial theorem. 

Equating coefficients of like powers of x in (2) and (3), 
we have 

J,= l, ^,= 0, ^3 = -i, ^,= 0,... 

and putting a? = in (1), we get -^^^ = ; therefore 

. — 1 X . X •*' . 

tan a; = a?--- + T — ■?r+ ••• 
3 5 7 

This example may also be easily treated by the rigorous 
method already used in Arts. 114... 117. It appeass from 
Examj)le 18, page 65, that the n^^ iliffierential coefficient of 
tan'^a* with respect to a? is 



^ — '- ;^sm — -ntan'a;) 
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Hence we have 

+ i — ^ ^^ sin ] ^— --^ (n + 1) tan 'ex\ . 

. (n + m + e'a^r ^ ^ ^ 

And if a; be numerically less than 1, the last term can be 
made as small as we please by sufficiently increasing n ; so 
that the infinite series 

a? s^ a^ 
^-3+5-7+- 

can by taking a suflScient number of terms be brought as near 
as we please to tan"*a?. 

120. Expand sidT^x in powers of a;. 

Assume sixT^x = Aq + A^x + A^x* + ... +A^x* + (1). 

DiflFerentiate both sides ; thus 

^^^^_^,^ ^A, + 2A,x+SA,x'+... + nA,x''-'+..,{2), 

by the Binomial Theorem. 

Hence, comparing the coefficients in (2) and (3), we de- 
termine A^, A^y ..., and putting a; = in (1) we get Aq = 0. 
Substituting in (1), we have 

. ., la?' 1.3 x' , 

«^^ ^ = ^ + 2-3 +274-5 +•••• 

It should be remarked that there are two considerations 
which limit the generality of this investigation. We take 

-rr. 7T as the diflferential coefficient of sin""* x, whereas the 

s/il-x') 

radical ought strictly to have the double sign : see Art. 65. 
And we take sin"* x to vanish with a?, whereas we know, by 
Trigonometry, that sin"* x might be any multiple of tt when 
x vanishes. 
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Similar remarks apply to the expansions in the next two 
Articles. 

121. Expand ef^'^' in powers of x. 
Put ^•to-»* = y (1), 

therefore (1-^*) ^ — ar^^^a'y (4). 



Assume y = A^-\-A^x + A,jx?-\- A^x^ + ... + ^^aj" + ...(5) ; 



therefore -v^ = 



^= 2A, +...+n(n-l)A^~-'+... 

Substitute these values oty, -f-, and j^, in (4), then equate 

the coefficients of like powers of x on both sides, and we 
obtain 

^'-.-(^ + l)(n + 2)^* W. 

Equation (6) will enable us to determine A^, A^, A^, ... as 
soon as we know A^ and A^. 

But ^^ is the value of y or e*"^~*' when a? = 0, and 

-4 J is the value of -^ or g"*^"'^ ^ ^ i , when a; = ; 

therefore -4^ = 1, and A^ = a. 
Hence, by (6), 

- _ a* J _ «* 
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and so on ; 

therefore e-'^-'-=l + ax + # + ^i^)«' + ^(?!±^x^ 

a(a« + l)(a'+3«) . 
+ ^1 af + ... 

a* 
Since e«"*""*' = 1 + a sin"'a: + — (sin"'a:)' + . . . 

we have, by equating the coefficients of a in this series, and 
in the result just found, 

. _, 1 ic' 1.3 rr* 

sin x^x-\ — . — H . — I- . . 

as akeady found. 
Also equating the coefficients of a', we have 

^ ^ ^3.4 ^3.4.5.6 ^3.4.5.6.7.8 ^ 

And equating the coefficients of a' we have 

+ ... 

122. Expand sin (m sin"^ic) in powers of x. 
Putting y for the function, we may shew that 

Proceeding as in Art. 121, we find that 

{n + 1) (n + 2)A^ = (n* - w^A^ ; and thus 

. . . _i . m . m(l'-m*) , 7n(l"-m') (3'-w') - 

sin(msm^a;) = ---ic + — ^-r- ^a;' + — ^^ r-^ ^a;'+.... 

1 [3 L5 

Similarly cos (m sin'* a:) 

__ m« , m'{2'^m^ m'(2'-m') (4«-m') , 

" L? [i [i ' 
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123. Expand -ir— r in powers of x. 

We shall first shew that no odd power of x except the first 
can occur in the expansion. Denote the function by ^(cc). 

Then 4>{^)''^ (-^) = ■^ri'-'^zri 

_ a; xe" _ a? (1 — e*) __ 

This shews that no odd power of x except the first can occur 
in <j) {x) ; for every odd power of x which occurs in <{> {x) must 
also occur in ^ (a?) — ^ (— x). 

We have ^ (x) (e* — 1) = a? ; therefore e*^ {x) = a; 4- ^ {x). 

Diflferentiate successively with respect to x ; thus 

^{4>'(x)+,f,{x)} = i + 4>'{x), 

(f{<l>"{x)+2<l>'{x)+<t>{x)} = il>"{x), 
^ {<!>'" (x) + Sf (x) + 3<f,' (x) + if>ix)]= f " {x), 
er {<!>"" (x) + A<l>"'ix) + 6<j>"ix) + 4f (x) + ^ (a;)} = f '" {x). 
and so on. 

Put 0! = in these equations ; thus 

^(0) = 1, 

2<j>'(p) + <f>{0)=0, 

3f' (0) + 3f (0) + ^(0) = 0, 

4f "(0) + 6^"(0) + 4^'(0) + f (0) = 0. 
and so on. 

Hence we find in succession 

f(o) = -^, f (o) = J-, f"(o)=o, f"'(o) =-!.... 

It is usual to denote the expansion thus : 

-5-^=l-ia? + ^aj'-.— V + .— 'a?'-— 'a?«+...: 

the coeflScients B^, B^,B^, Bj,... are called the numbers of 
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Bernoulli, having been first noticed by James Bernoulli It 
will be found that 

» * p«_^ p ^ p * p ^ 

^"6* •~30' •"42' '"SO* -^""Oe''* 

EXAMPLES. 

1. If 6** (3 — a?) — 4a?e* — a? — 3 be expanded by Maclaurin's 
Theorem, the first term is — r-r • 

Li 

2. Expand log (1 + e*) in powers of w. 
Result log2 + - + ^-jpr^+... 



3. Expand e**^' in powers of x. 



X* 

Result l + a?*+ Q-+ ... 



4. e'seca:= H-a? + ar + -^ + ... 

o 

6. V(l + ^a'+^2ir*) = l + 2a!+4x*+... 

7. (e' + 0" = 2"{l+j|a^ + ^^^«*+...}. 

+ ... 
, a;' , 2a;* , Ua? . 16 x 17x' 

11. sm-(a, + A) = 8m-x+-7-^A_ + ^3^| 

l + 2a-' A' 3a;(34-2.r'') A* 
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12. log(l-x + x')=-«+^+^ + ^-^... 

13. log{. + V(a« + a^)} = log«+^-|34 + l^g-.. 

14. log(l+sma?)=aj — — + g- ... 

15. e--=l + «+f-^-^... 

16. For what values of x does Taylor's Theorem fidl, if 
' y — x/ y''(^ \7 \> ^^d which is the first differential 

coefBcient that becomes infinite 1 

17. Shew that 

tan-'(a;+ A) =tan"»a? + A sin'5 -| sin*5 sin 2^ 

+ ^ sin»5 sin3^- ^sin*^ sin 45+ ... 
where 5 = x — tan"^a?. See Example 18 of Chapter v. 

18. By putting A = — a? in Example 17, shew that 

w >, . ^ ^ cos'5 sin 25 . cos'5 sin S0 
--5 = sm5cos5+ + ^ 

cos* sin 45 

19. By putting A = — a? — in Example 17, shew that 

IT _ sm0 sin25 8in35 sin 45 

2 ~ cos5"*" 2 cos*5"*"3co?5 "^400^5 ■*"••• 

20. By putting A = — V(l + ^ i^ Example 17, shew that 
I(7r-5)=sin5 + isin25 + ^sin35 + ^8in45+... 



T. D. C. H 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

SUCCESSIVE DIFFERENTIATION. DIFFERENTIATION OF A 
FUNCTION OF TWO VARIABLES. 

124. We have, in Art. 77, defined the second diflferential 
coeflficient of a function to be the differential coefficient of the 
differential coefficient of that function. The differential 
coefficient of the second differential coefficient ^las been called 
the third differentia.! coefficient, and so on. We are now 
about to give wotber view of these successive differential 
coefficieuts. 

125. Let y=/(^), 

y + Ay=/(a:+A), 

therefore Ay =/ (^ + A) — / (a?) . 

In the right-hand member of the last equation change x into 
x-^h and subtract the original value ; we thus obtain 

/(^+2A)-/(a: + A)-.{/(a: + A)-/(^)}, 

or /(x + 2h) - 2/ (a; + h) +/ {x). 

This result, agreeably to our previous notation, may be 
denoted by A(Ay), which we abbreviate into A*y. Hence 

^V =/(^ + 2A) - 2/(a: + h) +f (x). 

Similarly A (A*y) or A'y will be equal to 

f{x + Bh) - 2f(x + 2h) 4-/(0? + h) 

^[f(x + 2h)--2f{x + h)+f{x)l 

that is, A'y =f{x + Bh) - Bf{x + 2h) + Bf{x + h) -f{x). 
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126. By pursuing the method of the last Aiticle we find 
expressions for AV A*y, ... We shall not for our purpose 
require the general expression for A"y. It will, however, be 
easy for the reader to shew, by an inductive proof, that 

...... ±nf{x-^h)Tf {a:). 



A'v <^v 

127. To shew that the limit of v^-^a ^^ ^ • 

We have, by Art. 125, 

AV=/(^+ ?A) ^ 2f{x^-h) +/(x). 
But, by Art. 92, 

f{x+2h)^f{x)+2hf{x)+^ri^)+^^r^ 
fi^x+h) ^f{x)^hf[x\-^^r{x) ^^r{x f ejti 

6 2^nd 0^ being proper fractions. Hence 

A'y = hy (^) + J W" (x + 2eh) -/'" {x + eji)]. 

Divide both sides by A', that is (Aa;)*, and. then let A bo 
diminished indefinitely. Hence we obtain 

theUmitof ^,=/'(a:); 

A*i/ (Pv 
that is, the limit of yr-^a is -A^ . 

128. The result of the last Article may be generalized by 
the inductive method of proof. Assume 

A"y = Ay»(x) + A"^'i|r(a:) (1), 

where '^{x) is a functioti of x and A, which remains finite 
when h is made =* 0. From (1) we have 

• A"-'^y=Ay»(x+A)+A."^'t(^+'^)-{^y"(4^^ : 

^h^{r{x^h)--r{x)]-^K^''[^{x^-h)--^{x^^^^^^^^ .: 

H2 
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Now, by Art. 92, 
therefore 

^h*y^^\x)+hr^^,{x) (2). 

Equation (2) shews us that, granting the truth of (1), we 
can deduce for A^^^y a value of the same form as that we 
as^med for A*y. But Art. 127 gives for A*y an expression 
of the assumed form ; hence A*y has the same form, and so 
also has A*y, and generally A*y. 

From equation (1), by dividing both sides by V and then 
diminishing h indefinitely, we have 

theUmitof ^-^^=/»(a:); 

that is, the limit of ,. ,, is j4 • 
(Aa;)* dx* 

129. Hitherto we have only considered functions of (me 
independent variable; that is, we have supposed in the equa- 
tion y^f{x), although quantities denoted by such symbols 
as a, &, ... might occur in /(a?), yet they were not susceptible 
of any change. Suppose now we have the equation 

and let y denote some constant quantity and x a variable, 
we have 

du 

From the same equation, if a? be a constant quantity and y 
a variable, we obtain 

Of course we cannot simultaneously consider x both con- 
stant and variable ; but there will be no inconsistency if on 
one occasion and for one purpose we consider x constant, 
and on another occasion and for another purpose we consider 
it variable. 
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130. If X and y denote quantities such that either of 
them may be considered to change without aflfecting the other, 
they are called independent varmbles, and any quantity w, the 
value of which depends on the values of x and y, is called a 
" function of the independent variables x and y ;" 

-^, -T-j, -T-,, ..., denote the successive differential co- 
efficients of u, taken on the supposition that x alone varies ; 

T-. -7-5* -7-H. ...» denote the successive diflferential co- 
dif d'jf d'if' 

efficients of w, taken on the supposition that y alone varies. 

131. If w be a function of the independent variables x 

and y, then -r- will also be generally a function of x and y. 

Hence we may have occasion for its differential coefficient 
with respect to a: or y. The former is denoted by 

cfu 
da?' 

as already stated ; the latter is denoted by 

,du 

dx 

dy ' 

which is abbreviated into j— ,-. 

dya^ 

Again, both -i— , and r-j- will be generally functions 

of both X and y. These may require to be diflFerentiated with 
respect to x or y. Hence we use such symbols as 

(Pu (fa J d^u 

and 



dyda?' dxdydx* dy^dx' 

the meaning of which may be gathered from the preceding 
remarks. For example, /i ri ^ implies the performance 
of three operations : we are to differentiate u with respect 
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to X, feuppositig y constant; the resulting function is to be 
diflferentiated with respect to y, supposing x constant ; this 
last result is to be differentiated with respect to x, supposing 
y constant. 

132. In considering the equation y=/(ir), where we have 
one independent variable, the student could be referred to 
analytical geometry of two dimensions for illustrations of the 
nature of a dependent variable and of a differential coeffi- 
cient See Arts. 35... 43. In like manner, if he is acquainted 
with the elements of analytical geometry of three dimensions, 
he will be assisted in the present Chapter of the Differential 
Calculus. For instance, the equation 
z^ax + by-\-c 
represents a plane ; x and y are two independent variables, of 
whifch « is a function. Here 

dz ^ dz _j 

dx" * dy ' 

and all the higher differential coefficients, -7^, ^3, ..., 

vanish. 

Again, ^ = V(^'-^'-y') • (1), 

is the equation to a sphere. If we pass from a point on 
the sphere, whose co-ordinates are x and y, to a point whose 
co-ordinates are x -f Aa? and' y, we vary x without varying y. 
If in this case the value of the third co-ordinate \>e z + Az, 
we have 

^ + A;5 = ^{r'-y»-(a; + Aa:)»} (2). 

A« 
From (1) and (2) we can of course find -r— ; and its lint it, 

which we denote by -j- > will be -77-2 i sv • 

The process is the same as if we had given 

z = ^{a^'-x^, 
where a is a constant ; from which we deduce 

dz _ —X 

di" J(u'-x')' 
and finally put r^ — y' for a\ 
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On the other hand, if we pass from the point (a?, v) to 
a point having x and y + Ay for its co-ordinates, we nave, 
as before, 

z + Az = J{r'^x'--{y-i-Ayy] ....(3). 

Now, in (2) and (3) w^ have used Az; but we do not 
mean tlaat the value attached to the symbol is the same in both 
cases. If there were any risk of error by confounding them, 
we could use A'jz in (3), or something similar. But in fact 

we only use (3) to assist us in forming a conception of -,- ; 

and since we look on -y- and -y- as whole symbols not admit- 
dx dy ^ 

ting of decomposition, the question can never occur, " Is the 

dz in -v- the same as the dz in -7- ?" 
dx dy 

133. When t* is a function of two independent variables, 

,.^ .4 ^ . diit du d^u d^u 

the differential coefficients t-, ^r-i ^, , i , •..; are 

often called "partial differential coeflSicients." Each of these 
differential coefficients is obtained by one or more operations, 
every operation being conducted on the supposition that only 
one of the possible variables x and y is actually variable. 

Let us suppose for example that w = tan"^ - ; then 
du V du X 



dx x'+y" dy a'+y" 

<?M _ 2xy ^ _ 2xy 

and so oiu 

By differentiating -p with respect to y we obtain 

/I— 
dx fl^ — y' 



dy ~(^'+yy 
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and by differentiating ^ with respect to oj we obtain 

dy _ a?-j^ 



dy _ 



Thus we see that in this example 
jdu ydu 

W'^ '"• 

or, as we may write it, 

d^u _ d^u 
dydx'' dxdy ^ ^' 

We shall prove in the next Article that this result is 
universally true. Of the two modes of writing the result 
given in (1) and (2) the second is the more commodious, but 
it has the disadvantage of making the theorem which we 
have to "prove appear obvious to the student, because it sug- 
gests to him that he is merely comparing two fractions. But 
as we have already remarked, a svmbol for a differential 
coefficient is defined as a whole, and is not to be decomposed 
into a numerator and a denominator. See Arts. 26 and 77, 

134. If vi be any function of the independent variables x 
and y, 

^du ^du 

dx . dy 

dy "" dx * 

Let tt= ^ (a;, y) ; change x into x-\-h, then by Art. 92, 

we may therefore write 

«^(a? + A,y)-<^(a?, y) = A^ + A"t; (1), 

where v is a certain function of a? and y, which remains finite 
when A = 0. In (1) write y + A? for y ; then the left-hand 
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member becomes ^{x-^h, y-Vh) --^{Xyy-k-lc)) by Art 92 

^ becomes j~ + ^"7"+ ^A where ^ remains finite when 

i = ; and v becomes v + Aa, where a is a quantity which re- 

dv 
mains finite when A = 0, for it tends to -y- as its limit. Thus 

dy 

4>{x^K y'\-k)^it>{x,y-{-k)^h^^hkJ^^-Wp 

+ h\'\-VkOL (2). 

Subtract (1) from (2) ; thus 
^ (a? + A, y + A) - ^ (x + A, y) - ^ (a;, y + i) + ^ (a?, y) 
^du 

^hk^ + h'kx^hk^^. 
dy 

Divide by hk, and then suppose h and k to diminish inde- 
finitely; therefore 

^du 

dm 
--f— = the limit when h and A? vanish of 
dy 

^ {x + h, y + k)-<f) (x + h, y)-4> (a?, y + A?) + <^ (a?, y) 
AJfc 

In a similar way, by first changing y into y-\-k, and after- 

jdu 

wards x into x+h,we can prove that -j^ is also equal to 

the above limit 

^du ydu 

•TT dx dv 

Hence — r— = -^-^ . 

ay dx 

135. The object of the preceding Article is to prove that 

7 J = 7 T ; this is done by shewing that each of these 
dydx dxdy ^ ^ 

quantities is equal to the limit of a certain expression. It is 
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compaxatively unimportant what that expression is, but it is 
of some interest to notice the analogy of the result to those 
in Arts. 127 and 128. 

Proofs of the proposition in the preceding Article have 
tsometimes been given which appear simpler than that here 
adopted, but they are deficient in strictness. In particular 
an assv/mption has sometimes been made which deserves to 
be noticed. The following is substantially a proof that has 

dx 
been given. To obtain —7— involves, according to the defi- 
nition of the syiiibol, the following operations. (1) In the 
function u we put a; + A for a?, subtract the original value 
from the new value, and then divide by A. (2) We find the 
limit of the result when A = 0. (3) We now put y + & for y, 
subtract the original value from the new value, and then 
divide by h. (4) We find the limit of the result when A = 0. 
All this is immediately derived from first principles; the 
next step however is the assumption that we may perform 
the third of the above operations before the second instead of 
after it. With this assumption the required result is readily 
obtained ; for from the first operation we get 

h 
then from the third we get 

^ (^ + fe> y + /g) - ^ (a? + A, y) - <^ (a?, y + fc) + <^ {x, y) 

^du 
and according to our assumption, the limit of this is • , . 

jdu 
a-r- 

And by a similar assumption it is found that -r*' is also 
equal to the same limit. 

One more remark must be made to guard against a possible 
error. In the proof of Art. 134 we have used v for i^"(a? + 6h, y) ; 
in this expression all that is kno^vn of is that it is a 
proper fraction, and it must not be assumed to be a function 
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of X cmly* Thus when y is changed into y + h the value of 
6 will generally change. This does not affect the preceding 
proof, because it was not necessary there actually to find the 

value of -j-'y but the 'assumption that does not change 

when y changes has rendered some proofs unsound which 
have been given of the proposition in Art. 134. 

136. The important principle proved in Art. 134 is 
enunciated thus : " The order of independent differentiations 
is indifferent ;" or it is refert-ed to as the principle of the 
* convertibility of independent differentiations." It may be 
extended to any number of differentiations; so that if a 
function of two independent variables, x and y, is to be dif- 
ferentiated m times with respect to ar, and n times with respect 
to y, the result will he the same in whatever order the dif- 
ferentiations he performed. In proof of this we have only 
to apply the theorem of Art. 134 repeatedly in the manner 
shewn in the following example. 

_, - d^u d^u 

To prove that dfdTx^d^^' 



d^u dydx , i /» -x- 

y g ., = • ■ : ■ , by denmtion, 
dy^dx dy ' ^ ' 



e?-'^" 



' dxdy 
dy 

dJ'u 
dydxdy 



, by Art. 134, 



, by definition. 



cPv .^ du 
• , if t; = 



dyiix * dy ' 

d^v 



' dxdy 

d?u 
dx dy* 



, by Art. 134, 
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1S7. If u be a function of the three independent variables, 
^y y* ^, we have in a similar manner 



dy dz dz dy * 

d^u _ d^u 
dx dz dz dx 

d*u _ d*u 
dxdy" dydx* 

d^u d^u JPu 



dxdydz dxdzdy dzdxdy* 



and 80 on. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. If u=: o o , find •■ , and ^ — r- • 

a'—jT dxdy dy dz 

2. Verify in the following cases the equation 

d^u _ d^u 
dxdy^ dydx' 

w = a;siny + y sin a?, 

u^xlogy, 

w=slogtan-, 
x 

^^ ay-hx 
hy-^ax* 

w = ylog(l + a?y). 
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where a4-a' = yS + /8' = 7 + 7' = ... = w, 

shew that ^l^^V J' ~ ^^* 

In this example u is called a Jvomogeneous function of n 
dimensions. 

4. If tt be a homogeneous function of n dimensions, 
shew that 

5. If w be a homogeneous function of n dimensions, 
shew that 

6. Verify the theorems in Examples 3 and 4 in the follow- 
ing cases : 

t. = .^, 
x-^y 

7. If u = a?V + e*y V + a:*y*«*, shew that 

8. If tt = e"^, shew that 

9. If t« = yV(«' - aO + a? V(«' -yO> shew that 

» 
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10. It u^ tan"^ -jj- — ^ ST , shew that 

cPu _ 1 d^u _ Ibxy 

dxdy" (\^a?'\'y')^' (ic'dy*"* (l + aj* + y«;'' 

11. If w = a:V(«*-j/OV(a'-«^+yV(a'-«')V(a'-a;^ 
shew that 

12. If w = log (a:* + y' + -8^ - 3a:y-2r), shew that 

1 d^u IdAJt^dAidu^ _^ 

Qdxdyd;s Bdx dy dz ' 

du da du ^ 3 



rf*c dy dz ic-\-y-Vz* 

d^u • d^* d^* <^*u d*^ d'M 

cte* dy'' d^ d^ dy dy dz dz dx 

9 



{x-ty-^zyy 

d^u , d^u d^u 360 



dx'dy^d!^^ ds^dfdz^ dx^dy'^dz (a;+y +-&)"' 
d'i* d^u d^u _ 3 



dx^^ dif^ dz^ (x^y^-zy 
d^u d'li. , d^w 72 



da^dydz dxdy^dz dxdydz* (x-^-y-^zf 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Lagrange's theobem and laplace*s theorem. 

138. Suppose y=? + ^<^(y) (i), 

where z and x are independent, and it is required to expand 
f{y) according to ascending powers of x. Put u for /(y), 
then, by Maclaurin's theorem, we have 

- dUf, d^u^ t 1 1 /• du d^u 

where t/^, -j-^, -fiy ... denote the values of u, -=-, -r-^, ... 

when X is put = after differentiation. We proceed to trans- 
form these differential coefficients of u with respect to x into 
a more convenient form in order to ascertain their values 
when a? = 0. We shall first shew tl\at 

iHS=sh)|) ■■ <^). 

supposing that V is any function, of the independent quantities 
X and z, and F{v) any function of v. 

To establish (2) we need only observe that the left-hand 
member is 

/ Tif f ^dv dv , T^, . d^v 

and the right-hand member is 

and these two expressions are equal l)y Art 134. 
From (1) we have 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



112 LAGRANGE'S THEOREM. 

therefore -^ = -z -ttt-n . 

therefore _ = ^^_^^. 

dit c?M dy , dtt _ dw ^y 
therefore '^"^^^^Tz ^^^' 



Hence 



das'' 
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Suppose, according to this law, that 

then d^« = ^d^f(2^l Tz\ 

which shews us that the expression for -T-jm follows the same 
law as that for -7-;^ . Hence, since the law has been proved 

to hold for -y-^ and -1-^, it holds universally. 

d"u 
In -j-~ we are to make x = after the differentiation has 

d^u 
been performed; but when we transform -p^, by the above 

formula, into an expression involving only differential co- 
efficients taken with respect to z, we may put a? = before the 
differentiation, since a; is to be considered as a constant in 
differentiating with respect to z. When x=0, 



^=|{*^/w)- 



T.D.C. I 
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and thus 



+fi, 



+ + 

This result is called Lagrange's Theorem. 

139. Suppose y=^F{z-^ic<f} (y)} ; 
required the expansion of /(y) in powers of x. 

Let t stand for z-i-x<f>(t/); then 

dx dt dx dt \^ ^^ ^ ^ ^^ dx) ' 



therefore 






, dy dFdt dF(^ . j^u ^dy) 



therefore 



dF 

dy dt 

dz ^ II f \ dF* 



dt 



Hence i = ^(y)^' 



From this, in the same way as in Art. 138, we deduce 
that 






where '^=f{y)' 

If we make a? = in the equation 
y = F{z + x<f>(:y)l 
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we deduce y^F {z)y 

du_df{F{z)] 
dz dz ' 

and finally. 

This is called Laplace's Theorem. 

140. Lagrange's Theorem may of course be deduced from 
Laplace's, by putting F{z) = z. But Laplace's theorem may 
also be deduced from Lagrange's, thus : 

Li the equation y ^ F[z -{- x<^ {y)] (1), 

put « + A'^(y)=y, 

then y^F{y'), 

thus y' = « + ^<^{i^(y')} (2), 

and f{y) becomes f{F{tf')]. 

Thus we are required to expand f{F{y')] in powers of a*, 
by means of equation (2). But this is precisely what La- 
grange's Theorem effects, the complex functions f[F{y)] and 
^ [F(y')] taking the place of the simple functions f{y') and 

141. It must be remembered, that in quoting Maclaurin's 
Theorem, which serves as the foundation for those of Lagrange 
and Laplace, we ought strictly to have used it in the form 
given in Art. 95, with an expression for the remainder 
after w + 1 terms. That expression for the remainder however, 
becomes so complicated in this case, that we have not referred 
to it. The investigation of Lagrange's and Laplace's Theo- 
rems must be confessed to be imperfect, since the tests of the 
convergence of these series, which alone can justify our use of 
them as arithmetical equivalents for the functions they profess 
to represent, are of too difficult a character for an elementary 
work. The advanced' student may consult Moigno's j&6fo*i5 

12 
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de Cdkvl Diffirentiel^ ISme Lefon, and Liouville's Journal 
de Matymatiques, torn. XL p. 129 and 313. 

142. I£ x=a-\-y<f> (x), we have by Lagrange's Theorem 
fix) =/(a) +y 1^ («,)/' (ar)| +^^ [W^'/'i^)} 

where in the coefficients of the diflferent powers of y, we are 
to make x=^a after the differentiations have been performed. 

^* y ^^ XTT '^ ^ (^)' ®^ ^^^* a; = a is a root of -^ (a;) = ; 
then 

+ ... 

where, in the coefficients of the different powers of -i^ (x) affcer 
the differentiations, x is to be made = a. This series for /(a?) 
in powers of y^ {x) is called Burmann's Theorem. 

143. Let ^Ir^ix) denote the inverse function of -^/r (a;), so that 
if t^ = -^ (a?) we have yfr'^ (u) = x, and therefore '^{^'^{u)} = u. 
If we write '^""^a; for x in Burmann*s Theorem, we have 

^a* iT r f'ix)ix-ay- \ 

+ [3^'L {tW J"^- 

No change is made in the quantities in the square brackets, 
for they do not contain x when the operations indicated are 
completely performed. 

If f{u) = u, we have 

[x--a] ^ a? d nx^ay-l 



aj» ^ [ {x-aY 
'*'\Jda?lmx)\\ 



+ ... 
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and if a = 0, so that y^ (a?) vanishes with x, 



+i 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Given y=z + xef, expand y in powers of x. 
Here ^ (y) = e*, 

/(y)=y; 

therefore ^,|^«/'(^)} = |ie" = »-'e-. 

H. 11 UL 

v*— 1 

2. Given y = « + a; ^-r — , expand y in powers of x. 

Here ^(y)=^. 

therefore ^,|^(i)l-/(^)} = i^,(^-]r. 
Hence y = .+4(.'-l) + g.i.^(.--l)»-h... 



x" 1 d*-' 



3. Given asy — logy = 0, expand y in powers of w. From 
the given equation 

y=^; 

therefore yx — coe^, 

say y* = ase*'. 

I 
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If then we put « =« in the resiflt of the first Example, we 
deduce 

restore yx for y and divide by x ; then 



a? ^ . . «• 



.»-l 



y=l+x + g3+... + -j^^n'" + . 



4. If y = TTTZ"^' expand y* in ascending powers 

of X. 
Since y=__^_, 

we have y V(l — a^) = a; — y ; 

therefore y'(l- a:*) =23"- 2a:y4-y (1), 

and y=| + |.a?. 

We must then put y = « + f- cc, 
so that ^ (y) = I , and/(y) = y*. 

Thus/=««+a:|.-+...+g||i(.«-'-) + ..(2), 

and after the differentiations are performed, we must put 
I for z. 

The quadratic equation (1) which we have employed gives 

two values for y, namely -T-r—rr. 27 ; the series which we 

1 + Y ^1 — a? j 

have obtained in (2) applies to the value with the wpper sign. 

^"278"- 

this be expanded in ascending powers of x the first term is 
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obviously f- 1 : whereaa the first term of the expansioD with 

, that is (-1 . 

Now y=,-x^;? i-V(l-^) ti^^ 

1 + V(1-^) a? 

. «(w + 4)(n + 5) /a;Y*« 
^ 17273 U/ 
Let ai* = 4'f ; thus we obtain 

w(« + 4)(n + 5) 

+ 17271 — *^+- 

Change the sign of n; thus we obtain the expansion in 
powers of t of j^-V^-^O p ^^^^ ^ ^^ |__^j'', 

that is of |L±4l^)|". 

Hence |l±^^}"= i - „, + ^ilzJl ^ 

w(w-4)(w-5 )^ . 
1.2.3 *^+- 

Bfitherto we have put no restriction on the value of n; 
but let us now suppose that n is a positive integer. 

If we expand {H-V(l-4«)r and {l-V(l-4^)r by the 
Binomial Theorem, we see that the sum of the two expressions 

will be a rational function of t which will be of the degree ~ 
if n be even, and of the degree — — if n be odd. 
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By adding the expansions we have found above we obtain 

and by what we have just shewn the series on the right hand 

extends to - + 1 terms if w be even, and to —^ — terms if n 

be odd, so that the remaining terms in the two expansions 
must disappeai* ; that is, the terms arising from one expan- 
sion are cancelled by similar terms arising from the other. 
In the same manner as we deduced the expansion of y" from 

the equation y = ., ,. we may deduce the expansion 

of any other function of y ; for example take logy. Thus 

logy = log^ + ^-^+...+j^-^^(0 + 

where after the differentiations are performed we must put 

SB 

- for e. Therefore 

logy = log - + y +- y +273 UJ +27374 UJ 
, X l-V(l-a?) 

^^•^ y° i+v(i-a.') X — -• 

Let a? = U, and we shall obtain 

l-V(l-4^^ 3 4^ 5,6^ 

^ 2t ^2 ^2.3 ^2,3.4 ^ 

The expaosions ^hich this example has furnished are of 
some importance in mathematics. 

6. If a; = ye*, expand sin (a + y) in powers of x. 
We have given y — xe"". Suppose then y — z-^ are"*, so that 
^ (y) = e"*, and /(y) = sin (a + y). 
The general term given by Lagrange's Theorem is 
aj" (^-' 



+ 



[^^s=i{e^ cos (« + «)}, 
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which becomes 

g (-ir'(l+n')'^e--cos {a + z-(n-l) <^}, 

where cot ^ = w, by a process similar to that in Art. 81. 

Putting « = in this, we have for the required expansion 
sin (a + y) = sin a + a; cos a + ... 

+ 1? (- l)""'(l-f w')^ cos {a - (n - 1) cot-'n} + ... 

6. Given a — y + a? logy = 0, find sin y in powers of x. 

7. Given y = « + x^fe^, expand y'V*' in powers of x, 

8. Given y = ^ + a? sin y, expand sin y and sin 2y in powers 
of a?. 

9. Given y = log {z-\-x cos y), expand ef' in powers of x. 

10. From the equation xy^ + 2x^ + 3a?y* + 2y + 1 = de- 
termine y in ascending powers of x. 

Result 1/ = X a? a^ . . . 

*«««*«' y 2 32 32 4096 

IT 

11. If y = 6* * ^^ find the first four terms of the 
expansion of cos log y in powers of x. 

1 



V2 2 4V2 3 " 
12. If y" + my'+ wy = a;, shew that one value of y is 

n n \n) ri* \n) v? \n) 
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CHAPTER X 

LIMITING VALUES OF FUNCTIONS WHICH ASSUME AN 
INDETERMINATE FORM. 

144. In the statement, the limit of — ^ = 1 when 6 

diminishes indefinitely, we have an example of a fraction 
which approaches a finite limit when the numerator and de- 
nominator each tend to the limit zero. The object of this 
Giapter is to find the limit of any fraction of which the 
numerator and denominator ultimately vanish, and also the 
limiting value of some other indeterminate forms, 

145. Form^. 

such a fraction that both numerator and denominator vanish 
when x = a; it is required to find the limit towards which 
the above fraction tends as x approaches the limit a. 

We have proved in Art. 92 that 

<^ (a + A) - </> (a) = h(l>{a+0h\ 

f{a + h)-ylr{a)^hir'{a + 0ji). 
K then </> (a) = and -^ (a) = 0, we have, by division, 

<f>(a + h) _ 4>(a + eh) 
-fCa + A) '^'(a + ejiY 

Let h diminish indefinitely; then 

xi. T -x 1- r <^(^) • <^'(^) 

the umit when a; = a of , \ \ is ,,, : . 
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146. Suppose that not only 

<l> (a) = 0, and ^jr (a) = 0, 
but also </)'(a)=0, ^"(a)=0, ...</>"(«) «0, 
and ir'(a)=0, -f "(a) = 0, ...-f^Ca; =0. 

By Art 92, 

^(a+A)-t(a)-At'W...-i|t"(«)=j^r"(« + ^.'^)- 
Hence, by division, we have 

-^(a + A) ir'^^a + eji)' 

Diminish h indefinitely, and we have 

xv r -^ v r 4> (^) • </>*'■' W 

the limit when x = a of -7-7-4 is \^+., \ . 

147. In Art. 145, if 

t'(a)=0, 
and • <!> (a) = some finite quantity, 

(h(x) . , . 

we have the limit when a; = a of ,) [ is infinity ; 

ylr{x) ^ 

if <A'(«) = 0, 

and '^' (a) = some finite quantity, 

we have the limit when a? = a of , ^ { is zero. 

Y(a;J 

And in the same manner, we may shew that if the first 
of the diflferential coefficients ^ [a), <^"(a), ... which does not 
vanish, is of a lower order than the first which does not vanish 

of the series -^'(a), -^"(a), ..., the limit of J\ . when a? = a, 

is infinity ; if of a higher order the limit is zero. 
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These results may also be obtained without the use of 
Taylor's Theorem. 

If (a) = and -^ (a) = 0, we have 

^(a-f&)-<^(a) 
<^ (g + A) ^ (g + A) - <^ (g) h 

-^(g + A) -f (g + A)-'^(g) '^fr(g + A)-'^(g) ' 

h 
Now diminish A indefinitely, and we have 

the limit when a; = g of ,) I is \,) I • 

If <l>(a) = and '>^'(a) = 0, we have in the same way 

the limit when a; = a of \,' { is \„) ( . 

Hence, the limit when aj = g of ^-W is ; ,>^. { . 

^ (^) ^ (a) 
This process may be extended, giving the same result as 
in Art. 146. 

148. Form "* . 

00 

Let if>{x) and ylr(x) be functions which both become infinite 
when a; = g ; it is required to find the limit of the fraction 

and the fraction on the right-hand side takes the form - 
when a? = g ; hence, by the previous rules its limit is 

>'(«) lt(<»)J f (a) ■ 

{<l>{a)Y 

Hence IM-l^r^lW. 

therefore ^J-^. 

•f (a) -f (a) 
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149. From the last Article it would appear that the limit 

of a fraction which tends to the form — , may be found by 

considering the ratio of the diflFerential coefficient of the 
numerator to the diflferential coefficient of the denominator. 
But, by Art 113, when for a Jinite value of the variable a 
function becomes infinite, so does its diflFerential coefficient. 
Hence, if 

~r^ takes the form — , 
YW ^ 

■ , A ; takes the same form, 
t (a) 

and thus the result of Art. 148 would appear to be of no 
practical value. It may, however, happen that the limit of 

the fraction ./, , is more easy to settle than that of ^\-l . 

loffa? 



For example iS^ 



X 

00 

when a: = 0, takes the form — . 

00 

1 
Here r^ =.«_ =-«.,. 

a? 
the limit of which is 0. 

Hence, the limit of — ^ , when a? = 0, is 0. 

w 

160. The demonstration in Art. 148, which is that usually 

given, is satisfactory only in the case in which -^T-f reaUy 

has a finite limit. For we divided both sides of an equation 
by this limit.which tacitly assumes that the limit is not zero 
or infinite. 
But the demonstration may be completed thus : 
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J / \ 
Suppose the limit of XT^ ^ really zero ; then the limit 

of Tw 9W jg really finite, namely, unity. Hence, it has 
been proved that 

the limit of , , T when aj = a is ^ ,>. . > 

that is i + the limit of ^=1+^; 

therefore the limit of , , ; = ,,\ { . 

d)(x) 
If the limit of jj-r he really infinity, then the limit of 

^. is really zero, and therefore, as just shewn, the limit of 

TTT-T "^^ te zero. Hence, the limit of ,,; ! will be infinity. 

<t>{x) ^ ^ ^ ylr{x) ^ 

Combining then this Article with Ai-t. 148, we can assert 
that if (f) (x) and yjr (x) both become infinite when x = a, the 

limit of . \ I will be the same as the limit of ,,) { . 
fix) ylr{x) 

151.' The two Articles 148 and 150 may be replaced by 
the following mode of exhibiting the proposition. 

Suppose ^ (a) = 00 , and -^ (a) = oo . 

Then xTl = Oand-j-^ = 0; 

1 jr'ja + eh) 

t (a + A) 1 <f>\a + dk) ' ^^^ ^^^^ ' 

<l>{a + eh) 

therefore f^ ""S = f l^"'S>t^f ""1^- 

ir'{a + 0h) ^(g + gA) »(a + A) 

irla + h) 
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d> (x) 
If \) ; has a finite limit when x^a^ the limit of the 

second factor on the right-hand side of the equation is unity. 
Hence 

the limit of ^4^ =the limit of t^- 
f{x) ^ (x) 

But if T-7-f tends to or oo as a? approaches a, it will in 
yftix) ^ ^f 

general finish by approaching the limit in such a manner that 

the second factor will in the first case be less than unity, 

and in the second case sreater. Hence, \,\ { becomes zero 

ir{x) 

or infinity at the same time that ,\ \ does. 

152. In the preceding rules for finding the limit of a 

function which takes the form - or — when a? = a, we have 

00 

made no supposition as to the magnitude of a. Hence the 

rules are often applied to the case in which a is infinite. But 

for a direct demonstration of this case we may proceed thus. 

Suppose the limit of Y(\ required, when a? = oc ; it being 

known that then either ^ (a;) = and -^ (a?) = 0, or ^ {x) = oo 
and -^ (a;) = X . 

Put aj = -, then 

<^(^)_l(yl 



Now as y tends to zero, we have, by preceding rules, 
the limit of --^ = the limit of ^— ^ 

-the limit of— ^ = the limit of f-i^ . 

+■1 +w 
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153. For example, required the value of 
1 

—7— when a? = 0. 
cot a? 

Diflferentiating both numerator and denominator, we find 
the required limit is the same as that of 

_1^ 

0? ^ sin'a? ., . . 

— -— - or of — s— > that is, unity. 

— sin* a? 
The same result may be obtained by writing the proposed 
fraction in the form - ; thus 

1 

X tana; 1 sin a? 

— -— = or . 

cot a? X cos a? a; 

1 sin *Z! 

The limit of is 1, and the limit of is 1 : therefore the 

cos a? X 

limit of the proposed fraction is 1. 



As another example we may find the limit of ^ when x is 



infinite, n being positive. 

The limit of -=■ = the limit of — ■=- 
e ^ 

= the limit of — — -^ ... 

er 

Proceeding thus, we shall, if n be a positive integer, arrive at 

In ... . 

the fraction -=- , the limit of which is 0. If n be a fraction, 
er 

we shall arrive at a fraction having e* in the denominator and 

some negative power of x in the numerator, which also has 

for its lunit. 

a;* 
Hence the limit of -=• , when aj « oo , is zero. 
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154 A remark tibould bo lo^e for the pu^poee of pre- 
venting a misconception of some of the results of this Chapter. 
Suppose ^(x) and '\]r(x^ both to vanish when x = a, and that 
<l>(a) = while '>^\a) is finite. We say then^^that when a? = a, 

the limit of ^, = the Umit of ^^^-^ , 

meaning that each side of the equation vanishes. It does not 
follow necessarily that 

^^ 4- ^y { haa utnity for its limit. 

For examplo^ let ^ {x) = x\ yjr {x) = sia a?, 
then <^' (aj) =* 2a?, ^Jr {x) ^ cos x. 

When X approaches the limit zeroy we can infer that, since 
,,} { approaches zero, so also does^i-J. But it is obviously 
not true that the limit of 

03* 2x ^x* cos X . 

-r s^ or of r— --: — IS umtvi 

sm a? cos a? 2x sin a; •^ ' 

the limit is in fact ^ 

155. It should be observed that there are examples which 
mav be solved by means of the Differential Calculus, but 
which can also be solved, and sometimes more simply, by 
common algebraical transformations. For instance, 

(x--a)^ 
{af-a")^ 

when a; s= a takes the form - . Put a? = a + A, and the fraction 

becomes 

h^ HA 



or 



and the limit, when A =« 0, is 0. 

T. D, a K 
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Again, suppose we have to find the limit of 

Va;-14-V(a?-1) 

as X approaches unity; put a? — 1 + A, and the fraction becomes 

V(A4-1)-1 + VA 

Multiply both numerator and denominator by 

V(A+i) + i-n/a, 

and we get 

and the limit of this, when A = 0, is -7^ . 

156. There are cases in which not only <f>{x) and '^{x) 
vanish, but all their diflferential coeflScients, and where, con- 

sequently, we are not able to ascei-tain the limit of ,\ i . 

For suppose ^{x) =a^, where u stands for — , a and n being 
positive numbers, and a greater than unity: we have 

,,._»d0gCLG^ 

<PW= — -Jm — f 

<f> {x)=^n\oga.a^l^^-^-^^^, 
and so on. 

Put - = «, and let t stand for z\ 
X * 

then 0(a;) = — i-j , 

.,,, . ^ n log a {n log a. g*^*^'^ ~ (>i + 1) ^^} . 
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also the value x = corresponds to ^r = oo . But it is easy to 
see that every expression of the form 



where a, m,n, are positive numbers, and a greater than unity, 
is zero when z is infinite. For if we apply to this example 
the rule for finding tha' value of a fraction which assumes the 

form — and diflferentiate r times successively, r being the 

integer next above m, we have 

z^ . Jc 

the limit of -r = the limit of -r-;-^ , 
W' '^ («) 

where h is some constant, and -^ [z) a function of z which is 
infinite when z is infinite. Consequently, all the differential 
coefficients of ^ (a?) vanish when aj = 0. 
If then we have 

where v stands for - , and 6 is a positive number greatei 

XT 

than unity, and v also positive, the differential coefficients of 

all orders of the two terms of the fraction -7-7-7 will vanish 

when a; = 0, and the limit cannot be found by this method. 
In the case of v = n, the fraction becomes 



this, when a? = 0, will be or 00 , according as a is greater or 
less than h. 

157. The fraction 

1 

X 

takes the form - when a; = 0. Put a? = - and we have ^, the 

limit of which, when y is infinite^ is 0, by Art 153 ; 

K2 
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X 

— , or - X ^ is of oouFge infinite wbon a^^ 0* 

X X 

s 

e* 
Hence, — is or oo when x appros^^hes. tb^ limit 0, 

X 

according as we ^nj^se x negative, or positiva 

158. Forn\ x oo , 

Suppose <l>{x) and -^(a;) t-^rp functions of a?, such tbiavt 
^(a) =0, and -^(a) = oo ; it is reqijired to find the limit of 
(f> \x) ylr(x) SiBx apprpache^ a. 

and as the fraction on the right-hand side takes, the tona 
^ when a; = a, its limiting value may be found by rules 
already given. 
For example, let <^ (a) = log (2 — - J , and sfr (w) = tan — . 

Here ^ (x) •^ (x) tt^e? the fonn x 00 when » = a, 

logf2^?\ 
Then logf2 -?) tan^=. , \ '^^ . 

2a 

The limit of this when a; = a, is found by making x=^a/\SL, 
_1 1 

a * X 
a 

IT 1 ' 

2a' . aTTX 
2a 
2 



which gives 
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Again, a;"* (log a?)*, 

where m and n are positive, takes the form x x , when a;=0 

cc"*' 

Here , takes the foto - 

1 

(logo:)" 

when a; = ; its limit is the same as that of 

mx 



which does not assist ua 

If we assume a? = e"^, then ai" (log a?)* becomes 

(-i)%C; 

the value of this, when y is oo , is 0. S^e Art 153. 

The resiflt in this case should be carefully noticed, as it is 
frequently wanted in inathematicsd inviestigations. 

169. Forms 0^ 00*, l*i 

Let ^ {x) and -^ {x) be two functions of a?, such that when 
a? = a, the expression 

assumes one of the forms 0*, oo *, 1*; it is required to find the 
limiting value of this expression. 

Since ^ {x) = e*«K*('), 

we have {^ («)}^' * ef (*)i<**(«). 

Now '^(a:)log</)(a?) in each of the proposed cases takes 
the form x x , and its limiting value can be found by 
Art 158, and thus the value of {^ («)}'''<*) becomes known. 

For example, a?, when x = 0, tisikes tte form 0* ; 

and a; log a? = 0, when a? = 0, (Art* 158) ; 
therefore, a?* = I, when a? = 0. 
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- 1 takes the form x * when x = 0; also 



a 



ir* .- 



g-iinxlog« 



XT • 1 Sin a? , 
JNow, sin z loga? = . ajloga? ; 



when a; = 0, we have 

sin a; 



= 1, 



ajloga? = 0, (Art. 158), 
therefore sin a; log a? = 0, when a? — 0, 

therefore ( - 1 =1, when a? — 0. 

Again, f 2 ) *" takes the form 1*, when x = a. 

The al)ove expression = e 2a ^\ "a/ 

2 

= e'^ when x = a, (Art. 158). 
•160. Form 00- X. 

Let <^ (a?) and -^ (x) be two functions of x which become 
infinite when x = a, then 

0(a?)«^(a;) 

assurnes the form oo — oo ; it is required to find the value of 
the expression. 

Put y = ^(a^)-tW, 

then e'' = g*t*>"*t*) 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDBTEBMINATE FOBMS. 135 

Thus e^ takes the form - when a? = a, and its value may be 

mvestigated hj Art. 145. 
Or wjB may proceed thus, 

yft (x) . 

then y is infinite imless the limit of t-tt ^ unity : if the 
limit of y} { is unity, 

■ ' ' <l>(x ) 

since t/ = jf ^ 



it takes the form 







For example, suppose" y = tan a? — sec a? ; 
then y takes the form x — oo when x= -. 

Also "y = tana;rl— T J 



_ 1 — cosec w ^ 

" cot OJ ' 



cosec a? cot a? 



this takes the form - , and its limiting value is 



•cosec aj 



or 0. 



F(x) 
161. The limit of — ^-^ when a?=QO, supposing F(x) to 
a? 

F'(x) 
be then mfinite, will be th6 same as that of — p-^, or F'{x). 

See Art. 151. 

But, l(^±^zJM^F^(^x^eh). 

If X be made to inctease indefinitely the limit of the 
second member of the equation is F^{x), 
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Fix) 
Hence the limit when a? » oo of ■■■■ ' ^ 

X 

= the limit when a; = oo of — j^ — — . 

If for simplicity we make <i ^ 1^ we have 

the limit of — ^ = the limit of {F{x + 1) - JF'(^)}. 

162. The limit of [F{x)Y when x is iiidnite, is the same 
as that of 6 * . 

But, by Art. 161, supposing F[x) to become infinite with x^ 
the limit of -^ — — is the same as the limit of 

X 

\ogF{x + \)-\ogF{x), 
or of log-^^. 

1 

Hence the limit when a;« » of [F{x)\^ 

= theKmitof ^i?,V^ 
Suppose, for example, that we require the limit when x is 
infinite of ].— K 

By the theorem just proved the required limit 

= the limit of ^+i?:^ 
I a? 4-1 ^ 

= the limit of f j 

= the limit of ^1 + -)' 
=*«c by Art. 16. 

163. A few remarks may be made on indeterminate frac- 
tions involving more than one variable. 
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A function of two variables may tako the form - , either 

when one of the variable femaias tindetermined afid thfe 
other has a particular vahi^, or when both receive particular 
values. 
As an example of the ixeSt taSfe, suppose 



^ = 



y(iP-a) + (a?-a)" 



if we make a? = a we have « = ^ > whatever y may be. 5But 

by removing the factor x — a from the numerator tad dfeno- 
minator of z, we have 

c(x + a) 

y-\-x-a 

Hence, when x^a, ^e hat^ 

This case is very simple, and whenever it occurs the ap- 
plication of the preceding rules will give the limiting value 
towards which z approaches as x a{)ptdaches its limit. 

As an example of the second case, suppose 
clx — a) 
y-h 

This fraction takes the form - when a? = a and j/ = i, and 
is really indeterminate. For suppose y — J = m (a; — a), then 



z = — . 
m 

Hence the value of z is indeterminate, for x and y being 
independent m may have any value W6 please. 

164. It may happen that the values which such a function 
assrames, iJthough mfinitfe iti numb^f, are confined within 
certain limits. For example, suppose 

^_ e(x^a)(y-h) 
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Assume y'-b=^fn{x-'a); 

cm c 



therefore 



m 



Here the greatest value of j? is when m^l, and z always 
lies between - and — - • 

165. We give two more examples. 
1st. Let ,,(^-^r+c(y-y 

this takes the form - when a? = a and y = J. 
Put x^a'^h and y— J = t; 

therefore '^:^^Td?^ 

If now we assume k = Ah^, we have 

^ A' + c^'A"" 

and, according to the different hypotheses we make respecting 
a, m, p, ..., we shall obtain for z finite, infinite, or zero 
values. 

2nd. Let.= ^"-y^^'''(^^^'^J''^"^''^^ - 

If a? = a, and y = a, this takes the form - . Put a + h and 
a + ^ for a; and y respectively ; we shall have 



z = 



{h-k)a'' + k(a + A)** -h{a + hy 



Qi-k)kh 



If we expand (a + A)* and (a + A;)", and make some 
reductions, we obtain 

w (n - 1) „-, n (n - 1) (w- 2) ^_« ,, , ,v . 
^= 1.2 "" "^ 1.2.3 •« ('^ + ^) + - 
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Hence, putting h and h each zero, we have 

1.2 

This result may also he found by examining the limit 
towards which z tends as x approaches y, and then the limit 
towards which this result tends as y approaches a. 

The next Article must be omitted until the student has 
read Chapter XI. 

166. Generally, if z ='-wr\ > ^i^d both numerator and 
±\x,y) 

denominator of z vanish for certain values of x and y, the 

value of z is really indeterminate, and in fact depends upon 

the arbitrary relation we choose to establish between x and y. 

Suppose that x=a,y=b, are the values which make z assume 

the form - ; and assume that y ='^ (a?), where '^ (a:) is any 

function the value of which is b when x = a. 

Thus the numerator and denominator of z become func- 
tions of X only ; and by previous rules for ascertaining the 

value of a fraction which takes the form - , we have 






X being put = a and y = J'after the differentiations are per- 
formed This value is indeterminate, since '^'(x) is a function 
which is quite arbitrary. 

But if f -/- j and. (-r- ) both vanish, 

(J-j and f-j-j both vanish. 



or if 

then the value of z becomes determinate, 
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The valtie of i is siod detetrMi&at^ tf - 

'7dF\- 



" ©=». (©-»• (D-o. (D- 

then proceeding to a second diflferentiation we have 



which IS getierally indeteirminatfe, since ^ (ift) is an atbitrafy 
function. 



Example 1. Supp<»e 

log d? 4- logy 



a=l, 5 = 1; 



[i)=i=^' when «.=.!, 
j^ ) = - = 1, when y = 1, 



U) 



dy/ y 






therefore '-f+Sf^' 

w^hich is really Indeterlninate, and inay li8Stirii6 any value 
between + oo and — oo . 

Example 2. Suppose 

Here z takes the form - when a? = 1 and y = L 
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Al«.then (D"Qai»a(g)=.a 

Rence zhsaa, determiimte value> m^mely, - ^ . 

Example 3. Suppose z = . '^ -^ 
Here, when x=0 and y = 0, we hafve 

(D-«. (D=». ©=«. (f)- 

Here the value of «, is iadetei:mm^te ; but it will be found 
that it is confined l^tween the limits and 2, as may be 

shewn by writing tl^e fraction just given in the form 1 + r ^^ 

remembering that ' j is never greater than unity. 

167. In solving examples on this Chapter there are 
various considerations whidi will abbreviate the labour of the 
operation0^ a^ will be seen in, the following case. 

Find the value of % (^^ + a? + ^) + log (1 -^ a> + a-*) 

sec X — cos X 
when a? = 0. 

The proposed, expression takes the form - when a? = 0. If 

we proceed in the ordinary way, we shall find after reduction 
that the differential coefficient of the numerator is 

l + x'^x^' 
and that the differential coefficient of thQ denominator is 

sin a 
-j- + sm a?. 



cos a? 
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Thus we obtain agaip the form -, and we may continue in 

the ordinary way the process of evaluation. We may how- 
ever obtain the result more easily by aiTanging the fraction 
we have now to evaluate thus : 

2 (1 + ia^ cos* X 



(1 +aj* + a?*) (l + cos*a?) sin a?* 

Here the first factor is not indeterminate when a; = 0; its 

value is then unity. The second factor takes the form -, 

and its limiting value is known to be unity. Thus unity is 
the required limiting value of the original expression. 

Or the original expression may be evaluated in the follow- 
ing manner. It may b^ put in the form 

cos X log (1 + a?* + X*) 
sin* X 

Now cos aj = 1 when a? = ; we need not then pay any atten- 
tion to this factor, but consider that we have to evaluate 

log{l + a^-{-x*) 
sin* a? 

when x = 0; and we may proceed in the usual way to dif- 
ferentiate the numerator and denominator. Or if we are 
allowed to use the results of the expansions of functions we 
have 

■ log(l-|-a^ + ^*) ^ a^ + ^*-H^ + ^T + H^' + ^y--' 
sin'o? , ^ . xa 

1 + ^x*-... 
= 1 when a? = 0. 
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EXAMPLES. 




Find the limits of the following functions : 




1. 


logo? 


when 


I a?= 1. 


EesuU 1. 


2.. 


w-1 


wheB 


I a? = l. 


IteauU'. 
n 


3. 


sin a? ' 




aj«0. 


Besult 2. 


4. 






aj = 0. 


Result 2. 


6. 


a? -sin"* a? 




aj = 0. 


EesuU ^l. 
6 


(sinar)» ' 


6. 






a? = 0. 


EesuU log Y 


7. 


tana? — a? 
a? — sin a?' 




a; = 0. 


EesuU 2. 


.8. 


a? — sin a? 
of ' 




a? = 0. 


EesuU - . 
6 


9. 


sin 3a; 
a? — -sm2aj 




a? = 0., 


EesuU — - . 


10. 


l.-aj + loga; 




a;==l. 


^e5MZ^ -]. 


11. 


1 a? 

loga? logaj' 




a?^ 1. 


EesuU - 1. 


12. 


«• — 2cosa? + 6""^ 
a?sinaj * 




a? = 0. 


J2c5tt?< 2. . 


13. 


sin 2a? + 2 sin* a? - 


• 2 sin a? 


a? = 0. 


Results. 


cos X — cos' 


X 
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14 


X tan a; — - sec x. 


•TT 


Result - 1. 


15. 


(aj - 2) 6* + .■» + 2 
(e'-l)' ' 


a>=»0. 


6 


IC. 


«*4>3»»-7a:»-27a5-l& 
a;*-3ar'-7ai'+27a;-18' 


a: = 3. 


.Be««?« 10 






a! = -3. 


Besult Yq ' 


17. 


a; -J{^x - 2a;*) - a; ^a: 
■ 1-a.t 


a;=l. 


Seeult^. 


18. 


«»-l + (aj-l)* 
(ar'-l)«-a!+l' 


a;=l. 


SesuH-'-^. 


19. 


a,l_l + (aj-l)l 
V{ar'-1) ' 


a=l. 


Result 0. 


20, 


m sin a? — sin ma; 
a? (cos X — cos mx) ' 


aj = 0. 


SesuHj. 


21. 


a? 


a: = 0. 


a 

Result — „ . 


1 — cos Tax * 


m' 


22. 


sift (a + a?) -sin (a- ar) 
cos(a + a;)-cos(a-a;)' 


a; = 0. 


Result — cot a. 


23. 


taa nx — w tan a? 
n sin a? — sin wa? ' 


a; = 0. 


RmtU 2. 


24. 


V(a'-a;') + a — fl? 


x — a. 


iZc*«ft ^^ . 


^(a'-f) + V(--a^)' 


4lfJIW«^j,_^j. 


25. 




x = a. 


■^"'*V(2a)- 


26. 


/ /2 + cos 2a; - sin a;\ / tt - 2a; X* 
Y U sin 2a; + a? cos x) V2 sin 2a;/ ' 


a; = ^. Resu&-\. 


27. 


2*smJ, 


X=(X>. 


jBeswJ^ a. 
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i 

28. (a* — l)a?, a; = x. JtesuUloga. 

29. (^- + 1 ) , a? = X . Besuh e. 



«^ w'sinnar — n'sinwa; (1) 47 = 0. 



tanrw?-tanwa? ^ (2) w = n. (1)^2^^!. 

(2) Result vT^ (w cos waj — sin nx) cos' rw;. 



31. 


('4)-. 




a;= 00, 


Besuh 1. 


32. 






a?=:0. 


Result 1. 


33. 


(c^t 




a? = 0.. 


^e^M?^ eK 


34. 


1 

ftsLnx\^ 
\ X J ' 




a? = 0. 


Result 00 . 


35. 


n 

(coamx)^, 




a? = 0. 


£e^7^ 1. 


36. 


n 

(cos wia?)*", 




a? = 0. 




37. 


n 
(cos TWa?)*®, 




ar = 0. 


iZe^uZe 0. 


38. 


a;' (cot 4?)' + sin a? 
a; 


a:=0. 


.BesM?^ 2. 


39. 


(e--0^- 


•2aj«(e* + e-") 
a?* 


a; = 0. 


Result - 1. 


40 


i-V(i-^) 


a: = 0. 


.Be^zz;^ 1. 


T?v. 


V(i + ^)- 


v(i+a?r 


41. 


(sina;)*"* 




TT 


Result 1. 


42. 


a/2 -sin ar- 
log sin 

T, D. C. 


- co,s a? 
2aj ' 


TT 


L 
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43. vV-).cot{fy(i^)}. . = «. Besult^. 

44. (l-a?)tan^, a; = l. Result^. 

1 1 

45. x^"*, a? = l. Result-. 

46. ar*"", a = 0. Besuit 0. 

•Tra; 
sec — 

47. , — _i__ aj = l. BesuU CO. 
log(l-a;/ 

48. (^a^+5ar-'...+i& + JV)", a!=a). .BesuZU. 

.ReawZ* | {V(a + J) - Va}. 

^«- \/{^) + ^}-^' - = «■ -^^^'-'- 

,, cos a;^ - cos a(? „ ,, ain aOef^ 

51- ^-«^_.-a^ ' «' = «• -^^""" 2a • 



^^1^(1^) 



52. ^ , aj = 0. jB65M?^-i. 

tana? — a? 

_,- e^sina; — e"{8ina + \/2(a; — g) cos (a-JTr)} ^»,^ 

Result 2 cos a. 
54. K'^<^^"' + "'+<Y^ ^^^^ Result afl^...a^. 

(aj + sino; — 4smia;)* . -d u ^^^ 

(3 + cos a? — 4 cos j^xy ol 
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56. Jt^^^J^l aj = x. Result \, 



{\ogxY 



57. ^ ^ ^a ^> a? = 1. Result 1. 

sins (a; — 1) 

58. Shew that when x is infinite -^r is infinite or zero, 

according as w is greater or less than n ; a and h being 
both greater than unity. 

59. Shew that when x is infinite 

a:-a.Mog(l + ^)=^. 

60. If u^ixc) = tan-^ ^^ + log {^ + J{l + ^)l , shew 
that w = — and -7- = — :r-o when a; = : and that w = 

and -7- = when a; = 00 • 
ax 



L2 
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CHAPTER XL 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF A FUNCTION OF FUNCTIONS 
AND OP IMPLICIT FUNCTIONS. 

1G8. Suppose u a function of y and z, and y and z them- 
selves functions of x, it is required to find -j- . This of course 

might be obtained by substituting in u for y and z their values 
in terms of x, by which substitution u becomes an explicit 

function of x, and -7- can be found by previous methods. 

But it is often convenient to have a rule which gives -j- 

without requiring the substitution for y and z. To this rule 
we proceed. 

169. Suppose u = (l>(^, z), 

where y and z are both functions of x. Let x become x + Ax, 
and in consequence let y, z, and u, become respectively y + Ay, 
z + Az, and u + Aw. Then 

Au = <f){y + Ay, z+Az)-<f> {y, £) 

:=<l>(7/'\-Ay,z + Az)''<l>(y,z+Az) + ^{y,z+Az)'-'<l>{y,z)] 

therefore ^jf ^<A(y-^ Ay. . + A.)^<A(y, ^ + A.) Ay 
Ax Ay Ax 

<\>{yy Z'\-Az)-<f)(y,z) Az 
Az Ax* 

Now let Ax and consequently Ay, Az, and Am, diminish 
without limit ; then 
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the limit of -r— is ;, , 

the limit of -r-^ is -^ , 
Aaj ax 

the limit of -r— is -y- . 

The Kmit of «^ f.y> ^ + A.) - "^ (y. ^) j^ t^e differential 
Aj3 
coefficient of <^ (^, ^j) or Uy with respect to z, taken on the 
supposition that z is the only vaiiable ; and may therefore be 

denoted by -7- . 

The limit of '^(y + Ay.^ + A.)-<^(y,. + A.) 

A?/ ' 

did not change, be the difiFerential coefficient of <l>{y, z + Az) 
with respect to y. But as Az diminishes without limit with 
Ay, the limit is the difiFerential coefficient of <f> (y, z), with 
respect to y, taken on the supposition that y is the only 
variable. 

We have then finally 

du ^du dy dudz 
dx dy dx dz dx* 

170. In this result -j- denotes, as stated, ** the difiFerential 

coefficient of u, taken with respect to y, supposing y alone to 
vary!* It is not impossible that the reader may be inclined 
to say, " But y and z being both functions of ar, if y varies, 
z must vary too, how then can I make the supposition that 
y alone varies?" His own further reflexion will probably 
remove the difficulty, if such it be. Should he however be 
unable to satisfy himself, it may be suggested to him that 
we do not make the supposition that y alone varies as a 
final supposition. We allow for the variation of both y and 
z, but it is convenient for our purpose to consider these varia- 
tions one at a time. 

It is usual to write [ >- j and (-r-J , instead of ^ and -j- , 

the brackets serving to remind us of the suppositions to be 
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made in finding the values of these dififerential coefficients. 
Hence the above equation should be written 

du _ /du\ dy fdu\ db 
dx \dy) dx \dz J dx " 

Of course the brackets may be omitted, and indeed frequently 
are omitted, provided we can feel certain of remembering the 
conditions which they are designed to express. The beginner 
will do well to use them, although as he advances in tlie 
subject he may be able to dispense with them. 

1 71. For example, let w = «' + y' + zy, 
z = sin X, 

then (^) = ^y'+^' 

dx"'' 

dz 

^- = cos X ; 

dx 

therefore -r = (3^* + «) e* + (2« + y) cos x 

= (3e** + sina;) e* + (2 sin a? + e*) cos^p 

= Se** + e* (sin x + cos x) + sin 2x ; 

and this value is of course precisely what we obtain if we 
substitute in u for y and z their values in terms of a?, thus 
obtaining w = e** H- e* sin a? + sin^ aj, and then differentiate with 
respect to x, 

172.. An important case of the general proposition is 

obtained by supposing js = aj so that -^ = 1. We have then 



dx 



_ (dv\ dy^ fdu\ 
"[^Jdx^KdxJ' 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



OF A FUNCTION OP FUNQTIONS. iSl 

Here we cannot dispense with the brackets or some equi*- 
valent notation, f -r-j denoting what toovM be the diflFerential 
coefficient of u with resp^t to a;, if y were not a function 
of X, and -r- denoting the actual differential coefficient of u 
with respect to ;t, when y is a, function of x, 

173. For example, let u = tan"' (pcy), 

V^/ 1+ay 

therefore -j- = v . ^ j 

aa; 1 + ary* 

which of course is what we obtain if we differentiate tan"^ (xe*) 
with respect to x. 

174. Suppose w = ^ (v, y, z) where v, y, z, are each func- 
tions of x. We have, as before, 

Am = ^(i; + At;,y + Ay, ^ + A^)-^(t?,y, ^) 

= ^ (v + Av, y + Ay, z + Aa) - 6 (v, y + Ay, z + A^j) 
+ ^ (v, y + Ay, « + A^;) - <^ (t?, y, « + A«) 
+ ^(t;,y, « + A«)-^(v,y,«); 
Aw <^ (t? + At;, y + Ay, g + Ag) - <^ (v, y + Ay, ^ + Ag) Av 
Ax~ At? Aa? 

, <^(i?,y + Ay, g+Ag)~<^(y, y, g + Ag) Ay 
Ay Aa? 



<f> (i?, y, g + Ag) - <f> (t?, y, g) Ag 
■^ Ag Ax' 
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Proceeding to the limit, we obtain 
du 
dx 



/du\ dv^ fdu\ dy /du\ dz 
\dv) dx \dy) dx \dz) dx ' 



The process may be extended to the case in which u inyolves 
more than three functions oix. 

175. Examples may occur more complicated in appear- 
ance, but essentially involving the same principles as those 
of the preceding Articles. Suppose for instance 

tt = ^ (r, y, z, x), 

v = ir{y,z,x), 

z = F{x), 

so that u could, by performing the requisite substitutions, be 
made an explicit function of a; : it is required to express the 
differential coeflBcient of u with respect to x, without pre- 
viously making these substitutions. 

du _ /du\ dv^ /du\ dy fdu\ dz /du\ 

d^^\d^)dx'^\di) dx'^KdxJ' 

176. The same suppositions being made as in Art. 169, 

d^U -rrr 

it is required to express -^ . We have 

du _ fdu\ dy fdu\ dz 
dx "" \dy) dx \dz) dx ' 
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Now (^) is itself a function of y and z. If we denote it 
by V its differential coefficient with respect to x will be 
fd>o\ dy /dv\ dz^ 
\dy)'3^^\dz)dx' 
which may be written 

fd^u\ ^ , / ^u \ dz^ 
\dif) dx \dz dy) dx * 

The differential coefficient of -~ with respect to a? is -=-?,. 

dx ^ dx^ 

Proceeding in the same way with the term 

(dii\ dz 
dzjdi* 
and remembering, (Art. 134), that 

/ d'u \ ^ f d?u \ 
\dz dy) \dy dz) * 



we have 
dx* 



- (^\ (^y}\ ju 9 f ^^\ dydz f^\ fdz\^ 
[dfj [dx) "^ ^ [dy dz) dxdx^ [dzy [dx) 

/du\ ^ /du\ d^z 
[dy) dx^ [dz) dx* 



dx*' 
li z — x, we have ;j- = 1> T^~^ ^ *^^^ 



ia^''[dyV [dx) "^^ [dydx) dx^[dx^) "^ [dy) dx*' 



177. Hitherto in this Chapter we have given methods 
which, although often convenient, are not absolutely neces- 
sary, as in all cases, by effecting the required substitutions, 
we may obtain an explicit function of x, and differentiate it 
by known rules. But the case we now consider is one in 
which a new method is frequently indispensable. 

Let (f>{^,y) = be an equation connecting the variables x 
and y : it is required to find -^ . K the given equation can 
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be solved so as to give y in terms of a*, say y = '^(a?), then the 
differential coefficient of y with respect to x can be found by 
previous rules. If x can be expressed in terms of y, we can 

determine -7- and then -^, since -y- x -,- = 1. But as it is 
ay dx ay ax 

often difficult, and sometimes impossible, to solve the given 
equation, it is necessary to investigate a rule for finding ~ 
which does not require this operation. 

Put u for ^ (a?, y). From the given equation y is some 
definite function of x ; hence 

fdu\ dy /du\ 
\dy) dx \dxj 

is, by Art. 172, the differential coefficient of u with respect to 
X. But u is always zero, and therefore so also is its differential 
coefficient with respect to x. Hence 



Q^(d^\dy^fdu\ 
\dyj dx \dx) ' 



therefore 



dy \dx) 
dx /duV 



178. This important result may also be obtained thus, 
which is in effect combining into one Article portions of the 
preceding pages. Let 

(f> {x, y) = 0. 
Suppose X to become x + Aa? and y to become y +^y, so that 

^{x + Ax, y + Ay)=0. 
Hence ^{x + Ax, y + Ay) — ^ {x, y) = 0, 

and </) {x-^-Ax, y+Ay) -</)(a:+Aa;, y) +^ (a;+ Aa?, y) -^ {x, y)=0. 
Divide by Aa:, and we have 
^(a;+Aa;, y+Ay)-^(a;+Aa;, y) Ay ^ (f) {x-{-Ax, y)~^ {x, y) ^ ^^ 

Ay Ax Ax 

This equation, being always true, remains so when Aa; and 
Ay are diminished indefinite^. 
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The Hmit of <t> i'^ + ^' ^- <f> i'^' v) ^ ^^ea A:, diminishes, 

is the differential coeflBcient of (a*, y) with respect to x, 
formed on the s^upposition that x alone varies, and if we put u 

for ^{x, y)y this limit may be denoted by (-7- J . 

The limit of <A(^^A:r,y + Ay)-<^(a:-fAa:,y) .^ 

Ay 
Aa? remained constant, be the differential coeflBcient of 
^ (a? + Aa;, y) with respect to y, f<yrmed on the supposition that 
y alone varies. ^ 3ut as Ax diminishes without limit when 
Ay does so, the limit is the differential coeflBcient of u with 
respect to y, formed on the supposition that y alone varies. 

It may be denoted by (^t-J . 

/ is -^. Hence finally 
Ax ax '^ 



\ayj ax \ax/ 



179. For example, suppose eiy + JV - aV = 0. 
Here w = ay + 6V-a'i», 

therefore a*u -^ ■\-l)x — 0, 

^ ax 

therefore ^ = -^ (1). 

ax ay 

Since y= - V(a' — ^') from the given equation, we obtain 
a 

directly 

dy _ hx .^. 

dx asl(a^-a?) ^ ^' 

When in (1) we substitute the value of y in terms of a?, 
the result agrees with (2). 
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In this case we can verify our new rule, by comparing its 
results with those previously found. In more complex 
examples, such as 

we can find -,^ only by the new method ; 
putting u for x^ — dofy + h3?y^ — y*, we have 

(^) ^ ^*^* " ^^'^ ^ ^^^'' 

^, « dti 5ar*-3aa;V + 2ia?y* 

therefore ~ = — =— . — ^,-4 — ; 'I- . 

dx 5y^ — 2oafy + dx 

180. We shall now investigate the second diflferential 
coeflBcient of an implicit function. 
From the equation 

w or ^ {x, y) = 0, 



(du\ 
we have deduced -^ = — il— - (1): 



djD fdu\ 



it is required to find ^^. 



'du\ 



We observe that f -r- j being a function of both x and y, 
its diflferential coefficient with respect to x must be found by 
Art. 172. If we put v for (;t-), the required diflferential 
coeflBcient will be 



f^dy^rdv\ 
\dy) dx \dx) ' 

Similarly, denoting (j-J ^7 ^> we have for its diflferential 
coeflficient with respect to x, 

{diA dy (dw\ 
\dyj dx^\dxj* 
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Hence, from (1), 



d*ji ^ ] W dx '*' (dj) ~^\\dy)dx'^ \dx)\ 



da? 



.(2). 



the latter symbol denoting that w is to be differentiated twice 
with respect to x, on the supposition that x alone varies; also 

(dv\ ( d^u 



\dy)^\dydx)' 



the latter symbol denoting that u is to be differentiated with 
respect to x, supposing x alone to vary, and the result with 
respect to y, supposing y alone to vary. Similarly 



rdw\ _ / d^u \ 
\dxj \dxdy)* 

fdw\ _ (d*u\ 



fdw\ _ fdy\ 
Hence, substituting in (2), we have 
'y \dy) \\dydx) rife "^ [dxV] [dxj \\dyV dx ^ [dxdyj] 



d __ 

da? /du 



If we substitute in (3) the value of -^ given by (1), we 



/dy\ fduV f d'u \ /du\ /du\ /^\ /^V 
d*y _ _ W) \dy) " \dx dy) \dx) \dy) "^ W) W , .v 
tb?~ '1^ •••^*^- 

\dyl 
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181. This result may also be found from Art. 176, by 
supposing u = always, and therefore ^ = ; or indepen- 
dently thus. 

From w = 

ufon<..,th.t (|)|h-(|)-o (1). 

Denote this result for the sake of shortness by 

(l)^©-« »■ 

which result, expressed in terms of u, is 

as -~ is already known, this equation will furnish -7-^ . 

Equation (1) is frequently called the " first derived equa- 
tion," or " the differential equation of the first order ;" and 
equation (3) is called " the second derived equation," or the 
" differential equation of the second order f the equation u = 
being called the " primitive equation." 

182. Should the reader succeed in correctly deducing for 
himself the important equation (3) of the last Article, he may 
omit the next two Articles, as it seems unnecessary to direct 
his attention to diflSculties he might have felt, or mistakes he 
might have made. If however he has failed in his attempts, 
he may compare his process with the following. 

In (1), put I? for -^, so that v stands for 
/du\ fdii\ 

^^°^ (l)=(^)^+(|)(l)+(S)' 

(dv\ _ /d*u\ fdu\ fdp\ /_^w N 
[d^J ~W)P^ W \2y} "^ \dy dx) • 
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Thus (2) becomes • 

(£)-(^>H.(|).«.(|){@..(|)}=o. 
B"* (I) ^ + (I) = % *^** - S' (^ "2)' -<^ -*^ 

this simplification we obtain the required result. 

A very common mists^ke is to omit the brackets in 
(J']p+ (;7 )' ^^^ *^^^ izT') ^s written -t4, and there 
remains a superfluous term, namely -v- , or as it has perhaps 
been written by the student, ?— 4- . 

183. In Art. 182 we proceeded very strictly according to 
the literal requirements of the rule involved in equation (2) of 
Art. 181. We might have reasoned thus. 

"We have merely to express symbolically the fact, that the 
differential coefficient of 

\dy) dx \dx) 
with respect to a? is zero. 

Now the differential coefficient of f-i-) with respect to x 

f d^u \ fd^u\ dy 
^^ y[^)^\df)dx' 

and the differential coefficient of -^ with respect to a? is ^-^ • 
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Hence the differeatial coeflScient of Ij-j -r- is 

\\dxdy)^\dyVdx)dx'^\dy) dx' ^ ^* 

Also the differential coefficient of i-j- J is 

( d^u\dy fd'u^ .^. 

\dydx) dx^\da?) ^"^' 

Collecting the terms in (1) and (2), we have 

W)'^\dxdy) dx^\dyV\dx) ^[dyjda?^^' 

184. It is not necessary to proceed further with the 
successive differential coefficients of implicit functions, as the 
equations become too complicated to be often used. The 
reader may, as an exercise, obtain the following result from 
equation (3) of Art. 181, by either of the methods we have 
used in Arts. 182 and 183 : 

fd'u\ ( d?u\dy ( d?u\ (dy\ (d?u\ fdyV 
[dxV ^ ^ Wdy) dx^"^ [dxdyV [dxj ^ \df) \ii) 

\\dxdy) \dy J dx) aa? \dyj dx^ 

We may observe that it is often found convenient to use a 
certain abbreviated notation for partial differential coefficients. 
Thus if ^ {x^y) be any function of x and y, any partial differential 
coefficient of the function may be indicated by the letter ^, 
with accents cibove corresponding to the number of differen- 
tiations with respect to x, and with accents below correspond- 
ing to the number of differentiations with respect to y. For 

example, </>" will indicate ( )j ) » ^^^ ^/ "^^ indicate 

We may also use y for -^, and y" for -^, and so on. 
Thus with the present notation the equations (1) and (3) of 
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Art, 181, and the equation which may be obtained from (3) 
will be expressed respectively as follows : 

f "+ 3^;y + 3^;y'« + ^.^y" + 3 (^;+ ^^yo / + ^,y" = o. 

185. Suppose the two equations 
/(a?, 3^, «) = 0, 
F{x,y,z) = 0, 

exist simultaneously i in which x is the independent variable 
and y and « dependent variables. From the two given equa- 
tions we may eliminate Zy and thus find an equation connect- 
ing y and x. Hence -^ may be determined. Again, from 
the two given equations we may eliminate y, and thus find 
an equation ccmnecting z and x, whence -j- may be deter- 
mined. In cases where the eKmination is tedious or imprac- 
ticable we may proceed thus. 

Let u denote f{x, y, z) and v denote F {x^ y, z). Since y 
and z are functions of a?, the differential coefficient of u with 
respect to x is, by Arts. 172 and 174, 

fdu\ fdu\ dy ^ fdu\ dz 
\^)'^^Jdi'^\^Jd^' 

and since u always = 0, we have 

»-(S)-(l)l-(r:)l-- «• 

StaU..ly,o = @^.(*)|.@|... m: 

from which we find 

fdu\ /dv\ _ (dv\ /du\ 
dy .^ \dx)\dz) \4xJ \dz) . ^. 

(&~ /du\ fdv\ _ /dv\ fduV '^ ^' 

\dy) \dz) \dy) \dz) 
T. D. C. M 
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fdv\ fdu\ _ /du\ (dv\ 
dz \dx) \dyJ \dx) \^) 



dx /dv\ fdu\ _ fdu\ f^\ 

186. By (Merentiating equations (1), (2) of the last Article 
with respect to x, we obtain 

W) ^^ WTy) dx'^^\dxdz) dx^W) \dx) 
( d^u \ dy^ dz (d^u\ fdz\^ fdu\ d^y fdu\ d^z _ 
[dydz)(icdi'^\d?)\dx) '^[dyldal'^ ' 

\da?)^''\dxdy) dx'^^Kd^z) dx^KdfJ [dxj 

f d^v\ dydz^ (d^\ fdzV fdv\ d^ fdv\ d^ _ ^ 

\dydz) dxdx'^ W) [dxJ "^ [dyj d^ "^ \dz) dx^ " 

From these equations we can deduce -r-^ and -r-^ , which 

may also be found by differentiating equations (3) and (4) of 
the preceding Article. 

187. Suppose we have w equations connecting n + 1 vari- 
ables X, y, z, t. Let the equations be 

Fi (aJ, y> «, t) = 0, say u^ = 0, 

^8 (a?, .y, z, t) = 0, say Wg = 0, 



+ 2 



+ 2 



Fnipc>yyZy = 0, say w« = 0. 

From these equations all the variables but one may be 
considered functions of that one. If x be the independent 
variable, we have by differentiation, as in Art. 185, 

^^\dx)^\dy)dx'^\dz)dx^ ^\dt) dx' 

^^Kd^j'^Kdy) dx^\dz) dx"^ '^\m)d^' 
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\dx) "^ \^)'^^ "^ VdiJ^' 

from which n equations we can determine the n quantities 

di/ dz dt 

dx* dx' dx* 

188. Suppose </) (a?, y, z) = to be the only equation con- 
necting three variables, so that z may be considered an im- 
plicit function of the two independent variabiles x and y : it 

is required to find -^ and -^ . 
ax dy 

By ^ is meant the differential coeflBcient of z with respect 

dz , , 

to ir, supposing y constant, and by -^ the differential cpeflScient 

of z with respect to y supposing x constant. Theoretically 
we may from the given equation find the value of z in terms 
of X and y and then effect the differentiation by common 
mles; (see Art 131). But to avoid the difficulty of solving 
the given equation we adopt another method. Suppose y 
constant, so that we have two variables x and z^ and let u 
stand for ^(o?, y, «), then by Art. 178 



(S)-(5)£-» <')^ 



where (-v-j stands for the differential coefficient of u taken 

on the supposition that x alone varies, and vj-] for the dif- 
ferential coefficient of u taken on the supposition that z alone 
varies. Similarly 

(l)-(i)l=«^ - <^)- 

Equations (1) and (2) determine -j- and -j- . 

We may determine ^ and ^, by the method of Art. 180, 

h2 
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or by that of Art. 181. If we adopt the latter method, the 
two equations we obtain are 

\cbrj \dxaz) ax \dz^J \dx/ \dz / da? 

(d^\ ( d'u \dz_ f^\ fdzV (du\ d\ _ 
\df) ^ ^ \dydz) dy ■*■ U«V \dy) ^ [dzj df " ^' 

We can obtain, an equation for finding t— 7- by diflferen- 

tiating (1) with respect to ^, or by differentiating (2) with 
respect to x. We thus deduce . 

/ d^u \ / d'^u \ dz^.f d^u ^ dz^ fd%\ dz dz 
\dxdy) \dzdx) dy \dzdyl dx \dz^) dy dx 

\dzj dydx 

189. Suppose we have two equations connecting four 
variables; for example, 

/(v, a;, y, z) = 0, say u^ = 0, 

F(y, X, y, z) = 0, say u^ = 0\ 

from these equations v and z may be considered functions 
of the independent variables x and y. If we eliminate v we 

obtain an equation connecting z^ x, and y, so that -v- and -j- 
may be obtained by the preceding Article; and similarly 
if we eliminate z we may find -y- and -,- . Or we may pro- 
ceed thus : from the equation w^ = we deduce, by Art. 174, 
fdu,\ fduA dv (du\ dz_ 
\dx)'^\dv) dx^\dz) dx'^'^' 

and from the equation Wjj = we deduce 

(du^,(du^dv(du\dz_ 
[dxJ ^ \dvj dx^\dz) dx'^' 



from which -j- and t- can be found. 
dx dx 
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Similarly, from m, = and m, = we deduce 
/du,\ fduA dv^ fduA & _ 
Uy/ \ dv) dy^\ da) dy ~ ' 

(|')h-(S-)|^©|=<'. 

from which -r- and ^- can be found. 
di/ dy 

In such equations as those in the present Article it is 

.^ df df dF ^ A ^ ^K 

very common to wnte -r- , -— , -y- , ..., to denote -5-*, 

dwj du^ 
'd^' dy' ••' 

190. If values of x and y which satisfy an equation w = 

involving x and y, also make (-7-) and (-^-j vanish, then 

/diA 

-f- , which =— T V T > assumes the indeterminate form - . 
dx fdu\ 

If we apply the method of Art. 145, we have 

the Umit of i$i = the Umit of V^^ V^V ^^ , 
(du\ ( d?u \ ^ (d^u\ dy ' 



(du\ I dru \ /dru\ 

\dy) [dxdy)^[dyV 



dx 



the numerator and denominator of the second fraction being 
respectively the differential coeflScient of (-7-] and of ( j^J 
with respect to ar. 



We have then 



/£u\ f d^u \ dy 

dy^ Vetoy \dxdy) dx 

dx" / d^u \ /d'uS. dy 

\dx dy) \dy^J dx 



(i). 
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In this expression we must substitute in (-r-i) > (> —r) i 
and (^T-j) , the values of a; and y under consideration, and thus 
we obtain a quadratic for finding ~ . This quadratic is 

equation (2) agrees with equation (3) of Art. 181, remem- 
bering that by hypothesis (;t-) == 0. 

191. Should the values of x and y we are cousidering in 
addition to making u = 0, (-^j = 0, f ,- J = 0, also make 

given in equation (1) of the preceding Article also takes the 
form -. Hence, applying again the rule for finding the 
limit of such a fraction, we have 

dx / dJ'u \ / d^u \ dy (d^uX/dyS" (d'u\d^y"^ ^' 
\dx'dyJ ■*■ ^ \dxdyy dx ■*■ \dyy \dx) "^ \df) da? 

Since i jj ) and (t-t) vanish, we obtain from (1) 

where in all the differential coefficients of u we must sub- 
stitute the values of x and y under consideration, giving a 

cubic equation to determine -p . Compare Art. 184. 
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It must be observed that this method is liable to an 

objection. We assume that -, — r -72 and -^-^ -^% vanish 
•^ axdy ax* d]f da? 

because in each case one factor vanishes : if however ^ be 

dor 

infinite, it does not follow necessarily that ^ -^ and 

ax ay ax 

Zj-z t? vanish. See Art. 380. 
dy dx 

192. Example. y* + 3ay- 4a*a;3/-aV = 0, or ^ = 0. 
Here C^j = — 4a*y - 2a*a?, 



Q=V+6a'y-4a'a:; 



Kdy 

therefore %^ 4aV4-2a^.r ^ 2a'y + a'x 

dx 4y' + 6a'y-4a*a; 2/ + Sa^ - 2a'a? * 

Here a? = 0, y = 0, satisfy m = 0, and make -^ assume the 
form -- . 

Differentiate both numerator and denominator, and we have 

f = the limit of ±r3 

^ (6y+3a')|-2a' 

2I + I 

= K ultimately. 

3^-2 
dx 

therefore 3^)'^ 4 ^-1 = 0; 

therefore ~ = ~ . 
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Again, suppose ay'— 6a3^y+a^=0 to be the given equation. 
Then (g)-4x«-2Jay, 

therefore -f- = ^-s — ^r-i • 

cLx bar — Zay 

This value of -f^ takes the form - when x and y vanish. 
ax ^ 

Hence, dififerentiating the numerator and denominator, we 

have 

, \2a?''2ly'-ibx-^ 

dx" ^, ^ dy ^ 
2bx — ^ay -^ 

when X and y are made = 0. 

Again, we have the form - . Hence, differentiating again, 

ay ax cte" 

d^v 
X and y being made each = 0. Thus assuming that x -r^ 

and y ^ vanish, we have 



|{.5-e.^)-l=-«|, 



from which ^ ==• 0, 



dy 
or -^! 



v=- 



193. It may be noticed that equation (2) of Art. 190 
differs from equation (3) of Art. 181 only in the omission of 
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the term f ^ )-t« • This term would not occur if -t- were 
\dyj dor dx 

d\ 
a constant quantity, for then -t4 would be zero. Hence 

equation (2) of Art 190 may be derived by diflferentiating 
the equation 

with respect to x and treating -j- as if it were a constant. 

Similarly, equation (2) of Art. 191 may be deduced from 
equation (2) of Art. 190 by differentiating with respect to x 

and treating ^ a^ if it were a constant 

194. If in equation (2) of Art. 190 we have f j-j) = 0, 

then 

/d^\ 
dy __ \dx^) 

\dxdy) 



dx r d^u \ 

\dxdy) 



aB one value of -#-. The other value of -r- will be infinite, 
dx dx 

for we know from Algebra that if we have a quadratic 
equation and the coefficient of the highest power of the un- 
known quantity gradually diminishes without limit, then 
one of the roots simultaneously increases without limit. See 
Algebra, Chapter xxii. 

195. The value of ~ , when the values a? = 0, 3/ = 0, make 

it assume an indeterminate form, may often be more simply 

found thus. We have only to seek the limit of ^ as a; and y 

" X 

diminish without limit ; this is obvious from the meaning of 

-f , or from Art. 145 ; it will be seen too if we refer to the 

geometrical illustration of Art. 38. 
Example. y* + 3ay — ^c^xy — aV = 0. 
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Hence. y.g)V3a»gy-4a'|-a' = 0. 

If now ^ have dJiy finite limit, the term y'(-) "will vanish 
when y = 0, and we have for finding the ultimate value of ^ 

X 

the equation 



or 






therefore 2l = _^=^ — , 

a? 3 

If ^ have an infinite value, then - has a value zero ; 
X y 

putting the given equation in the form 



y + 3a«-4a«f-a«(^y=0. 



we see that - = ultimately would not satisfy it. Hence - 
has not an infinite value. 

Again, suppose ay' — hx^y + a?* = ; 
therefore a(^J -h (^ +a; = : 

when X vanishes, we have -•{«() — ir = 0; 

therefore '-^ = ultimately, or - = ± * /- , 

AgaiD, suppose x* + (ia?y + hocy^ — y* ^ ; 
therefore x + a^-'-\'l ^^V- y ^^ = 0. 
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Thejintte limiting values of - are given by 



therefore ^ = 0, or ^ = — r . 

X X 



And since the given equation may be put in the form 

X 

we see that - = ultimately satisfies it ; 
therefore ^ = oo ultimately for another value. 
Hence the limits of ^ are 0, or — j- , or oo . 

X 

This method is free from the difficulty which is pointed 
out at the end of Art. 191. 

If we wish to ascertain by the method of the present Article 

the value of ^ at a point for which a? = a, y = 6, we may put 

a + aj' for x and h-\-y' for y in the equation which connects 

X and y. We shall then have to find the value of -j-, when 

a?'=0 and y = ; and this may be ascertained by the method 
shewn in the preceding Examples. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. If ?^=r. /f-2 — ^j, where z and y are functions of a;, 

^ ^ du 
iind -£-. 
(tx 

2. If M = sin"^ - , where z and y are functions of a?, find -^ . 
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^ ' dx x{l + n7/) 

^ <Kc ar— osyloga; 

5. If (a + y)«{6«-y») + (a;+a)V = 0, findg. 

6. If sin (ay) = tnx, find t^ . 

7. Given y*+x*- 3oxy = 0, shew that ft = __|^J^ 

8. Given a;* + 2aaj'y = a^', find -^ and -t~ , and write down 



the third derived equation. 



9. Ji y = <f>(x, y, w) and yjr {x, y, u) = 0, find — . 



<Zi/r d<f) dyfr d(f> dyfr 

J? 7/ ^**_ c?ag f?y c?y (^a; dx 

dx "" c?^ c?</> dyjr d(f> dyjr ' 

du dy dy du du 

10. If w = <^ {x, y)y and t^= X («), find ^. 

^"*|{=^'(«)-(S)}-(|)x(^)- 

11. If t^ = a^ + V(secajt/), find ^, (1) when x and y are 

independent, (2) when aj + y = a. 

12. If a^ + V(sec ajy) = 0, find ^ . 

<^ ajV(secar2^)tanajy+2a'^ic*'logalo<xa;' ' 
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13. If 0;^+ 2aa^y - a/ = 0, shew that ^ = 0, or ± V2, 

when 0? = and y = 0. 

14. If aj* - a/ + 2axij' + '^ao^y = 0, shew that ^ = 0, or - 1, 

or 3, when a; = and y = 0. 

15. If aa? + x^y - ay^ = 0, shew that ^ = 1, when a; = 

and y = 0. 

16. If xy = (a* - y) (6 + 2^)'. shew that ^ = ± ^^^.^_yy 

when a? = and y = — J. 

17. If (^•-^^(a:-l)(a^-^)=2(2/^ + a^-2a^r, 

find ^ when cc and v vanish, and when a; = 1, y = 1. 
ax 

i?e.«Z^^(L»)and--i-±yi33). 

18. If y^^y^ + 3xy-2x*=0, find ^ when x=0. 
JJeswZi 1, 2, or — -. 

19. Find J if ^*^-a? + y*+«' = c^ 

dx x(x + y) a){xz + l) 
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CHAPTER XIL 

CHANGE OF THE INDEPENDENT VABIABLE. 

196. In Art. 60 we have shewn that 

dx^ • ^^^' 

dy 
and in Art. 63 we have shewn that 

dy dy dz^ .. 

dx dz dx ^ ^' 

and we now proceed to some extensions of these formulae. 

Given x and y, both functions of a third variable z, it 
is required to express the successive differential coefficients 
of y with respect to x, in terms of those of y and x with 
respect to z. 

We have 



dx 


_dy 
~dz 

dy 


dz 
dx 


by (2), 


s 


de 




by (1). 




ds 






± 




dy_ 





TT dV d dz d dz dz . ... 

dz dz 

d^y dx ^x^ dy^ 
1^ dz "" dz"^ dz dz^ 
fdxV *dx 



(dfc 



dz) 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CHANGE OF THE INDEPENDENT VARIABLE. 175 

d^y dM d^x d^ 

dz* dz dz^ dz ^ f^. 

= 7^ — ^y^'^- 

\dz) 

d^y dx d^x dy 
A • ^V__ ^ cfe" dz dz* dz dz^ 
^^^^' d^^dz /dx\^ 'dx 

[d^J 

/(Py dx __ d^ dy\ (dx^ fdxV d^x /d^ dx _ d^ dy\ 
_ \dz^ dz dz^ dzj\dz) " \dz) dz^ \dz^ c[z di^ dz) dz 

fdx^ dx 

\dz) 

( d^y dx ^ d^ dy\ ^_ « d^ / d^y dx ^ d^x dy\ 
\dz^ dz dz^ dz) dz dz^ \dz* dz dz^ dz) 



Similarly we might express -r^ , -r-f , 



This process is called " changing the independent variable 
from x to zf since in -t4 the independent variable is x, 

d^y dx d^x dy 

, , . ,, . dz* dz dz* dz ^. . J , , 

but m the expression , g t^® mdependent va- 

riable is z. 

197. Suppose in the preceding Article we put z = i/. 

we nave ^ - 1, ^^. - u, ^^. -u, 

dx _dx d^x _ c^x 
&~^' d?~di/" ' 
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and thus 



^= 1 
dx S' 
dy 



d'y_^ dy' 



da? 



dx d^x ^ /d*x\* 
d'y djjdy' ^W) 
dxV 
.dy) 






198. The formulsB of Art; 197 may also be obtained 
directly thus: 

d^^ 1 . 
dx dx^ 

dy 

therefore -y^ = _- — - 

dor ax dx 

ly 

_ d 1 dy 
dydx'dx 
Ty 

d^x d^x 

-. _ dy"^ dy _^ dj^ 
~ fdxY''^'^^ f^y' 
[dyJ [dyj 

d^x d^x 

d^__ d 'W d^ ^^ dy^ 

dx^ ^ (dx\^ dy (d^* dx 

\dy) . W 
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d?x fdx\'_ fdxV /^x\* 
dyt \dy) ^ \dy) \dyV 

d*a; dx /(fa^N* 

This process is called changing the independent variable 
from OS to y. 

199. With respect to the icse of the preceding Articles 
we must observe that, as is the case with some other parts 
of the Differential Calculus, the student is here acquiring 
materials which will be available in some of his following 
subjects. Expressions which present themselves can some- 
times be much simpHfied by transforming them in the manner 
above indicated ; of this examples will be seen at the end 
of this Chapter. 

200. The following is an important special case. 

Change the independent variable in of -y-^ from x to t, 
where a? = e*. 

We have ^ (x'^^] = - (x" ^"l ^ 
^® '^''^ dtV dxV dxK" dx") dt 

-(naT'^+x'^^^x 
~V dx"^"" dx'^')'" 

.dry , .+id""'V 

therefore i (x" ^\ -nx'^ = x""^ 

theretore ^{x ^„j nx ^^„-x ^^,. 

This result may for the sake of abhreviation be thus ex- 
pressed, i 

\dt '')'"■' dx'" daT' ^^^• 

T. D. C. N 
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Pat n = 1 ; then 

But ^ = ^^ = 3,^. 

dt dx dt dx' 

f-f- ^g=(|-i)| ». 

Put»=2 in (1); then 

U V da?" '" dx" 
or from (2), 

^S-a-)fi-')S (* 

Proceeding thus we deduce 

201* It is often useful in geometrical applications of the 
Diflferential Calculus to have expressions for -^ and -— in 
terms of 0, supposing 

a; = rcos5) 

y = rsin^J ' ^^^' 

Since y is by supposition some function of x, it follows 
from (1) that an equation subsists between r and 0, so that 
r may be considered some function of 0, 

, £q sm^^ + rcosd 

^^^ i = ^ ^—pTr -T> ^^^°^ (1)' 

^ cos 6^ Tg — r sm ^ 

da? d0 ^dr . a' dx* 
cos a -f^— r sm 
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The numerator of this fraction is 

f sin Q-^ + 2 cos ^^ — r sin ^ j Tcos ^ ^^ — r sin ^J 

— (cos O-Tat — 2 sin ^ Tg — r cos ^J fsin ^ -^ + r cos 0\ 
and the denominator is 

fcosd-73 — rsin^j. 

„ V. • A \de) "" d(^ 

Hence we ootam y^= ^ ^■. . 

(cos ff-j2 — r8m0) 

202. Let w be a function of the independent variables 
X and y, say u=f{x, y) ; and siippose x and y functions 
of two new independent variables r, 6, so that 

It is required to find the values of -7- and -7- in terms of 
^ ax ay 

diflferential coeflScients of u taken with respect to the new 

variables. 

If for X and y we substitute their values in terms of r 
and 6, we make u an explicit function of r and ft Now, by 
Art 169, 

du ^dudx du dy 

dr dx dr dy dr ' 

du ^dud^ dudy 
M^dxdO dydd' 

From these equations -,- and -7- can be found. 
^ ax dy 

203. If the equations which connect a?, y, r, tf, iDBtead of 
those in Art. 202, are given in the form 

r = j;(a?,y), 

6^F,{x,y), 

N2 
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we may use the formulsB 

du du dr du dd 
dx^ dr dx dd dx* 

du ^dudr dudO 
dy'^drdy Wdy' 

204. If the equations which connect ar, y, r, 0, are given 
in the form 

F,{x,y,T,(f)^0 (1), 

F,{x,y,T,e)=^0 (2), 

we may, in order to find the values of t- , -v^, -r-, -^, 

required by the formulae of Art. 202, by successively eliminat- 
ing y and x from (1) and (2), obtain explicitly the values of x 
and y in terms of r and 0. Or, by Art. 189, we may find 

-T^ and ^ from the equations 

(dF\ (dFAd^ (dF\dy^ 
\d0 )^\dx) d0'^\dy) d0^^' 

(dF\ (dFXdx (dF\dy^_ 
\d0)'^\dx)d0^\dy)d0''^' 

dx J dy 
and use two similar equations for -p and -r- . 

205. Example. u=f(xy y), 

aj = rcos^, 
y = r sin 5 ; 

here -^ = -rsin^, ;J = rcos^, 



dx ^ dy 
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Hence, by Art. 202, 



J- = COS. ^3- + sin ^-1- , 
dr dx dy 

du , ^du ^du 

du ^du \ , ^du 

-T- = COS C7 -= sin u -T7» , 

cte dr r da 

du . ^du 1 ^du 
J- = sin ^ ,- + - cos c' -77^ , 
dy dr r du J 



If we proceed according to Art 203, we must put the 
equations between x, y, r, 0, in the form 



therefore 



.(1). 



r = V(aJ*+y), 



here 



X 



X 



dr _ 



dr 



y 



^y_ 

dy ^[af + f) r' 



^ = tan-»-^; 

OS 

dO _ y _ y 

dx '^^""t'' 

d6 ^ X __ ^ . 
dy'' x^ + y^"?' 



therefore 



du ^xdu y du " 
dx r dr f" d0 ' 
du __y du X du 



(2). 



rdr^r^dd'J 

X tf 

Since - = cos^ and ^ = sin^, the formulae (1) and (2) 
T r 

agree. 

In this branch of the subject beginners are liable to mis- 
takes from not pajdng sufficient attention to the precise 
meaning of the symbols. Generally speaking mathematical 
notation is so definite that the meaning of any symbol can 
be settled without regard to the context ; but sometimes in- 
stead of using a complex symbol to express our meaning 
-veithout any possibility of mistake we use a symbol which 
in itself may be ambiguous, but which is rendered perfectly 
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definite by means of the connexion in wUch it occurs. Thus, 
for example^ as we have stated in Art 170, the brackets 
expressive of differentiation under certain conditions are 
sometimes omitted, that is, they are left to be suggested by 
the context. 

In the present case the meaning of the symbols -ff-m* 

-7-, --r- which occur in Arts. 202 and 203 must be carefully 

observed. "We might use a more complex notation, as for 
example the following ; let yfr {x, y) be any function of x and 
y, and let x (^> ^) he the form which yft (a?, y) takes when for 
X and y we substitute their values in terms of r and ; then 

dx {r, ff) _ i d'^ (y, y) \ dx (dyjrjx^y) ) ^ 
dr "[ dx idr'^X dy ) dr* 

and this is the equation which in Art. 202 is expressed more 
briefly thus, 

du ^du dx du dy 

dr dx dr dy dr ' 

The beginner however must remember that the second 
form is an abbreviation of the first form, and he should recur 
to the first form if he has any doubt of the meaning of the 
^ . du du du 

'^^^ di' ^' ^' 

It is however with respect to the symbols j" > g > 

dS * M ^^^^^ occur in Art. 202, and the symbols 3" > T~ » 

dr dw 1 • 1 • k t • t 

"ir> j~> which occur m Art. 203, that mistakes are most 

dy' dy' 

frequently made. For example, beginners sometimes imagine 

that the -y- of Art. 202 and the -j- of Art. 203 are connected 
dr dx 

dx dr 
by the formula j; x y- = 1. This formula however is quite 
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inapplicable here ; for it implies that there is a single equa- 
tion involving x and r and no other variable, which is not 
the case here. 

In Art. 202 we suppose that x and y are expressed as 

dx 
functions of r and : and -7- means the diflferential coeflScient 

dr 

of X when r varies but does not vary : and as r varies y will 

also vary, so that on the whole r, x, and y vary, and does 

not vary. In Art. 203 we suppose that r and are expressed 

dj* 
as fimctions of x and y ; and -j- means the differential co- 

eflBcient of r when x varies but y does not vary : and as x 
varies will also vary, so that on the whole x, r, and ysltj^ 
and y does not vary. 

Thus the ^ of Art. 202 and the -j- of Art. 203 are formed 
dr dx 

on different suppositions as to the quantities which vary and 

the quantities which do not vary. 

dx 
In the example of the present Article we find that the -^ 

of Art. 202 =cos5, and the ^ of Art. 203 = - = cos^; and 
the product of the two is not unity. 

206. Suppose u a function of the three independent vari- 
ables a?, yy Zy and that these are connected by three equations 
with three new independent variables 0, ^,r: it is required 

to express -j- , -=- , -ft ^ terms of differential coefficients 

of u taken with respect to the new variables. 

We have, by Art. 174, 

du __ du d0 du d<f> du dr 

dx~^ d0 dx d^ dx ' dr dx 

du __ du d0 du d(f> du dr i . . 

dy'^ d0 dy d^ dy dr dy 

du __ du d0 du d^ du dr 

dz "" d0 d^ d^ dz dr dz 
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But by means of the three equations between ar, y, z^ 

0, ^, r, we can determine the values of 

dd dd dd d<f} d<f> d<f> dr ^ dr 

d^' d^' di' 1^' d^' dl' dx'dy' dz' 

J , , , . du du , dit 

and nence the above equations express ;t- > j~ > ^J^d -r- , m 

J. du du ^ du 

Also by solving the above equations we can express 

du du du . , ^ du du -» du ., , , 

j^* jT> -7- > 111 terms of -^ , -1- , and -j-, whicn can also 
dd d(l> dr' dx dy dz 

be found by the equations 

du __ du dx du dy du dz ^ 

J0~'jxd0'^dy'i0'^dzd0 

du du dx du dy du dz i ,. 

— — I - - -\ — r (2) 

d^ dx dif) dy d^ dz d(i> ' ^ ^' 

du __ du dx du dy du dz 

dr dx dr dy dr dz dr ^ 

207. Suppose, to exemplify the above, we put 

a? = r sin ^ cos (f>, y = rsmd sin <^, z = r cos 0, 

Hence, to apply equations (2) of Art. 206, we have 

dy A ' , ^^ 

-— = r cos ^ sm 6, 

du 

dy 

-^ = sin ^ sin <^, 
dr 

therefore 



dx A 1 

^ = r cos ^ cos <f>, 

dx • /i • i 

~~= — r sm ^ sm 9, 
a<p 

dx . a , 
-7- = sm ^ cos <p, 



d0 



= — r sin 0, 



= r8m0 cos ^, 



^=0 

dz /, 

-7- = cos ^ ; 
dr 



du 
10 



du 



du 



.du^ 



= r cos ^ cos 6 -7- + r cos ^ sin 6 -7 — r sin ^ ^- 



dx 



dy 



dz 



du • /I • i ^^ . • /I i ^^ 

-— = — r sm ^ sm -T- + r sm ^ cos 3- 
d^ dx ^ ay 



y (I). 



du , n, * du , ^ , , du ^ ^du 
-5- = sm ^ cos -7- + sm ^ sm 6 3- + cos ^ j- 
dr ^ dx ^ dy . dz 
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If we employ equations (1) of Art. 206, we must put 
the relations between x, y, and z, in the form 

r = V(a!* + 2/» + A 

6 = t.n-^-^^^, 



<f} = tan"^ ^ 



therefore t- = 



X 



dx j\/{x' + y'^ + z^) T 

dr V . /, . . 
J- = - = sin ^ sin 0), 
dy r ^' 



= - = sin cos <^, 



dr z ^ 
-J- = - = cos ^, 
dz r 




d0 z X cos d cos 


9 


d^ x^ + f^-z^' ^J{x^^-f)^ r 


d0 _ z y _ cos ^ sin 


> 


dy aj* + y + «" V(aj'+/)^ r 


de_ ^/(x^ + y^) _ sind 
dz a;*+3^* + 5j*~ r ' 


d^ __ y _ sin<^ 


</a; a;' + 2^*~ rsin^' 


rf<^ _ a? cos <^ 


^y a^+y'^rsin^' 


s-»^ 


therefore 


du . ^ , dw cos ^ cos <^ du sin 6 dw^ 

-w- = sm^cos6-7- + ^ -12 ^j1 

dx ^ dr r dd rsin6d(f> 




du . /, . , du , cos sind) du cos 6 du 
dy ^ dr r d0 r sm d^ 


>• ,,,,,, 


du ^ du sm du 

— = cos J -Th 

dz dr r d0 J 





•(2), 



which will be found consistent with (1). 
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For exercise we give the results arising from differentiating 
equations (2) of the preceding investigation. 

d^u _ sin 2<^ f . j ^ d^ji cos'tf cPw __ 1 d^u 

sin 2d cPw sin* du cosO f . ^ , 1 \du\ 
d^u coid d^u 1 da) 



d^u_ 
dxdz 



+ COS 

sin 2d 



^^% 



•COS 



d^dr r^ d^dO r'Bin'dd^^ 
'^[dr' r'de' rdr] 



h 



^ " \dddr rdO] 



COS 2d COS <^ f d?u 

r 
sin<6 fl d^u cosd d^u 



sin <^ fl 

r \r i 



dd d^ sin dr d<f>^ 
_ sin 20 cos <l> . cos 2d cos <^ p sin <^ ^ 

cPt^ _ sin 2d sin <^ , cos 2d sin <^ ^ cos <^ ^ 
rfy d^? ~ 2 r r ' 



d*w - ^ cPw sin"d / 1 d^u 

^ = cos«d^ + - 



/IdV rfM\ sin2d /ldu (ft^ \ 
U^d* rfrj"^ T [rTd drd0r 



cos'^ 



i»6^sin'd^3+— ^:;^+ 



coa'0 d^u sin 2d c?w co^0 da sin2d<?w 



r rfr^^ ^ rf^ 



rfrrfd' 



r 
1 



dr 
du 



r^ d0^ 



sin2<^(' d^u cotd cPw 

r |(i^c?r r ddd^ r sin* dc?^, 

sin*^ ( 1 d^u du cot d du) 

'^~7~ Y^0df'^di^'^~i^d0) 

2 . ^ sin2<^ -^ , sin'6 ,^ 
= cos^<t>L -M-\ ^ N, say ; 



I 



cPw . « , T- sin 26 



Jtf+ 



cos*^ 



K 
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By addition we have 

6^u d^u (Pu __cPu 1 cPu 1 d^u 2du cot du 

d?'^df'^'^"di^^f'd0''^7^ffdf'^rdr'^^^d0' 

208. The following example for two independent variables 
is analogous to that in Art. 200 for one independent variable. 

I£ a)=e and y = e* it is required to change the independent 
variables from x and y to and ^ in the expression 

^^n-^^ ^dx^^-'dy^ [2 ^ y dx^'-^df^- 

Let this expression be denoted by v„, and let v^, denote 
what it becomes when n is changed into n + 1 ; we shall 
prove that 

d^n . dv^ ,^v 



For 



dv^ __ dv^ dx __ dv^ 
dO^daoW^^d^' 



1 dvn_dv^dy_^ dv^ 

d<f>~' dy d^'^y dy ' 

Now take any term in the expression represented by v^ and 
perform the following operations : differentiate the term with 
respect to x and afterwards multiply by x ; differentiate the 
term with respect to y and afterwards multiply by y ; then 
add the two results. Take for example the (r + 1)*** term 
which is 

yi(n--l)...(n-r-t-l) ^ . dJ'u 

ir "^ y d^'-'df' i 

and by performing the operations we obtain 

n{n-\)...{n-r+\) {^,^ d'^u ^, d'^'u ' 



^■"^'"^':^%j 



Jx''-^di 
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Hence we infer that a? -r-^ + y -r^ is equal to wr» together 

with two series ; and by uniting hke terms in the two series 
we obtain a single series of which the general term is 

(« + l)«(n-l)...(« + l-r+l) „^ d'^'w 

Therefore *" d^ + ^ zf = "*" + "•♦i 5 

and thus (1) is proved ; we may write (1) for abbreviation thus, 

*'"«=ll+4""}''" ^'^- 

Put n = 1 in (2) ; then 

[d d ) (d d ) ( du dti 

as we may write it ; again put n = 2 in (2) ; then 

Proceeding in this way we obtain 

id ^ d , A \d d \{d , d Ud . d\ 



Vn'^i 



dO d<]) 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Change the independent variable from a? to y in the equation 

^"^^^ ' supposmgy = loga?. 

Tk 7 d*u 
Result -f^+u=0. 
df 
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2. Transform ^ + j_. ^ + _^-^-, == mto an equa- 

tion in which & is the independent variable, where 
5 = tan"*ic. ^ i.d^y , 

3. Transform ^ + - ^- + y = 0, into an equation in which 

t is the independent variable where x^ = At 

5. If a; = cos^, then 
do; 



6. Transform j, j, ^^ , by assuming a! = rcos^, 



Result 



7. If a; = r cos d, y = r sin d, shew that 

8. If a? = a (1 — cos t) and y = a (w^ + sin ^'i, express 

d^y . . /•. r» 7. wcos< + l 

33 in terms of t Result . o^ 

oar a sm ^ 
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9. Suppose u to be a function of r and 

t* = a?j» + a?,* + ir,*+ + a;,*; 

then if 



shew that 



cPu n — 1 dw ^ 
dr* r dr ' 



10. Given a^sacos^, y=isin^, express 

in terms of ^. 



{-®T 



dcf 

(g'sin'^^ + ycos'.^)* ^ 

11. Transform |^ + 2CfC^ + 7^$^ = into an 

equation in which t shall be the independent variable, 
having given x = log V (tan i) . 

jBeimZ«^ + n'y = 0. 

12. Change the independent variable from y to a? in 

^3-4tany^, + 2tan*y^ = 0, supposmgtany = «. 

13. Transform T;p+ \-^) ^^ ^^ expression in which y is 

the independent variable. 

d^u 

14. Given a? = i + ^, transform -^ into an expression m 

which X is the independent variable. 
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15. K z^u^esmtt, and tan- = ./(--^^| tan-, shew 

2 V \1 + e/ 2 

dv (1 + e cos vY 

16. If (a* — a;')^^ ^""^~^' ^'^^ «* + y* = a*, shew 

that ic* -7-i — 2 = 0, 
dy* 

17. Transform 

by assuming a + bx = eK 

18. If 2? be a function of the two independent variables x 

and y, and x and y be connected with two new vari- 
ables r and d by means of two equations, shew how to 

d^z d^z , d^z . - , 

express ^, , , , and -^, m terms of the new 

variables. 

For instance, if a? = r cos ^, y = r sin 0, shew that 

^ = ^ + JB COS 2^- (7sin2^, 

-j4 = ^-JBcos2^ + (7sin2^, 
df 

d*z 

-y—,- = JB sin 2d +(7 cos 2^; 
dxdy 

where ^+5=^,^-5=-,^ + -^, 
r— ^ ^*g 1 <fe 

^^rdFdS ?55* 

19. If a;, y, 5?, and f, 17, f, be co-ordinates of the same point 

P referred to two different rectangular systems, shew 

that 

rfV d^j> d'<f>_d% d*<l> d*4> 
d^ ^ d^^ dz* '^ d^'^ drf^ d^' 
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20. If a^-^r^y 4-^ = 0, and « = y«', shew that 
d'z dz ^ 

she.that„gy=(-)V@y-(-y. . 

22. Transform -rAi — sec9cosec0-K+yn^tsji^0 = O, into an 

equation in which x shall be the independent variable, 
having given x = log (sec 0), 

Result ;^ + ^V = ^ 

23. K« y = e"^ and a; = sin 6, shew that 

:t^ = -^ {3 sin ^ cos d-sin'5- 2}. 
cbf cos*^ d ^ ^ 

24. Express ^ + 2^^ + ^ in terms of ^, ^, , 

where s^e'+e^, and < = e"* + e"^, 

T> 7 fi^*w ^ (Z'w . ,. <Z^w . du , du 

25. If x=a^ cos ^, and y = cu? sin ^, shew that 

2' a^ ^"^ dxdy^'' df d<i?^ dd' 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

MAXTTVTA AND MINIMA OF A FUNCTION OF ONE VARIABLE. 

209. Suppose <f> (x) to denote a certain function of x, 
and that while the variable x changes gradually from one 
definite value to another, <fi{x) changes in such a manner 
that it is sometimes increasing and sometimes decreasing. 
There must then be certain values of x, for which ^ (x) begins 
to decrease, having previously been increasing, or begins to 
increase, having previously been decreasing. In the former 
case, if>{x) has a greater value for the particular value of x 
than it has for adjacent values of x, and is said to have 
a maximum value. In the latter case, ^ {x) has a less value 
for the particular value of x than it has for adjacent values 
of a?, and is said to have a minimum value. Hence, these 
terms maximum and minimum are not used to denote the 
arithmetically greatest and least values which a function can 
assume; for it appears from the above explanation that a 
function may have several maxima and minima values, and 
that some particular minimum may be greater than some 
particular maximum. 

210. Definition. If as x increases or decreases from 
the value a through a finite interval, however small, <^(a;) 
is always less than <^ (a), then <^ (a) is called a maximum 
value o{ <f}(x)] i£ <f> (x) is always greater than (f> (a), then 
^ (a) is called a minimum value of <f) {x). 

211. Rule for discovering maxima and minima values. 

Let j> {x) denote any function of x. By Art. 92, we 
have 

T. D. C. O 
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If ^'{x) be not zero we can give such a value to h that 
the sign of 

shall for that value of A, and all inferior values of h, be the 

same as the sign of h<f>{w), because - <f>'{x+6h) can always 

be made less than (f) {x) by taking h small enough. In this 
case 

<f>{x + h)'~^ (x) 

and (j) {x — h) — <f> {x) 

have different signs, and therefore <^ {x) has neither a maxi- 
mum nor minimum value. 

Hence, as the first condition for the existence of a maxi- 
mum or minimum value of ^ (a;), we must have 

f(^)=o (1). 

Let a be a yalue of x deduced from equation (1), so tbat 

0'(a)=O. 
We have now, by Art. 92, 

^ (a + A) = <^ (a) + 1 ./,"(«) +1 f" (a + Oh). 

Suppose <^" (a) not zero ; then by giving to h some value 
suflSciently small, the sign of 

|f'(«)+|r(«+^A) 

A* 
will be the same as that of .— ^"(a), or of ^"(^)> ^^^ ^^^ 

If 
value of h and all inferior values ; 

therefore <^ (a + A) — ^ (a) 

and <]){a-h)—<f> (a) 

have the same signs. 

If then tpi"{a) be positive <^(a) is a minimum value of 
<l>{x) ; if ^" (a) be negative ^ (a) is a maximum value of ^ (x). 
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K <f/' (a) vanish as well as ^' (a) then, by Art. 92, 

By reasoning similar to that used before, we may shew 
that unless ^'" (a) also vanish <f> (a) can be neither a maximum 
nor minimum value of <^ (w) ; but that if <^'" (a) vanish and 
4>'"(a) be positive <f){a) is a minimum value, and if <^'"(a) 
vanish and 4!'" (a) be negative <^ (a) is a maximum value. 

Since this process may be continued until we arrive at 
a diflTerential coeflScient which does not vanish when a: = a, 
We have the following result. In order that ^ (x) may have 
a maximum or minimum value when x = a, it is necessary 
that this value of a? should make an odd number of the suc- 
cessive dififerential coeflScients of <^ (x) vanish, beginning with 
the first ; when this condition is satisfied <^ (a) is a maximum 
value if the next dififerential coeflficient be negative and a 
minimum value if it be positive. 

212. It is to be observed that in the above demonstration 
we have used 6 to denote a fraction less than unity, and it 
is not to be assumed that the same fraction is denoted when- 
ever the symbol is used. Also we have supposed as usual 
that none of the functions ^'(a), <^"(a), ... are infinite. We 
shall shew hereafter, that maxima and minima values 
may occur when ^'(a?) = 00 , as well as when 4!{x) = : see 
Art. 214, 

213. Suppose that when x = a, the function <f> {x) has a 
maximum or minimum value, and that ^*(a) is the first 
dififerential coeflficient that does not vanish, n being even. 
By Art. 92, since <^'(a), ^"(a), ... all vanish up to <^*"*(a) 
inclusive, we have • 

where «.nd tf^ are proper fractions. 

From these values of <}> {a + h) and ^' (d — A) we see that 
^\x) changes sign as x passes through the value a. If we 
suppose X to increase and pass through the value a, then 

02 
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^'(a?) changes from positive to negative if 6* (a) be negative, 
that is, if ^ (a) be a maximum ; and (f)' {x) cnanges from nega- 
tive to positive if ^"(a) be positive, that is, if ^ (a) be a 
minimum. This suggests another form for the definition 
of maxima and minima values and for the investigation 
of the conditions of their existence which we give in the 
next Article. 

214. Definition. If as a; varies through any finite in- 
terval, however small, <f> (x) increase until x = a and then 
decrease, if> (a) is called a maximum value of ^ (oj) ; if ^ (a?) 
decrease until a? = a and then increase, <f> (a) is caUed a mini- 
mum value. 

By Art. 89, if the difierential coeflBcient of a function 
be positive that function increases with the variable, and if 
the dififerential coeflScient be negative the function decreases 
as the variable increases. Hence, as x increases <f>{x) must 
change from positive to negative when a? = a, if ^(a) be a; 
maximum, and from negative to positive if <^ (a) be a minimum. 
But a function can only change its sign by passing through zero . 
or infinity. Hence, we must find the values of x that make 

f (^) = 0, 
or ^' (a?) = 00 ; ^ 

and if as a; passes through any one of these values ff>'{x) 
changes its sign, we have for that value of a? a maximum 
or minimum value of <f> (x), according as, when x increases, the 
change is from positive to negative or from negative to positive. 

Example (1). Suppose <^ {x) =x^ — 9a? + 24aj - 7, 
then (f)' (x) = 3 (a;' - 6aj + 8), 

f (a:) = 6(a;-3). 
If we put <l>' (a?) = 0, we obtain a? = 2, or a? = 4 ; 
when a;= 2, <l>'(x) is negative, 

when a? =« 4, ^" (x) is positive. 

Therefore when a? = 2, ^ (x) has a maximum value, and 

when x = 4, (j) {x) has a minimum value. 
Example (2). Let <^(a;) =e* + e"*+ 2cosa;; 
therefore <^'(a;) ^e^-e"^- 2 sina^, 

^''(a;) = e* + e~* - 2 cos a?. 
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<^"''(a?) = e' + e"* + 2 cos a?. 

K x = 0, we have <^'(f)=0, ^"(a;)=0, <^'"(a:)=sO, and 
^"" (a?) = 4. Hence, ^ (a?) is a minimum when a; = 0. 

It may be easily shewn that a? = is the only value of a 
for which <f> (x) vanishes ; for 

e'=l+x + — +.— +..., 

[1 il 

2sina.= 2{a.-g^Hg-...}; 

fa?* a?' a;" 1 

therefore f (a;)=4|p^+i-^ +— + ...J. ' 

All the terms in ^' (a;) being of the same sign, (j> {x) can never 
vanish except when a? = 0. 

Example (3). Suppose -j- = a; (a; — 1)' (a? — 3)', for what 

values of a? will w be a maximum or minimum? In this 
Example the method of Art. 214 is preferable. When x is 

negative -v- is positive ; when x is positive and less than 

unity, -r- is negative. Hence j- changes from positive to 
negative as x passes through the value 0, and a? = makes u 
a maximum. When a? = 1, -7- vanishes ; it does not how- 
ever change its sign, but continues negative until a? = 3, and 
after that it is positive. Hence, when a? = 1, w has neither a 
maximum nor minimum value, but has a minimum value 
when a; = 3. 

Suppose that in the Example last given we merely wish 
tp ascertain if a? = gives a maximum or minimum value to u, 
and tfiit we are required to proceed according to the method 
of Art 211 : we have 
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^-(a;-l)«(aj^3)» + 2x(a;-l)(a?-3)»+3a?(:r-.l)*(a?-3)*; 

when a: =0 the first term in -r-^ is negative, and the other two 

terms vanish since they both have x as a factor. Hence we 
need not have expressed them, but might have put 

d*u 

-T-5 = (a? — 1)* {x — 3)' + terms vanishing when a: = 0. 

This remark should be carefully noticed, because in Exam- 
ples like the above we are saved the trouble of writing down 
superfluous terms. 

Example (4). The following Example will introduce the 
reader to considerations by which the process for finding 
maxima and ininima values may sometimes be abbreviated. 

Through a given point P a 
straight line is drawn, meeting 
the axes Ox and Oj/ at A and B 
respectively: find the least length 
this straight line can have. 

Let OM=a, MP^h, PAO^O. 

h 




Then 



Put u = -,—^ + — -7, , 
sm d cos ^ 



PA = 



PB== 



sintf' 



costf ' 



Now 



du 

Te 



and we have to find the least value of u. 
J cos tf a sin tf 



si?"tf ^ cos'tf ' 
therefore -r^ vanishes only when tan = a/- • 

From the figure it appears that by making either as 
small as we please, or as nearly equal to a right angle as 
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we please, the straight line AB may be made as great as we 
please. Also, as d varies from to - , there must be some 

value of d which gives to the straight line AB the least length 
it can have, and this host length of AB will satisfy the defi- 
nition of a minimum lexigth. And as -^^ for a value of be- 
tween and - qan never change its sign except when 

tan ^ = a/ - > this must be the value of 6 that gives the least 
length we are seeking. 

Tins value of gives for the least length the value 

In this Example it is easy to see from the value of t^, 

that it does change sign from negative to positive when 
increases and passes through the value assigned ; but in more 
complicated questions it is often advisable to shew in the 
manner above exemplified, that a maximum or minimum 
must necessarily exist, and then we are saved the trouble of 
examining if the differential coefficient of the function changes 
sign when it vanishes. 

215. If w be a function of x we have shewn that -7- = 

ax 

is the equation from which we are to find values of x which 

make u a maximum or a minimum. If then between two 

assigned values of x there exists no value which makes -r- 

vanish, we conclude that there is no maximum 01 minimum 
value of u between those assigned values of a? ; so that u 
either continually increases or continually decreases as x 
changes from the less to the greater of the assigned values. 
This principle has already been noticed in Art. 89, but its 
importance and its natural connexion with the subject of the 
present Chapter lead us to draw attention to it again. 

For example, suppose 

w = 2a? - tan"* a? - log [x + *J{1 + aj")} ; 
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Hence -j- is positive and cannot vamsh for any value of x 

lying between any assigned positive value and positive in- 
finity. We conclude that u continually increases as x changes 
from zero to positive infinity. 

216. Maxima and minima values of an implicit function. 

Let ^ {xy ^) =3 be an equation connecting x and y ; it is 
required to find the maxima or minima values of y. From 
the given equation we know that y must be some function 
of Xy and if the equation admits of solution we can express 
y expUcitly in terms of a?, and then find the maxima or minima 
values of y by the foregoing Articles. 

But instead of solving the given equation we may proceed 
thus: by Art. 177, 

/du\ 
dy _ \dx) ^ 
J dSj [du\ * 

where u stands for <^ (a?, y). But the values of x which make 
y a maximum or minimum must, by Art. 211, be found by 

solving the equation ^- = 0. Hence 



(i)=«. 



and this equation, combined with w = 0, will determine the 
values of x, which may make y a maximum or minimum. 
To determine whether such a value of x does make y a 
maximum or minimum, we must, by Art. 211, examine the 

value of ;y2- By Art. 180, since (3- J =0, we have 

fd?u\ 



d^^_\dx' 
doi? fdu\ 
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Hence we have this rule : To find the maxima or minima 
values of y, which is an implicit function of x determined by 
u = 0, we must find values of x and y which satisfy w = 

(S) 

and ( -T- ) = 0. K when these values are substituted in -^-t-t- , 
\dxj rdu\ 

th4 fraction is positive, we have obtained a maximum value 
of y ; if the fraction be negative, we have a minimum value 
ofy. 

Example. If af-Saxy + y'^^^O (1), 

find the maxima or minima values of y. 

Here f^^. 

ax }f — ax 

therefore ay — x* = (2). 

Combining (1) with (2), we have 
ir*-2aV = 0; 
therefore a: = 0, 

or a? = a^2. 

The corresponding values of y are 

y = o, 

y = aUL 



If we substitute the values x^^a U2, y — a ^4, in — ■ , , 

6ic . 2 

that is, in — ;rn r* "^^ obtain — . Hence there is a 

3 (y' — ax) a 

maximum value of y. The values aj = 0, y = 0, which make 
the numerator of -^ vanish, also make its denominator vanish ; 
thus y assumes an indeterminate form, and we must discover 
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its real value. Forming the derived equations from the 
given equation, we have 

When we put a? = 0, y = 0, in these, the first equation gives 
-^ = 0, and the second equation gives -r^ = — . Hence, 
when a? = 0, and y = 0, we have y a minimum. 

217. K the values of x and y found from w = and 
f -T- j = 0, make -7^ vanish, then in order that they may 
make y a maximum or minimum, it will be necessary that 
-A should also vanish. This can be tested by making use 

of the value of -v^ given by Art. 184 ; and by obtaining 

a formula for y^ similar to that for ^^ just referred to, we 

can ascertain whether ~x is positive or negative for the 

specific values of x and y. On ^count however of the 

complexity of the general ibrmute for ^ and -r^ , it is 

preferable to determine them in any example directly by the 
method of Art. 1S4, rather than to quote the results of that 
Article. 

218. Suppose u = <l){x, y) and -^ (a?, y) = ; so that y is 
a function of x by the second equation, and therefore from 
the first equation w is a function of x ; required the maxima 
and minima values of w. We may proceed theoretically thus : 
by solving the equation -i/r (a;, y) = 0, obtain y as a function 
of X ; substitute this value of y in </^ (a;, y) ; then u becomes a 
function of x only, and its maxima and minima values can 
be found by previous rules. But we may avoid the diflBculty 
of solving the equation -i/r (a;, y) = 0, thus. 
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By Art. 172, we have 

dx " \dx) \dy) dx ' 
Also, putting t? for yjr {or, y), we have, by Art. 177, 

dy _ \dx) ^ 
dx~ fdvy 
\dy) 



therefore 



fdAi\ fdv\ 
du _ /^\ ^ \dy) \dx) 
dx "" \dx) fdv 



(I) 



Hence, the values of x and y that render u a maximum 
or minimum must be sought among those that satisfy simul- 
taneously 



(du\ fdv\ fdu\ /dv\ _ 
[di)\dy) \dy)\dx)'^' 



and '^ {x, y) or t? = 0. 

d*u 
The value of -^ must then be found by Art. 176, and 

we must examine whether the specific values of x and y 
render this positive or negative, in order to determine whether 
u is a minimum or a maximum. 

Example. u = a? + y*, 

while (aj-a)'+(y-J)*-c* = 0, or t? = 0. 

Hence x{y-h) ~y{x^a) = 0; 

therefore ay = bx. 
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Substitute the value of y in v = 0, and we have 

therefore x = a± 



Upon examination it will be found, that if we take the 
upper sign in the value of x we obtain a maximum value 
for u, and if we take the lower sign, a minimum. This 
example is a solution of the geometrical question, " To find 
the points in the circumference of a given circle which are at 
a maximum or minimum distance from a given point." 

219. The process for finding the maxima and minima 
values of an implicit function may be extended to the case 
in which one variable is connected with more than one other 
variable, the whole number of equations being one less than 
the whole number of variables. Suppose, for example, we 
have three equations, 

F{x,t/,z,u)=0, 

F^{x, y, z, u) =0, 

-f'.C^.y, 2^, «) = 0; 

u being the variable of which we wish to find the maximum 
or minimum value. 

From the given equations it follows that we may consider 
y, z^ and u functions of the independent variable x. Hence 

dJl dF dy ^^.^^^a 
dx dy dx dz dx du dx 



...(1). 



dF, dF, dy dF, dz dF. du ^ 
1 J i _jZ. J 1 I I ^0 

dx dy dx dz dx du dx 
dF^ dF^dy dF^dz dF^du ^^ 
dx dy dx dz dx du dx 

From these equations we can eliminate -^ and -^, and 
the value of -j- which we then obtain must be put. equal 
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to zero. Or, more simply, we may put -r- = in these equa- 
tions, and then eliminate ^- and j- from the resulting equa- 
tions which are 

dl[ dFdi dFdz^^ 
dx dy ctx dz dx 

dx dy dx dz dx 
dF^ dF^ dy dF^ ^^ ^ p 
dx dy dx dz dx 

The equation obtained by eliminating ~ and t- , com- 
bined with the equations i^= 0, i^^ = 0, -P, = 0, will determine 
Xy y, z and u. 

d*u 
By diflferentiating equations (1) again, we can obtain -i— /, 

and by the sign which the values of a?, y, z, u, already found, 
give to this quantity, we determine whether w is a maximum 
or minimum. 

220. Suppose we have a function of n variables, the 
variables being connected by w — 1 equations, and we require 
the maximum or minimum value of the function. For ex- 
ample, suppose three equations 

F(x,y,z,u)^0, F,{x,y,z,u)=-0, F^{x,y, z,u) ^0, 

and that we wish to find the maximum or minimum of 
f(x, yy Zy w). In this case, to the equations (1) of the pre- 
ceding Article, in which -v- must not be supposed zero, we 
must add 

^ 4.^ ^y + ^^ 4.^^ = 
dx dy dx dz dx dudx 



From these four equations we must eliminate -^t --f* 
und^. The resulting equation combined with the given 
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equations jP= 0, F^ =» 0, jP, = 0, will determine x, y, z, and u. 
We should then form the second differential coefficient of 

/(a?, y, «, u) with respect to ic This will involve -r^ , t-i* 
and^, which must be found by differentiating equa- 
tions (1) : by the sign of this second differential coefficient 
o{ f{x, y, z,u) we shall settle whether the function is a 
maximum or a minimum. 

221. In Art. 214 we obtained as the condition for ^(x) 
having a maximum or minimum value, that <l>{x) must 
change sign, and hence that <l> (x) must be zero or infinite. 
The cases in which ^' (x) is infinite occur but rarely, and in 
the Articles following Art. 214 we have always considered <f>' (x) 
to vanish when <f>(x) is a maximum or minimum. We shall 
here add one proposition which shews that according to the first 
view given of maxima and minima values (Arts. 209... 213), 
a maximum or minimum 77iay exist when the differential 
coefficient of the function considered becomes infinite. 

Suppose that <l>{x) is such a function of x that when x=^a 
we have some of the differential coefficients of <f) (x) infinite, 
so that <l>{a+h) cannot be expanded in powers of h by 
Taylor's Theorem. 

Suppose that by some unexceptionable algebraical process 
we find 

<^(a + A)-<^(a) = ^r + m^+(7A^+..., 
where a, A7> •••> are i^ot necessarily positive integers. If 
any one of these exponents be a fraction in its lowest terms 
with an even denominator, then ^ (a — A) — ^ {a) will be 
impossible, and the consideration of maxima and minima 
values becomes inapplicable. If none of the exponents be 
of this form, then ^ (a — A) — ^ (a) will be a possible quantity. 
Now there may be cases in which, by taking h small enough, 
the sign of AK^ determines the sign of ^ (a + A) — ^ (a) ; for 
example, this happens if the number of terms in ^ (a + A) — ^ (a) 
is fimte, and the exponents a, )8, 7, ..., all positive, and a 
the least, Let us suppose such a case, and let a be a proper 
fraction with an even numerator ; then ^ (a + A) — ^ (a) and 
<f}{a — h)'-<l> (a) are both positive if A be positive, and nega- 
tive if A be negative, when A is taken small enough. 'Hence 
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<l> (a) in the former case is a minimum value of ^ (x) and 
in the latter a maximum value. 

Also, since a is a proper fraction, 

^ \ , — ^ is infinite when A = 0, 
ah 

therefore if> (a?) is infinite when x = a. 

Hence <f} {x) may be a maximum or a minimum when ^' (j ) 
is infinite. 

Example. Suppose - 

^ (x) =c + (a; - a)^+ (oj-a)* ; 

therefore ^(a + A) = c + A +A , 

</> («) = c, 

</)(a±A)-</)(a)=A' + AV 

Hence ^ (a + A) and ^ (a— A) are both necessarily greater 
than ^ (a). Hence </> (a) is a minimum value of </> (a:), and 
it is obvious that <^' {x) is infinite when x=^a. 

222. On certain cases of Oeometrical Maxima and Minima, 

We occasionally meet in Geometry cases of maxima or 
minima values for which the ordinary analytical process 
appears to fail, though from geometrical considerations it is 
obvious that maxima or minima do exist. The following 
problem will introduce the difficulty which it is proposed to 
explain. " Find the maximum and minimum perpendicular 
firom the focus on the tangent to an ellipse, the perpendicular 
being expressed in terms of the radius vector." 

The equation which gives the perpendicular in terms of 
the radius vector is 



P' = ^ 



2a — r 



J 72 

therefore p-?- =7^ ts , which must = 0. 

^ dr {2a — r) 

Now this can only be satisfied by r = ± 00 , which values 
are not admissible, whereas we know from Geometry that p 
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has a maximum value = a (1 + e), and a minimum value 

= a(l-e). 

The reason we do not find these values by the above usual 
analytical process is this. In the ordinary theory of maxima 
and minima the function is considered to be expressed in 
terms of an independent variable which may assume all possi- 
ble values. But in the example above r is not an independent 
variable ; its values are limited to those found by ascribing 
all possible values to 6 in the equation 

^^ «(l-e') ^ 
1 + ecostf* 

Since r is thus a function of 6, we may consider p 
which is a function of r to be also a function of 0, Hence 

-^ = ^ -^ , and this may be made =0 if we can make 

dv 

-7g = 0. This we can do, and thus p has a maximum or 

minimum value at the same time as r has. 

Similar remarks apply to other examples. Thus generally, 
if y = ^ (a;), where x is not susceptible of all possible values, 

it may be impossible to make ;^ = 0, and thus there may be, 

apparently, no maximum or minimum value of y. But in this 

case, if x can be expressed in terms of some variable^ which 

dx 
can assume all possible values, we must put -jfi^^i which 

makes -^ = 0, and thus we determine simultaneous maxima 
au 

or minima values of x and y. 

Example. To find the maximum and minimum length 
of the straight line drawn to a circle from a given external 
point. 

Take the axis of x passing through the centre of the circle 
and the given external point, the former being the origin. Let 
a = the radius of the circle, c = the distance of the given 
point [A say) from the centre ; and let x be the abscissa of a 
point P on the circumference ; then AP^ z^(?^c^ ^ 2«c. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MAXIMA. AND MINIMA. 209 

The di£Ferential coefficient of this expression with respect 
to 35 is — 2c, which cannot vanish. But if we put a? = a cos 0, 
we have 

-4P" =^ c* + a* - 2ac cos ^, 

— -Ts — — 2ac sm ; 

and d = 0, ^ = 7r, give the minimum and maximum values 
respectively of -4P . 

In this Example the difficulty would not appear if we had 
80 chosen our axes that x should not be a maximum simul- 
taneously with AP. Calling b the ordinate of -4, c the abscissa 
of A, and a the radius of the circle, we shall have 

AF^^a^ + h^ + d' - 2b V(a* - aj*) - 2cx, 

which has its minimum and maximum values, when 

ac 

X— + ■ 



Another solution of the problem is given in Art. 218. 

The following is an analogous case. Find those conjugate 
diameters in an ellipse of which the sum is a maximum or 
minimum. Let r and r be any two conjugate diameters, 
and tt = r + ^', then w is to be a maximum or minimum, 
while r* + r'*=a*i-6* = c', say; 

thus u=«r + V(c'-r'), 

du _ r 



dr VC^'-^*)' 

If ^ be put = 0, we get »•* = ^ , and therefore ^'' = o • 

This gives us the equal conjugate diameters, the sum of which 
we know to be a maximum. If we express r, and therefore r\ 
in terms of some variable which can take all possible values, 
as for example ^ the inclination of r to the axis major, we 

shall get an additional result For jI. = ;7" Ti » ^^^ there- 
fore, if 3^= 0, we have also -^ = 0. But ^r-O makes r a 
d^ d<f> d<f> ; 

maximum or minimum, and thus we obtain the two prirunpal 
T.D.o P 
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axes, whose sum is a minimum. By a different method, we 
might have obtained at first the minimum value of r -f r'. 

For since r'+r'* = a' + 6', and rr'sintf = a6, 
we have (r-f rT = a*+6' + 4— 5, 

where is the angle between r and r'. Differentiate with 
respect to 0, and we get .- — = 0, therefore ^ = -^ ; this 

gives the minimum value as before ; ;Tr = would give us a 
second result, which would be the maximum. 

The foregoing Article has been derived from the third 
volume of the Cambridge Mathematical Journal, page 237. 
The following problem will furnish an exercise. Find the 
maximum or minimum length of the straight line drawn from 
the end of the minor axis of an ellipse to meet the c\irve. 
If Xf y, be co-ordinates of the point where a straight line 
drawn from the end of the minor axis meets the curve, the 
length of the straight line can be expressed either as a func- 
tion of a; or of y ; thus two solutions can be obtained and 
compared. 

In the solution of «ome of the examples on maxima and 
minima the following results will be required : they may be 
established by means of the Integral Calculus. 

The volume of a right cylinder is found by multiplying 
the area of its base by its altitude. 

The convex surface of a right cylinder is found by multi- 
plying the perimeter of its base by its altitude. 

The volume of a right cone is one-third of the product of 
its base and altitude. 

The convex surface of a right cone on a circular base is 
one-half the product of its slant side and the perimeter of 
Its base. 

If r be the radius of a sphere its volume is — rr- and its 

o 

surface is 47rr*. 
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EXAMPLES OF MAXIMA AND MINIMA. 

1. Shew that «* — 5a;* + 5a^ — 1 i9 a maximum when a; = 1 ; 

a minimum when aj == 3 ; neither when a; = 0. 

2. Shew that a' — Sa?' + 3a? + 7 is neither a maximum nor 

a minimum when a;= 1. 

3. If u=:a? — 3a? + 6x + 7, shew that it has neither a 

maximum nor a minimum value. 

4. If t^ = aj' — 9a;* + 15a? — 3, find its maximum and mini- 

mum value. 

A maximum when a? = 1 ; a minimum when x-^d. 

5. M=(a?-l)*(a? + 2)l 

A maximum when a? = — f ; a minimum when a; = 1 ; 
neither when x=^ — 2^ 

6. tt=(l + a;*)(7-a;)'. 

A maximum when a; = 1 ; a minimum when a? = 0, 
and when a? = 7. 

7. tt = 3a;'- 125a?' + 2160a?. 

A maximum when a? = — 4, and when a; = 3 ; 
a minimum when a? = — 3, and when a; = 4. 

\ X •\- Qt? 

8. t^ = T—; i . A minimum when a? = i. 

1+a? — af ^ 

^ a;*-7a? + 6 

9. u = —— , 

a? — 10 

A maximum when a? = 4 ; a minimum when a; = 16. 

10. K ^ = a;»(a?-l)"(a?-2)»(a?-3)*, find when u is a 

maximum or minimum. 

A maximum when a? = ; a minimum when a? = 2, 

11. If -j- = (a?— 1) (a? — 2)*(a? — 3)', find when u is a maxi- 

mum or minimum. 

A maximum when 4*? = 1 ; a minimum when a? = 3, 

P2 
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12. ti = a?(a + a?)*(a-a?)*. 

A^ maximum when x^-, and "wheii a; = — a, 

o 

and a minimum wten a: = — g . 

13. ««^\ 



A minimum when a = r . 
4 

14. w=5 + c(aj — a)'. 

A minimum when x = a. 



15. M=- + 



a- 5« 



X a — x 



a' 



A minimum when 0?^=^- ^ ; , and a maximum when 

a; = f . 

a — 6 



16. w = 



A minimum when x= 0, and a maximum when x=± a. 
yi. w = (»»a; + ria)*^ — (m + w)"***a?"*a*. 

A minimum when x^a, . 

X * ■ ' 

18. Shew that is a maximum when x = cos x. 

1+ a; tan 05 

1 

19. Shew that ar^ is a maximum when x^e, 

20. Shew that ^ — rr- is a maximum when a? = - • 

tanSa? S 

21. Shew that sin a? (1 + cos x) is a maximum when a5 «= - ^ 

22. If xy{y — x) =^2a\ shew that jf hofi a niiliimuni value 
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33. If 3ay + osy^ + 4<w^ =5= 0, shew that when x=^ — ,y has 

a maximum value, namely — 3a, the value of -r-^ being 

then — -- . 
oa 

2k If a?* + 2aa;'y — ay'«=0, sbewthat when a? = ± flt,y = — a 

. ' 8a 

and is a minimum. Also, when y = — — , a; is both 

a maximum and minimum, and is = + — ^ • 

V 

25. If 2af + 3ay*-^a?y^ = 0, shew that a? = a. 5* makes y a 

minimum, and = a . 5*. 

26. Find the maximum and minimum value o( y, when 

y* — 4c'ya; + a?* = 0. 
a; = c ^3 makes y = c i^(27) a maximum. 
a? =n '^ c ^3 makes y^-- c V(27) a minimum. 

27. A person being in a boat 3 miles from the nearest^^Jomt 

of the beach, wishes to reach in the shortest time a 
place 5 miles from that point along the shore : sup- 
posing he can walk 5 miles an hour, but row only at 
the rate of 4 miles an hour, required the place where 
he must land. 

One mile from the place to be reached. 

28. The sides of a rectangle are a and b : shew that the 

greatest rectangle that can be drawn so as to have its 
sides passing through the comers of the given rect- 
angle is a square, each side of which is — ■— . 

V2 

29. If a rectangular piece of pasteboard, the sides of which 

are a and b, have a square cut out at each copier, find 
the side of the square that the remainder may form a 
box of maximum content. 
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30. A Norman window consists of a rectangle surmounted by 

a semicircle. Given the perimeter, required the height 
and breadth of the window when the quantity of light 
admitted is a maximum. 

The radius of the semicircle must equal the height 
of the rectangle. 

31 . Shew that the altitude of the greatest equilateral triangle^ 

that can be circumscribed about a given triangle, is 

(a« + i'-2a6 cos (J7r+a)}i. 

32. A straight line is drawn through the given point P, 

meeting the axes Ox and Oy at A and B respectively 
(see the figure on page 198) ; find the position of the 
straight line, 

(1) When AB is a minimum. 

(2) When OA + OB is a minimum. 

(3) When OA x OB is a minimum. 

(4) When OA + OB + AB is a minimum. 

(5) When OA x OB x AB is a minimum. 

(6) When 0^4*+ 05" is a minimum. 

Let denote the angle PAO, then we must have 

(1) tan^=Q*, 

(2) taii^=(^)*, 

(3) tan^ = -, 

(4) tan 0= , ^.;- ,; , 

(5) 2atan'^-6tan'^^ + atan^-2i = 0, 

(6) tan^=Q"" 

33. Having given an angle of a triangle and the opposite 

side, prove that the area will be a maximum when the 
given angle is equidistant from the other angles. 
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34. Having given an angle of a quadrilateral and the two 

opposite sides, prove that the area will be a maxi- 
mum when the given angle is equidistant from the 
other angles. 

It follows from the preceding Example that the two 
sides which contain the given angle must be equal in 
order to ensure a maximum ai*ea ; for if they were not 
equal the area of the quadrilateral would be increased 
by changing these two sides into two equal sides. 

35. Find the least ellipse which can be described about a 

given parallelogram, and shew that its area is to that 
of the parallelogram as tt is to 2. 

36. The least tangent to an ellipse intercepted by the axes 
. is divided at the point of contact into two parts, which 

are equal to the semiaxes respectively. 

37. Find the area and position of the greatest triangle that 

can be placed in a given parabolic segment, having the 
chord of the segment for its base. 

38. Find the least triangle which can be described about a 

given ellipse, having a side parallel to the major axis 
and having the other sides equal 

The height is three times the semi-minor axis. 

39. Prove that of all circular sectors described with the 

same perimeter, the sector of greatest area is that in 
which the circular arc is double the radius. 

40. A chord PSp is drawn through the focus Soi an ellipse, 

and the points P, jp, are joined with the other focus H : 
determine when the area PHp is a maximum. 

Let e be the eccentricity of the ellipse and 6 the 
angle between the chord jRSp and the major axis of 
the ellipse. If 2e' is greater than 1 the maximum is 

1 TT 

determined by cos' ^ = 2 — j , and ^= - gives a mini- 
mum ; if 2e' is not greater than 1 the maximum is 
when 0*^—, and there is no minimum. 
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41. find the length of the shortest normal chord in apara^ 

bola, and prove that it intersects the curve nearer the 
vertex than any other normal chord. 

If 4a be the latus rectum of the parabola the re- 
quired length is 6a V3. 

42. Two ships are sailing uniformly with velocities w, v along 

straight lines inclined at an angle 0: shew that if a, 6 
be their distances at one time from the point of inter- 
section of the courses, the least distance of the ships 

1 X ((^v — bu) sin 

IS equal to — ^ r , 

(M" + t;'-2Mt;cos^)5 

43. Of all the straight lines drawn from the vertex of a given 

ellipse to the circumference of the circumscribing circle, 
determine that for which the portion intercepted be- 
tween the two curves is a maximum. 

If ^ be the inclination of the straight line to the 
majjor axis of the ellipse, and e the eccentricity of the 
ellipse, 

2e« cos»^ = 3 - 6' -V{(1 - e') (9 - e% 

44. If an ellipse be described to touch a given semicircle and 

its diameter symmetrically, its area when a maximum 

27r7^ 
will be -5— TTj, r being the radius of the circle. 

O Y o 

45. An ellipse is inscribed in an isosceles triangle, and has 

one of its axes coincident in direction with the straight 
line bisecting the vertical angle of the triangle : shew 
that this axis is two-thirds of the height of the tri- 
angle when the area of the ellipse is a maximum. 

46. Find what sector must be taken out of a given circle, in 

order that the remainder may form the curved surface 
of a cone of maximum volume. 

The angle of the sector must be o" • 

47. Two focal chords are drawn in an ellipse at right angles, 

find when their sum is a maximum, and when a 
minimum. 
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[In the following problems the cones and cylinders are sup* 
posed to be right cones and cylinders on circular bases.] 

48. Determine the greatest cylinder that can be inscribed in 

a given cone. 

If J be the height of the cone/ and a the radius of 

4 

its base, the volume of the cylinder is — ird^h. 

49. Determine the cylinder of greatest convex surface that 

can be inscribed in the same cone. 

The surface = —^ . 

50. Determine the. cylinder, so that its whole surface shall be 

a maximum. 

The radius of the cylinder = — yr r ; but by the 

nature of the problem this must be less than a ; this 
leads to the condition that I must be greater than 2a in 
order to ensure a maximum. If b be not greater than 
2a the whole surface of the cylinder continually increases 
as its radius increases, and there is no maximum, 

61. Determine the greatest cylinder that can be inscribed in 
a given sphere. 

If r be the radius of the sphere the height of the 

2r 
cylinder is -yr . 

52. Deteimine the cylinder inscribed in a given sphere which 

has the greatest convex surface. 

Height =rV2. 

53. Determine the cylinder so that its whole surface shall be 

a maximum. 



Height = r|2(l--i; 



54. Determine the greatest cone that can be inscribed in a 
given sphere. Height =|r. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



218 EXAMPLES OF MATrnTA AND MIKIMA. 

55. Determine the cone of the greatest convex surface that 

can be inscribed in a given sphere. 

Height =f r. 

56. Determine the cone so that its whole surface shall be 

a maximum. 



Height = ^ (23 -V17). 



57. Given the volume of a cylinder, find its height and 

radius when the sum of the areas of its convex surface 
and one end is a minimum. 

The height is equal to the radius. 

58. Of all cones described about a given sphere, find that of 

minimum volume. 

The sine of the semivertical angle must be J. 

59. A series of cones have their slant sides of the same 

length : find that which has the greatest volume. 

The tangent of the semivertical an^e = V2. 

60. Find the position of the chord which passes through a 

given point within a parabola, and cuts oflf from the 
parabola the least possible area. 

61. Find a point in an ellipse from which, if perpendiculars 

be drawn to two ^en conjugate diameters, the sum 
of their squares will be a maximum. 

62. Prove that ^ {/(a?)} is necessarily either a maximum or 

minimum when f{x) is a maximum. And so also 
when /(pc) is a minimum. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

EXPANSION OF A FUNCTION OF TWO INDEPENDENT 
VAEIABLES. 

223. Let u=4^(x,y) be a function of two independent 
variables, and suppose ^{x-\-hy y + k) is to be expanded in 
ascending powers of h and k. Put 

h — oA', k = ak\ 

then <l>{x + h,y + k)=:<f>{x-h(xh',y + ok') ; 

the last expression may be considered a function of a, and 
denoted by /(a). By Maclaurin*s theorem, 

/(«) =/(o) +/'(o) . a +/"(0) . ^ + ; 

we shall now shew how the differential coefficients of /(a) 
may be conveniently expressed. Suppose 

x + ah' = x, y + oJc=:y; 

then /(a) stands for ^ {x\ y') and since both a?' and y con- 
tain a, we have by Art. 169, 

^ ^^ dx da dy d(x 

_ I. # {x\ y') jj d<f>{x\y ') 
OX a^ 

Also, by Art. 63, 

d<f} {x\ y) _ d<f> lx\ y*) dx 
dx "" dx' * dx ' 
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220 EXPANSION OP A FUNCTION 

therefore #^^^^^^ 

ax ax 

Singly #^ = ^^1:^. 

hence /'(«) = *' ^^^+*'^^^^. 

which, for shortness, may be written ■ , 



Similarly, 



/■w-*'l+''|- 



The law of the formation of the successive diflferential 
coefficients of /(a) is thus obvious. When, a =5=0, /(o^) bo-? 
comes u ; hence we have 

/C0)=», 



Restore A for oA', and k for aft'; then 

<^(^ + A,y + ft)=w + A^ + &^ 



+ 1S 
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S24. lif we wisli the series for ^(4? + A, y-¥h) to close 
after a finite number of terms, we can put tiie expansion 
for /(a) Under the form 

/W=/(o)+/'(o)-«+/''(0)-^ + -+/""(<>)-|^ 

&nd from this the required form for 4>{iB-^h,y + h) can bd 
obtained. For example, if n = 3, 

where t; stands for <^ (a; + ^A, y + ^A). 

225. In the formula established in Art. 223, put a; = 0, 
and y = 0; then 



^s 



+ 



k[''^'*^"-Sl,*''w\ 



+ 

where u^y -^ , -r-, -y;^* stand for the values of 

du du d^u 1 » ^1 . 

w, -T-, -J- f -T-i, when m these expressions we put 

a; = 0, and y = 0. If we change h and i into x and y respec- 
tively in the above formula, we have 

^(x.3r) = «. + a:^«+y^» 

+ 
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X and y beipg each put equal to zero in u^ and its differential 
coefficients after the differentiations have been performed. 

In this manner the formula of Maclaurin is extended to 
the expansion of functions of two variables. 

226. The expression for the nth differential coefficient 
of /(a), in Art. 22a, is 

which, for abbreviation, may be written 

provided we interpret this expression thus: {^'t"+^' j~) 
is to be expanded by the Binomial Theorem as if A' ^ were 
one term and fc' -r- the other term: when the expansion is 

/ dy^ / dy 

effected, every such term as [h' j-j (^' j~) /which occurs 

is to be replaced by Ji'^U^ ^^-j-^. If we adopt this mode 
of abbreviation the result of Art. 223 may be written 

where w = ^(a?, y), and v^^{x + 0h, y + 0k). 

By Art. 110 the last term of the expansion may, if we 
please, be replaced "by 

The methods here given for the expansion of a function 
of two independent variables may be readily extended to 
the expansion of a function of more than two independent 
variables. 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 
1. Shew that if x and c are positive 

2logr^ + ! + : ' 



C + X X c-^x 
decreases as x increases. 
2. Shew that if x and c are positive 



f X \^ 
\c 4- x) 



increases as x increases. 

3. If tt=(a? — 3)e**-f4re*+a;+3 shew that -ps, ^- , and w 

are positive for all positive values of x. See Ex, 10, p. 86. 

4. Shew that for positive values of x the expression 

e^ (a; - 2) 4- e' {x -f 2) 

diminishes as x increases, and that its greatest vahie 
. 1 

5. Demonstrate the following approximate expression when 

x is small, 

(l + x)' = e|l-- + — -j^}. 

6. Evaluate ^ ^ when x = 0. 



X 

7. Shew that when x is infinite 

«,(l + l)"-«.'log(l + l) = 0. 

8. Find the value when x is infinite of 



Eesalt. — - 



&.'(l + l)"-8ea?log(l + i) 



Besult. c 
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9. Evaluate ^.^^,,^4 when x^ 1. 

log (cot I) 

10. Evaluate ^ ^ . when aj«0. 

cot a? + log 05 

11. Evaluate -^^^ when « = ^. 

-10 -CI 1 X tan na? — tan ma? 

12. Evaluate — : — j-s j-r- , 

sin \nx — mx) 

(1) when a? = 0, (2) when » »= m. 

13. In the equation f{x-\-h) — / (a;) =hf\x-\- 0K) , shew 

that \if"{x) is not zero the limiting value of ^ as A is 

indefinitely diminished is -: also shew that if /'"(a;) 

is the first of the diflferential coeflScients /" (a?) , /'" (a;), . . . 
which is not zero, the limiting value of • d as A Ls in- 
definitely diminished is 



fir. 



14. In the equation f{x'\'h)—f{p)=hf{x-\-6h) shew 

that if ^ be the ^ame for all values of A, it must equal 

- and/"(a;) must be constant 

15. Change the independent variable from 2; to a; in t^ip 

equation 



dz^ dz 
where z^^\ 



-.-ci^.)-{.'g^.|)- 



JRemlt:: -j^ + tmx^'- 
dx* dx 
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16. Transform the expression 

into one in which r, 0, <f> shall be the independent 
variables, having given 

a; = rsin^cos^, y = r sin ^ sin <^, £? = rcosft 

17. If X, y and f , 77 be co-ordinates of the same point 

referred to two systems of rectangular co-ordinates, 
shew that 

dor* dy^ \dxdy) e^f diy'' Ufdiy;' 

18. Shew that a?*'* + a? sin a; + 4 cos a: is a minimum when 

x = 0. 

19. CQ is the perpendicular from the centre C of an ellipse 

on the tangent at a point P: find the maximum value 
oiPQ. 

Result, a — b, 

20. A straight line drawn from the extremity of the minor 

axis of an ellipse cuts the major axis at Q and the 
curve at P; from P the ordinate PN is drawn to the 
major axis: find when the area P^-AT is a maximum. 

Result. Pi\r= - (V17 - 1). 



T. D. a Q 
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CHAPTER XV. 

VATTMA AND MINIMA VALUES OF A FUNCTION OF TWO 
INDEPENDENT VARIABLES. 

227. Definition. A function ^ (rr, y) of two indepen- 
dent variables is said to have a maximum value when 
^ (a? + A, y + i) is less than ^ {x, y) for all values of h and k. 
positive or negative, comprised between zero and certain 
Jdnite limits however small. The function is said to have a 
minimwm value when ^ (jj + A, y + A?) is greater than ^ (a?, y) 
for all such values of h and k. 

228. To investigate the conditions that a function of two 
independent variables vnay have a maximum or minimvmi 
value. 

Let u = <l> {x, y), 

v==<f>{x + 0h,y + 0k)] 
then, by Art. 226, 

^{x+Ky + k)^u + h^ + k^ + Ii, 

Now, if A -J- + /c -7- be not zero, by taking h and k suf- 
ficiently small, we can always make B less than ^'J"^^~j~ > 
and hence the sign of ^ (a? + A, y + A) — ^ {x, y) will depend on 
that of A ^ + i -p , and will therefore change by changing 

that of A and k ; it is impossible then that ^ (x, y) can have 
a maximum or minimum value imless 
idu ^ jdu ^ 
dx dy 
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Since the quantities h and k are indepevdenty we must have 

du du 

_ = — = 0. 
dx * dy ' 

Find values of x and y from these equations, say x — a, 

y^h'y let the values of ^ , , , , ^ , when these values 

are assigned to x and y, be denoted by A, B, C, respectively. 
We have then by Art. 226, 

^{a+h,b + k)-<l> (a, J) = 4 {^A' + 25Ai+ Ci^} + S^, 

' L± 

where JZ - ^ !a'^^ l ZhVz ^^ I Zhh' ^^ I 7?^'^! 
wnerei«,-^jA^ + 3^A:^^,^^+dyiA: ^d^- + ^^y|> 

a; being made = a, and y = J, after the differentiations have 
been performed. 

If Af B, and C do not all vanish, the sign of 

4){a+h,b + k)''<l>(a,b) 

will, when h and k are taken small enough, depend on that of 

Ah' + 2Bhk'\'CJ(^, ovoi^{(A^ + B)\AG-B''. 

If AG—B^ be negative, it will be possible, by ascribing 

a suitable value to t, to make the last expression vanish and 

change its sign ; and then ^ (a, h) is neither a maximum nor 
minimum value of ^ (a?, y). Hence generally we must have 
AG—W positive as a condition for the existence of a maxi- 
mum or mfaiimum. In this case A and G will have the same 
sigD, and Ah^+2Bhk+ Gk? will have the same sign as ^ or 
G; and if that sign be positive, <f> (a, J) is a minimum value 
of <^ {x, y), if negative, <f> (a, i) is a m/iximum value. ' 

We say that generally AG-^E* must be positive; because, 
in fact, there may be a maximum or minimum value when 
.4 (7 — i' = 0, as we shall now proceed to shew. 

229. To investigate the additional conditions for the ex^ 
istence of a maotimum or minimum when A G-^B^ = 0. 

If .4(7--B' = 0, then 

Ah' + 2Bhk+0Jt?^^(A^ + BJ; 
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hence ^ {a+h, i + &) — ^ (a, 6) is always of the same sign as 
A, when h and k are taken small enough, except when t is 

equal to — -^; and then the sign is as yet unknown and 

farther investigation is required. Let P, Q, 8, T stand for 
the values of 

^u d\ d^u cPu 

5?' d^' dxdf df 
respectively, when x = a and y = b; and let 

X being made = a and i/ = h after the diflferentiations. 

Suppose y is equal to—^, then Ah^+ 2Bhh + C¥ vanishes, 

and 

^ (a+A, b+k)-'(l>{a, h) =,^ {PA'+3(?A% + 3^A4'+ Tifc^J+iJ,. 

Li 

Hence if A and k be taken small enough the sign of 

will be the same as the sign of 

Ph'-{-ZQh'k^-ZShl^ + Tk\ 

and will therefore change by changing the sign of h and k ; 
it is impossible then that j> (a, 6) can be a maximum or mini- 
mum value unless 

Ph' + ^Qh^k+ZShl^+Tl^ 
vanishes when y is equal to — -^ . 

Suppose this condition to be satisfied^ then the sign of 

^(a + A, J + i)-^(a, J), 

h JB 

when T is equal to —^^ is the same as the sign of iJ, ; and 

A 7? 

when T is no^ equal to— j, and A and k are taken small 
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enough, the sign of ^ (a + A, 6 + i) - <^ (a, I) is the same as 
the sign of A. But in order that ^ (a, b) may be a rnajd* 
mum or minimum value the sign of ^ (a + A, 6 + A) — ^ (a, 6) 
must be invariable when h and k are taken small enough. 

Hence we have the condition that the sign of R^ when r is 

equal to —-r, and h and k are taken small enough, must be 

the same as the sign of A. 

If these two additional conditions are satisfied <f> (a, h) is a 
maximum value if -4 be negative, and a minimum value if A 
be positive. 

230. It A = 0, -8 = 0, and (7=0, we must proceed thus: 

<l>{a + h, b+k) - (a, b) = r^ {Ph'+ ZQhVc + ZShk'+ Tk'] + i?„ 

Li 

where P, Q, 5, T, stand for the values of -j-^ , 



do?' dx'dy' 

when x = a and y = J, and 

a? being made = a, and y = 6, after the differentiations. 

Hence, that ^ (a, 5) may be a maximum or minimum, it 
is necessary that P, Q, 8, T, should all vanish. Also, B^ 
must be of invariable sign ; but the conditions to ensure this 
are too complicated to fiuad investigation here. 

231. The following is another method of investigating 
the conditions that a function of two independent variables 
may admit of a maximum or minimum value. 

Let u = ^{x, y), where x and y are independent : required 
the maxima and minima values of u. 

If y, instead of being independent of x, were equal to 
some function of x, say -^ {x), then u would be a function 
of one variable x. We should then have 

s=(l)+(|>». 
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la order that u may be a maximum or minimom, we must 
have, by Art. 211, 

dx ^• 

therefore (g) + (|)t'(.) = 0. 

Hence, since y is really independent of a?, this equation must 
hold whatever be the function '^'{x) ; 

.w»» (|)=o, (|)-o. 

In order that u may be a maanmum, the values of x and y 

cPu 
derived from the last equations must make -3-^ negative, 

whatever ylr(x) may be; hence, denoting by A, JB, C, the 

values which (^)> \'T~t) » ^^^ [t~*) ' respectively assume 

for the values of x and y under consideration, we require that 

A + 2Bylr'{x) + C{yl/{x)Y 

should be always negative, whatever '^'{x) may be. Hence 
as in Art. 228, A must be negativey and generally/ AG— P 
must be positive. Similarly, that xi may be a minimum we 
must have A positive^ and generally AC — ff positive. 

The preceding method may be rendered more symmetrical 
by supposing both x and y functions of a third variable U 

Putting for shortness Dx for ^ , and Dy for -^ , we have 

S=(l)^^(|)^. 

fdu\ dBx (du\ dBy 
Hence we must have 
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OF A FCTNCnON OF TWO INDEPENDENT VARIABLES. 231 
Also for values of x and y found from these equations, 

must preserve an invariable sign, whatever be the signs and 
values of Dx and Dy, From this we deduce the same results 
as in the preceding Article^ 

232. There is no theoretical difficulty in finding the maxi- 
mum or minimum value of an implicit function of two inde- 
pendent variables, nor in finding the maximum or minimum 
value of a variable which is connected with any number of 
other variables by equations, when the whole number of equa- 
tions is iwo less than the whole number of variables. For 
example, suppose we have two equations 

/j(a?, y, 0, tt) = 0, f^{xyy,z,u)^0 (1), 

involving four variables ^, y, z^ u, and we wish to find the 
maximum or minimum value of u. We may eliminate one 
of the three variables x, y, z between the two equations ; 
suppose we eliminate z ; then we obtain one equation con- 
necting Xy y, and u ; from this we find u in terms of x and y, 
and proceed in the ordinary way to investigate the maximum 
or minimum value of u. Or if we wish to avoid the elimina- 
tion we may adopt the following method : consider x and y 
as the independent variables and differentiate the given 
equations (1); thus 

ctx dz dx du dx 

dy dz dy du dy 

^J^^fjL ^+^8^ = 

dx dz dx du dx 

^ + ^ ^ + ^2 — =0 
dy dz dy du dy 

dz dz 

From these equations we can eliminate . and -j , and 

find -T- and -j- ; then for a maximum or minimum value of u 
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the values of -r- and ;t- must be zero. Thus, more simply, 
we may put ;?- =0 and -v- =0 in equations (2), and then 

eliminate ^r and -^ ; the two resulting equations combined 

with (1) will determine the values of a;, y, z and w, which may 
correspond to a maximum or minimum value of u. And by 
diflferentiating equations (2) with respect to x and y we can 

find -jp , , , , and -^ , and so settle whether u is really 

a maximum or minimum. 

Practically the solution of problems of this class is facili- 
tated by the method of indeterminate multipliers, which is 
explained in the following Chapter. 

233. The student will find it advantageous to illustrate 
this Chapter by means of the Geometry of Three Dimensions. 
It z = <^ (x, y) be the equation to a surface, to find the maxima 
and minima values of z amounts to finding those points on 
the surface which are at a greater or a less distance from the 

plane of (a?, y) than adjacent points. The conditions ;t- = 0, 

dz 
and -^ = 0, make the tangent plane at any one of the points 

in question parallel to the plane of {x, y). The interpretation 
of the case in which £*-'AC=0 will be seen from whJb is 
stated in Art. 235. ^ 

The method given in Art. 231 admits of clear geometrical 
illustration. If, for example, there be a point on the given 
surface which is at a maximum distance from the plane of 
{x, y), then in passing from that point to an adjacent point, 
along any curve whatever lying on the surface, we must ap- 
proach nearer to the plane of (x, y). Now, by combining the 
equation z=<f){x, y) with y = "^ (aj), we obtain a curve lying 
on the given surface, and by giving every variety of form to 
•^ {x) we may obtain as many curves as we please. Hence 
we see that if we put y = ir (x), and leave the form of the 
function yjr {x) arbitrary, we do not really break the restric- 
tion that X and y are to be independent 
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234. A function u of two variables may have a maximum 

du 
or minimum value for values of x and y which render ^ 

and -7- indeterminate or infinite. Such exceptional cases must 

be examined specially, as there is no general theory appli- 
cable to them. For example, suppose 

du __ 2x du __ 2y 

Here, when x and ti vanish -7- and -7- become indeter- 
*^ dx dy 

minate. If we put y^otXy we have 

du __ 2 du _ 2g 

^""3a;^(l+a'}^' ^ "" 3a?* (1 + a')* * 

Hence ^ and -j- are infinite when a; = 0, and y = 0. But 

14 is really a minimum then, for it vanishes only when a; and 
y vanish and is never negative. 

235. On a case ofma/xdma or minima values of a function 
of two independent variables. 

If u denote a function of two independent variables a; and y, 
the values of x and y that make u a maximum or minimum 
are found from the two equations 

du ^ du _^ 

dx ' dy ' 

If these equations are satisfied by a single relation between 
x and y, we cannot determine a finite number of values of x 
and y, that render u a maximum or minimum. This case we 
propose to examine. 

Suppose u = <f){x, y) (1), 

|.£r.3f, g.F.^ » 

where Uy V, i^f are functions of x and y. 
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If JI/=:0 (3), 

both J- and -j- vanish. 
dx ay 

From equations (2) we deduce 

-7^ = J7. -^ + Jf. -5-=Z7. -j-when (3) is satisfied, 
dx* dx dx dx 

-— - = F. -; — h Jf . -7- = F. ^— when (3) is satisfied, 
dy* dy dy dy ' ^ 

d^u ^^ydM^ dV^ydM^^^^ ^3^ .^ ^^.^^^^ 



dxdy ' dx ' dx ' dx 
<^« =I7.^+3f.^=?7-.^when (3) is satisfied. 



dydx * dy ' dy ' dy 

But J— 7- = 7 7 always ; hence, when (3) is satisfied, 

/ d^u Y _ jj ydM dM 
\dx dy) ' ' dx' dy' 

If then ^, 5, C denote the values of -^ , , , , and ^ 

when (3) is satisfied, we have 

AC^E" (4). 

Now suppose that from if = 0, we find y in terms of re, 
say y = '^ (»), and substitute in t*; we thus make u a function 
of x only. On this hypothesis 



du __ /tjfiA /rfw\ dy 
dx \dx) \dy) dx 



= U.M+r.M^, by (2), 

= 0, since if = by hypothesis. 
Hence, this substitution of -^ (x) for y has reduced u to 
a constant, since ^ vanishes without our assigning any parti- 
cular value to X. 
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Let US now return to equations (1) and (2). Change in 
i> (pt^f y) the variables x and yio x-\-h and y 4- A respectively. 
Calling u the new value of w, we get 



1^ d^u\ 



' dx di/ \2 \dx^ h dxdy 



Let us now assign to x and y any values consistent with 
(3), leaving however the ratio of i to A quite arbitrary, and 
examine whether Vk becomes less or greater than u when h 

and h are suflSciently diminished. The coeflScient of — in 

the above value of w', is 

d^u 2k d\ V d^u j.^^p.^V 
Now by (4) this 

and is therefore necessarily positive if A be positive, and 
necessarily negative if ul be negative, whatever be the ratio of 
k to A, ecocej^tfor that particular value of the ratio which makes 
the expression vanish. Hence the conclusion will be this : if 
we assign to x and y values consistent with M= 0, then when 
A and k are sufficiently diminished, v! is certainly less than u 

if ^ be negative, and certainly greater than u if -j-^ be 

positive, excepting only when k has to A one ^particular ratio. 
This latter case would require further examination, had we 
not already shewn that by a certain supposition u is reduced to 
a constant, so that when k has to A the one particular ratio, 
u is ultimately neither greater than t* nor less than u, but 
equal to it. 

The whole theory may be illustrated geometrically; for 
example, if 

z^ = a^'-x' — tf+ (a? cos a +y sin a)' (1), 

find maxima or minima values of ^; 
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236 MAXIMA AND MINIMA. VALUES 

« ,- = — a?+ (a?cosa + y8ma) cosa 

= (ycosa — a?sma) sin a, 

dz . . . 

2 ^ = — (y cos a — a? sin a) cos a ; 

therefore, when ycosa — ^sina=0 (2), 

•j- and -T- both vanish. 
ax dy 

Under these circumstances z becomes = + a. 

Now equation (1) represents a cylinder having its axis 
parallel to the plane of (a?, y). Equation (2) represents a 
plane which passes through the axis of the cyUnder, and 
which cuts the surface in two parallel straight lines. Along 
the upper straight line we have i5 = a. All points in this 
straight line are at the same distance from the plane of [x, y), 
and at a greater distance than any points not in this straight 
line. This straight line is in fact a ridge in the surface. 

Another example may be seen in the equation 

«^=2aV(^' + y*)-(a:' + y»). 

This surface is that formed by the revolution of a circle about 
a tangent line which is the axis of z. The highest point of 
the circle will by revolution generate a circle, all the points 
of which are at the same distance from the plane of {x, y\ 
and at a greater distance than any adjacent points of the 
surface. 





EXA¥PLKS. 


1. Let 


, a' a' 






rf« „ . a' 


therefore 


2aj + y-^=0, 


2y + aj-^ = 0; 


therefore 


(2aj+y)a!' = a» = 


= {2y + x)f; 
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therefore 2 (»' - y') ^xy [y-x)\ 

therefore 2 (x-y) (a? +xy + i^) =ay{t/ — x): 
either then ic = y, 

or 2oc?-\'3xy + 2y^=0. 

The latter leads to an impossible result ; the former gives 



Also 



x = 


= y = 


a 

73- 


da?' 


= 2 + 


2a» 
a?' 


d'u 
dxdy 


= 1, 




d?u 
df- 


= 24 


2a' 



theretore ^-^-7-2"- ( t 7 I is positive when a? and y have 

the assigned values, and j-j is positive ; hence u is then a 
minimum. 

2. Let w = cosa?cosa + sina;sinacos(y — )8), 

^ = — sin a? cos a + cos x sin a cos (y — /8), 
^-= — smasmajsm (y — ^8). 

Hence 3- vanishes when y=y8, and then 3^ becomes 
€ty ax 

sin (a — x), and vanishes when a? = a. 

Also -7-^ = --cosajcosa — sinajsinacos (y — /S), 
; = — cos a?sm a sm (y — yS), 



da;c?y 
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The first expression becomes — 1, the second becomes 0, 
and the third becomes — sin' a, when the assi^ed values of 

X and y are substituted. Hence ^q ^ ^ — ( 7 t 1 is positive, 

and t« is a maximum. 

3. Suppose u = e'^^(aa? + h^, 
du 

du , ^ 

Here ;!- = 0, and-r- = 0, give as one pair of values a; =« 0, 



y = 0. And these values make 

d^u ^ d^u ^ dPu ^, 

^=2^*' ^^=<>' ^=2^' 

therefore w has then a minimum value. 
Another pair of values is given by 
a; = 0, 
and 6 — ad^ — Jy" = 0, 

that is, aj = 0, and y = ± 1. 

With these values we have 

d'l* , ,. , c?w d^u y _- 

Hence, if a is less than b, we have a maximum value of ti, 
and if a is greater than b, we have neither a maximum nor 
a minimum. 

There is only one other solution, namely, that found by 
combining 

y=0, and a — aa?' — Jy* = 0; 

therefore y = 0, and a? = ± 1. 
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EXAMPLES OF MATTTVTA AND MINIMA. 239 

Here we should find that if a is less than h, there is 
neither a maximum nor a minimum, and if a is greater than 
J, there is a maximum value of u. 

If in this example a = 6, we arrive at the anomalous case 
considered in Art. 235. 

4. Let w = sina? + siny + cos (a? + y), 

du • / . N 

-7- = cos X — sin {x + y), 

du . / N 

^ = cosy-sm(aj + y). 

If -J and J- vanish, we must have 
dx dy 

cos a; = cos y = sin (a? + y). 

These equations admit of numerous solutions. For ex- 
ample, 

if cos X = cos y, 

we have x = y, a^ one solution. 

Hence we have cos a? = sin 2a? 

= 2 sin a? cos a? ; 
therefore, either cos x = 0, or sin x = ^. 

If we take the first, and put a? = y = - , we have neither 
a maximum nor a minimum ; if we put 

we obtain a minimum. 

If we take sin a? = J, and put 

TT 

we obtain a maximum value for u. 
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6. To find a point such that the sum of the straight lines 
joining it with the angular points of a given tiiangle shall be 
a minimum. 

Let ABC be the given triangle; let BG^a, GA = h, 
AB^c, Take any point P ^ 

and draw PM perpendicular ^ 

to AB; let AM=^ x, PM^ y. 
Also let AP^u, BP^v, 
CP=w', the angle APM^0, 
BPM=-4>, GPM^ylr. 

Then w* = a^ + y', 

w* = (i cos -4 — xy+ (J sin -4 — y)^ 
For a minimum value oi u + v + wvfe must have 
du dv dw __ 
dx dx dx 

dy dy dy'^ 




and 



(1). 

(2). 



Now 



du X . ^ 
-7- = - = sm ^, 
dx u 

dv c — x . , 

^^^ = -sm0, 

dx V ^ 



= — sin '^j 



dw _ hcosA — x 
dx^" w 

du y a 

J- = - = cos 0, 
ay u 

dv y . 

:7- = - = cos6, 
dy V ^ 

dw i sin -4 — V 1 

— i = cos '^. 

dy w 

Hence^ from (1) and (2), 

sin ^ = sin (^ + sin y^, 
cos ^ = — cos <f> — cos-^. 
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Square and add ; thus 

l=2+2cos('«|r-^), 

therefore cos (i|r — ^) = — J = cos 120**. 

Thus the angle CPB must be 120^ Similarly it may ho 
shewn that APB and APC must each be 120^ Hence we 
have the following result : describe on the sides of the 
given triangle segments of circles each containing an angle 
of 120**, and their common point of intersection is the point 
required. 

It is obvious that there must be a point for which the 
proposed sum is a minimum, and therefore we need not exa- 
mine the criteria depending on the second diflferential coeffi- 
cients. 

If the given triangle has an angle equal to 120**, then that 
angular point is the point required ; if it has an angle greater 
than 120**, the method fails to give the solution. It may 
however be shewn that when the triangle has an angle 
greater than 120**, the vertex of the obtuse angle is the point 
requu-ed. 

For suppose the point P inside the triangle and very near 
to the angle B of the triangle ; let PB = r, PBA = a, 
PBG-=^^\ then 

u = \/(c* — 2cr cos a + r*), v = r, 

w = ^(a* — 2ar cos 7+ r^. 

Thus neglecting squares and higher powers of r we have 
approximately 

w + t; + i^ = a + c + r — r (cos a + cos 7) 

= a + c + r — 2rcos — --^cos — ^. 



Now 2 cos —^ is less than unity if £ is greater than 

ot + 'v a — 7. 
120^ and thus a + c + r - 2r cos cos — -- is greater 

than a + c. And it is obvious that if P be outside the tri- 
angle the sum of its distances from A, jB, and C is greater 

T. D. C. K 
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than a + c. Therefore in passing from B to any adjacent 
point either inside or outside the triangle the sum of the dis- 
tances is increased; and therefore at the point B the sum is 
a minimum. 

The values of -7- and -r- take the form - at the point 

B ; and this is the reason that the solution failed to indicate 
the point B. We have already remarked in Art. 234 that a 
maximum or minimum value may exist corresponding to 
such indeterminate values of the differential coefficients. 

6. Find the maximum and minimum value of 
{hx + kt/'-a) [hx -^-ky — h) 

Let u denote the expression^ and let v denote 

l + aj' + y'; 

then u = v"^ (hx-^ky- a) (hx + ky — b) ; 

du _ h {2hx + 2% — a — b) 2x {hx + ky — a) {hx + ky — b) 
dx" V v^ ' 

du _ k {2hx + 2ky -a-b) _ 2 y (hx + ky-^a) {hx + ky—b) 
dy V V* 

Put ^ = 0, and ;7- = ; thus we deduce 

X y 

^ = '^ = ^ suppose. 

Substitute rh for x and rA? for y in ;7- = or -,- = ; we 

shall obtain after reduction the following quadratic equation 
in r: 

r*(A^ + i»)(a + J)+2r(A'4.ifc»-ai)-(a+J)=0; 

thus the values of r are possible, and one is positive and the 
other is negative. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXAMPLES OF MAXIMA AND MINIMA. 243 

If we diiBFerentiate the values of -j- and -r- , and after dif- 
ferentiation use the relations which arise from t- = and 

ax 

j-= 0, we shall find 
dy 

d^u _ h(2ki/-a-b) _ "n^r — a — h 

dx^ XV rv ' 

d^u _ h {2kx — a'-b) _ ^h^r—a — b 
dy^ yv rv * 

d^u 2hk 



dxdy V * 
Hence the sign o{ AC — JS^ is the same as the sign of 
(2A;V -a-b) {2h\ -a-b) ^^^^ 

and is therefore the same as the sign of 

(a + 6)«-2r(A^ + F)(aH-6). 

Now it may be shewn that if a + 6 be not zero and a be 
not equal to 6, the sign of the last expression is positive 
for both the values which r can have. For suppose a + 6 

positive ; then we have to shew that /la , jni. — ^ is positive, 

that is, we have to shew that r-rra — it: is greater than the 

positive root of the quadratic in r. Substitute the positive 

quantity jrrrr — j^ for r in the expression which forms the 

left-hand member of the quadratic ; we shall obtain a positive 

result if a and 6 are unequal ; this shews that .^^ .^^ is greater 

than the positive root of the quadratic {Algebra, Art. 339). 
Similarly we may establish the result if a + 6 is negative. 

Hence the necessary conditions for a maximum or mini- 
mum are fulfilled. 

r2 
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Since AC— B* is positive A and G have the same sign, 
and that sign is the same as the sign of -4 + (7, and therefore 
the same as the sign of 

r 

If a + J is positive this expression is positive or negative 
according as r is positive or negative; if a + 6 is negative 
it is positive or negative according as r is negative or posi- 
tive. Thus we can discriminate between the maximum and 
minimum value of u. 

Two particular cases which have been excepted above 
remain to be noticed, 

I. Suppose a = 6. Here we shall have 

-T- = 2i;~*'* [hx -\-hy — a) [hv — x {hx + % — a)), 

-7- = 2v^ {hx + ki/-'a){kv'-y{hx + ky'- a)]. 

If we suppose hx + ky — a^O we arrive at the case dis- 
cussed in Art. 235, in which there is not strictly a maxi- 
mum or minimum. If we take the other factors in ,- and 

ax 

-T- and put 

hv—x{hx + ky — a)=-0 and Art; — y (Aa? + )fey — a) = 0, 

we shall obtain 

h k 

these values will be found to make u a maximimi. 

The quadratic equation for r, when a = 6, has for its roots 
a 1 

h -i-k a 

the former value leads to values of x and i/ which satisfy 
hx + ky — a^O; the latter leads to the values 
^_h ^_k 
a' ^ a' 

II. Suppose a + 5 = 0. The original investigation be- 
comes inapplicable ; it may be shewn that the only values of 
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X and y which make -r- and -^ vanish ai-e a; = 0, y=0; and 
these give a minimum value to u, 

7. Find the maximum value of x^y^ (6 — ^ —y). 

Remit Maximum when a? = 3, y = 2. 

8. If w = (2aaj — a;*) (2 Jy - 3^^^), find its maximum or mini- 

mum value. 

Result x = a, y^h^ make u a maximum. 

9. If w = a;* + y - 2it;* + ^xy — 2/, shew that when ar = 0, and 

y = 0, w is neither a maximum nor minimum ; when 
x = ± V2, and y = + \/2, t« is a minimum. 

10. If w=y-8/ + 18y-8y + a?'-3aj'-3ic, then 3 + 4^2 

is a maximum value of u and — 6 — 4 \/2 is a minimum 
value of u. 

11. If u = x^ -^-xy +y^ — ax — hy, then J(a& — a' — J") is a 

minimum value of u. 

12. Divide a number w into three parts, a?, y, and z, such 

that -J^+-^ + ~- shall be a maximum or minimum, 

ii »5 4 

and determine which it is. 

•n 1^ cc y z 

Jxesuit. ^=757:=^ a maximum. 

13. If w =• a;' 4- y' + 3aa^, then a^ is a maximum value of u, 

14. Find the maximum or minimum of x [x^ +y^) — 3aa?y. 

•, - -n' J x-L • • • « 1 + a;'* + v' 

lo. Find the maximum or mmimum of 1-. 

1 — ax — by 

Mesult. ?=.| = liV(l±^; 
a 6 a' + 6* 

with the upper sign there is a maximum, with the 
lower a minimum. 

16. If u = a/{{c'-x) {c- y) {x-hy — c)], shew that it is a 

2c 
maximum when x = y= — . 
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17. Shew that ,^^ . \ . ,, is a maximum when « = -, 

VCl+ar + y") a 

c 
^ a 

18. Shew that xe'^'^'^ has neither a maximum nor a mini- 

mum. 

19. Find the minimum value of x + y + z, subject to the 

condition 

w y z 

Result When '-r"=,L^-T=^<^ + 'J^+*/C' 

hja hjb islQ 

20. Find the minimum value of a?^V subject to the same 

condition as in the preceding Example. 

Eesult. When^=f^ = -=^ + (7 + r. 

21. Having given the three sides of a triangle, find a point 

within it, such that, if perpendiculars be drawn from 
it to the sides, their continued product shall be a 
maximum. Shew that straight lines joining this point 
with the comers of the given triangle will divide it 
into three equal triangles. 

22. Find the maximum value of xyz subject to the con- 

dition 

^» + j. + ^,-l- 

^'^^- ^- 

23. Determine a point within a triangle, such that the sum 

of the squares on the distances from the three sides is 
a minimum. 

Result. If jp, J, r, be the perpendiculars on the sides 
a, J, c, respectively, then 

^__2«.^_ 2 area of triangle 
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24. Determine a point within a triangle such that the sum 

of the squares on the distances from the three angles 
is a minimum. 

Besvit The centre of gravity of the triangle. 

25. Through a point within a triangle three straight 

lines are drawn parallel to the sides dividing the 
triangle into three parallelograms and three triangles : 
shew that the sum of these triangles is least when the 
straight lines are drawn through the centre of gravity 
of the triangle. 

26* A triangular space is to be diminished by fencing off 
the corners, each fence being circular and having the 
nearest comer as centre: shew how to leave the 
greatest possible central space with a given length of 
fence. 

Result The radii of the circular fences are equal. 

27. Given the sum of the three edges of a rectangular 

parallelepiped, find its form that its surface may be 
a maximum. 

28. In a given sphere inscribe a rectangular parallelepiped 

whose volume is a maximum. Also one whose siirface 
is a maximum. 

Result A cube. 

29. Of all triangles of the same perimeter find that which 

will generate the greatest double cone by revolving 
about a side. 

Result The fixed side must be two-thirds of each of 
the other sides of the triangle. 

30. A rectangular parallelepiped is so constructed that a 

plane which passes through three of its comers, but 
through no edge, contains a point whqse distances 
from the three faces adjacent to one of the other 
corners are given. Shew that the shortest diagonal 
which such a parallelepiped can have, is (a^ + 6^ + c^)^ 
where a, J, c are the given distances. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

MAXIMA AND MINIMA VALUES OF A FUNCTION OF SEVERAL 
VARIABLES. 

236. Let u = (f>{x, y, z) be a function of three independent 
-vBxiables, of which we require the maxima and minima values. 
By an investigation similar to that in Art 224, 

<l> {x + h, y + h, z + T) " ^ (x, y, z) 

T du J du , ^du 
ax ay az 



2 dx^ 2 dy^ 2 o?^ dydz dxdz dxdy 

+ M; 

where JJ is a function involving powers and products of A, k, I 
of the third degi-ee, which may be expressed for abbrevia- 
tion by 

li:,d ', d .dV 

V denoting ^{x + 6h, y + 6k, z + 61). 

If we make A, k, I small enough, the sign of 

^{x + Ji, y-^k, z + t)-^(x,y,z) 

will in general depend upon that of the tenns involving only 
the first powers of fi, k, I; hence, to ensure a maximum or 
minimum, we must have 



T du T du ,du ^ 
d.c ay dz 
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and therefore, since A, h, I are independent, 

dx ' dy ' dz 
Let values of a?, y, ^ be found from these equations, and 
when these values are substituted in -^-g , -t-j , . . ., let 
d^u __ J d^ __ ^ d\ _ ^ 

d^u __ ., d^u _ J., d^u __ ^f 
dydz ^ dxdz ' dxdy" 
The sign of 

^(a; + ^, 3^ + i, z+l)-^{x,y,z) 

can, with the values of x, y, z just found, be made to depend 
on that of 

Ah'''{-B1^+Cl^ + 2A'U + 2B!hl+2CJih (1). 

Hence, that u may have a maximum or minimum value, 
the expression (1) must retain the same sign, whatever be the 
signs and values of A, h, I comprised between zero and fixed 
finite limits. If we put 

h = 8ly k = tl, 
it follows that 

A^ + Be+ G+2A't + 2Bs + 2C'st (2), 

must be of invariable sign, whatever be the signs and values 
of s and t Multiply (2) by A, and rearrange the terms ; then 

{As + B'+Cty-]-{AB^G'')f + 2{AA''-F0')t-]-AG^B'^ 

(3), 

must retain an invariable sign. 

Hence, {AB^ C') t' + 2 (A A' -B'G')t + AG' B'' must 
be incapable of becoming negative ; therefore 

AB — G'^ must be positive, and (4), 

{AA'-B'Cy less than {AB^ G") [AG^B") (5) ; 

(4) and (5) are the conditions that must be satisfied in order 
that u may be a maximum or minimum. Conversely, if they 
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are satisfied, u is a maximum or minimum ; for then (3) is 

necessarily positive, therefore (2) has always the same sign as 

A, and u is a maximum if J. be negative, and a minimum if 

A be positive. 

Hence the necessary and sufficient conditions for the 

existence of a maximum or minimum value of a function u of 

three independent variables, are, that the values of x, y, z 

drawn from 

du ^ du ^ du 
i: — — = -- - = 
dx ' dy ' dz ' 

should mate ^ ^. - (3^) positive, 

, /d^u d^u d^u d?u \* . ^, 

and -j-t J— r — -» — 7- 1 — t less than 

\dx ay dz dx dy dx dzj 

(d^ dh^ _ / d'u Yl (d^ ^ _ / d'u Yl 
\dx*dy' [dxdyjjldx'dz' [dxdzj]' 

It follows of course from these conditions, that 
d'u d^u f d^u"^ 

and thus -T-3 , jr-, , -r-a must all have the same sign, and u 

is a maximum if that sign be negative, and a minimum if it 
be positive. 

From the conditions (4) and (5), we should conjecture by 
the principle of symmetry, that BG—A'^ will also be positive 
if (4) and (5) hold. This is easily verified, for from (5) we 
find that 

A {ABG-^- 2A'FC' - AA^ - BB'^ - CG"} 

is positive, and therefore, since A and B have the same sign, 
by (4) 

B [ABO + 'iA'FC - AA'* - BB"* - CC] 

is positive, and therefore 

{BB' - A'Cy is less than {BC- A'^ (BA - C"). 

from which it follows that BV—A"* is positive. 
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237. Example. Let u = , — ; — r-7 — — -f7 — . . , , , . ; 

du, _ yz {ay —a?*) ujay — a?) 

dx " (a+a;)'(acT yY {y + z) {z + l)^ x (a'\-x) {x-\-y)' 

Similarly, -j- = . . . , . , 

•^ rfy y(x+y){y+z) 

du _ u (by — z^) 

dz'' z{y'\-z){z'\-b)* 

Hence, ifay — a;"=0, aj« — j^ = 0, and by — z^==0,u may be 
a maximum or minimum : these equations give 

a x'^ y'^ z^ 

therefore each of these fractions = . / ( - . ^ . - . - ) ox //-. 

y \a X y zj \ a 

Call this r ; then 

x=ar, y = xr = ar^, z^yr ^ar^. 

Proceeding to the second differential coefficients of w, we 
have 

d^u _ ^xu o 

dx^ oj (a + a?) (a? + y) ' 

the terms included in the &c. being such as vanish when the 
specific values are assigned to a*, y, z. 

2u 2 



Hence -4 = — 



aV(l + rf aV(l4-r)« 



Similarly 5, (7, ... can be found, and we shall finally arrive 
at the result that w is a maximum. 

238. Suppose it required to determine the maxima and 
minima values of a function <f>{x, y, z, .,,) ot in variables, 
these variables being connected by n equations, of which the 
general form is 

F,(x,y,z,...) = (1). 

The m variables involved in ^ are of course not all inde- 
pendent, since by means of the giv en equations n of them 
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may be expressed in terms of the remaining m — n. The 
simplest theoretical method of investigating the maxima and 
minima values of <f> would be to express by means of the 
given equations the values of n of the variables in terms 
of the rest, and to substitute these values in ^; thus (f) 
would become a function ot m — n independent variables, 
and we might proceed to ascertain its maxima and minima 
values in the manner already giyen for functions of one, two, 
or three independent variables. But this method would be 
often impracticable on account of the diflSculty of solving the 
given equations, and the following method is therefore 
adopted. 

Suppose X, y, z,,, all functions of some new variable t^ of 
which consequently ^ becomes a function. Put for shortness 



.(2). 



.(3). 



then § = #2)a;+^i?y+#2)^+... 

at ax ay ^ dz 

From the n given equations (1) we deduce 

By solving the linear equations (3) we can express n of 
the quantities Dx, Dy, Dz... in terms of the remaining 
m — n. Substitute these values in (2), then only m — noi the 
quantities JDx, Dy, Dz ... remain, and we have a result 
which may be written 

^^^=X.Dx + Y.Dy + Z.Dz... + Q.Dq (4), 

where X, Y, Z, ... do not involve any of the quantities 
Dx, Dy, Dz, ... Since, consistently with the given equa- 
tions, we may consider the m — n quantities Dx, Dy, Dz, ... 
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to be quite arbitrary, it follows, in the same manner as in 
Art. 232, that if ^ is to be a maximum or minimum, we 
must have 

X=0, r=0, Z=0, g = (5). 

From these m — n equations, combined with the n given 
equations, we can find the values of the variables for which 
^ may be a maximum or minimum. To determine whether 

^ w a maximum or mmimum we must express ->^. From 

(4), with the use of (5), we have 



We should then examine whether the above expression 
retains an invariable sign, when the specific values of the 
variables x, y, z, ... are used, whatever be the arbitrary 
values assigned to Dx^ Dy, Dz, .... K it does, then ^ is 
a maximum if that sign be negative, and a minimum if it 
be positive. 

239. The practical solution of any example according to 
the above theory is facilitated by making use of indeterminate 
multipliers. Multiply the first of equations (3) by X^, tho 
second by X,, ... the n^ by X^,, the values of X,, X^, ... X^ 
being at present undetermined. Add the results to (2), then 
we may write 

+ (C). 
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If we equate the coefficients of n of the quantities Dx, 
Dy, ... to zero, we shall arrive at n equations for determining 
\, \, ... X.. Substitute these values of \, \, ... \|, in the 

remaining terms of (6), and -^ takes the form given in (4) ; 

we must therefore equate to zero the coefficients of the re- 
maining m — n of the quantities Dxy 2>y, ... Hence we have 
the rule : " Equate to zero the coefficients of every one of the 
quantities Dx, Dy, ... in (6) ; the m equations thus found, 
together with the n given equations, will enable us to elimi- 
nate the n quantities \, X^ ... \„ and to find the values of 
the quantities x, y, z.,r 

24jO. The concluding part of the theory in Art. 238, in 

which we are directed to examine the sign of --^, frequently 

becomes in practice excessively complicated. In fact the 
examples of this method are generally such as allow us to 
predict that a maximum or minimum must exist, and to dis- 
pense with the second part of the investigation. 



ICXAMPLES. 

1. Find the maximum or minimum value of 
a'' + 2/» + ;5», 
subject to the conditions 

a'a? + yy + c;5 -.1 = 0,1 ^ ^' 

Putting ^ for cc* + y* + ^', we have 

^ = "SlxDx + ^yDy + ^zBz. 

Also from equations (1), 

aBx-^-hBy^cDz = 0, ) .. 

clDx'\-I/Dy + cDz^0A ^ ^" 

Hence, mtdtiplying equations (2) by \ and \ respectively, 
we may put 
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Therefore 2a? + \a + \a' = 0, j 

2y+\6+\/ = 0, [.... (3). 



Multiply equations (3) by a, 6, c, respectively and add ; then 
we have, by (1), 

2+\ {aJ' + V + c') +\ iaa + hV+cc') = (4). 

Similarly, 

2 + \{a^+h'^-^c^)+\{aa'+bb' + cc)=0 (5). 

Equations (4) and (5) determine \ and \, and then by (3) 
we find X, y, z. Also multiplying (3) by x, y, z, respectively 
and adding, we have 

2^ + \ + \ = 0, 

which finds <^. This is the solution of the following question 
in Geometry of Three Dimensions : " In the line of inter- 
section of two given planes to find -the nearest point to the 
origin of co-ordinates." From the nature of the question it 
is evident there must be a minimum value of ^. 

2. Determine the greatest quadrilateral which can be 
formed with the four given sides a, ^, y, & taken in this 
order. 

Let X denote the angle between a and 0, y the angle between 
7 and S. The area of the figure is ^ (a/8 sin 0^+78 sin ^), 
therefore we may put 

^{x, y) =a)8sin^ + 7Ssiny (1). 

If we draw a diagonal of the figure from the intersection 
of )8 and 7 to the intersection of a and S, we have from the 
two different values which can be found for the length of this 
diagonal, a' + y8* — 2ol^ cos a? = 7* + 8' — 27S cos y. 

Thus a" + /3*-23t^cosa;-7'-8' + 27Scosy = (2). 
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From (1) and (2), 

^-aficosxDx + yScosi/Dy...y (3), 

= 0L^ sin wDx-^ySsvayDy (4), 

therefore -^ = a^\cosx+-^—^ — ^>Dx (5). 

at [ smy J • ' 

Hence, since the coefficient of Dx must vanish, 

sin(a: + y) = 0. 

Therefore x+y must be zero, or some multiple of tt; the 
only solution applicable to the present question is 

^ + y=w (6). 

Hence cos y = — cos x ; substituting this value of cos y in 
equation (2), we have 

'^^''^" 2 (a/3 + 78) • 

Since by (5) #^f^sin(^±y) 

•^ ^ ^ dt smy 

we have, neglecting such terms as vanish, by (6), 
which, by means of (4) and (6), becomes 



smyV 78/^ 



Hence, since ~^ is negative, we have found a maximum 

value of (f>y namely, when the sum of two opposite angles of 
the figure is equal to two right angles. 

Thus the quadrilateral must be capable of being inscribed 
in a circle. 

It may now be shewn that when all the sides of a recti- 
lineal figure are given the area is greatest when the figure 
can be inscribed in a circle. For let PQ^ QB, BS, STre^ve- 
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sent any four consecutive sides. Then, by what we have 
just seen, P, Q, B, 8 must lie on the circumference of a 
circle : for otherwise the area could be increased, by leaving 
the rest of the figure unchanged, and shifting PQ, QB, E8 
until the points P, Q, R, 8 did lie on the circumference of a 
circle. Similarly Q, JJ, S, T must lie on the circumference of 
a circle. And tiiis circle is the same as the former circle^ for 
it is the circle described round the triangle QRS. In this man- 
ner we shew that when the area is greatest the figure must 
have all its angular points on the circumference of a circle. 

Suppose an indefinitely large number of consecutive sides 
of the figure to become indefinitely small : then the cor- 
responding portion of the boundary of the greatest area be- 
comes an arc of the circle of which the remaining sides are 
chords. Hence we obtain the following general result : if an 
area is to be bounded by given straight rods and strings, the 
area is greatest when the strings are all arcs of the same 
circle, and the straight rods all chords of that circle. 

The following problem is analogous to that which we have 
been considering. Kequired to determine the greatest area 
which can be inclosed by a quadrilateral three of whose sides 
are given. 

Let a, b, c denote the lengths of the three given sides, 
taken in order of contiguity. Let denote the angle between 
the sides 6 and c, and <f> the angle between the side a and 
that diagonal which passes through the angle between a and 
6. Then the area of the figure is 

- Jc sin ^ + - a V(5* -rc^ — 2bc cos 6) sin <f). 

This is a function of the two independent variables Q and ^ ; 
but we can obtain the result which we require without going 
through the usual process for finding the maximum value of 
a function of two independent variables. For we see that 
to ensure the greatest area ^ must be a right angle. In a 
similar manner we might shew that the angle between the 
side c and that diagonal which passes through the angle 
between 6 and c must also be a right angle. Hence the qua- 
drilateral figure must be capable of being inscribed in a circle 
of which the side not given must be the diameter. 

T. D. C. S 
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It may now be shewn that when all the sides of a recti- 
lineal figure are given except one, the area is greatest when 
the figure can be inscribed in a circle of which the side not 
given is the diameter. 

For let QR represent the side not given^ and PQ an adja- 
cent side. Then the whole figure must be capable of being 
inscribed in a circle : for otherwise the area could be increased 
without changing the length of any side. And the angle 
QPB must be a right angle : for otherwise we might leave 
PQ and FB unchanged, and by changing QR replace the 
triangle PQR by a larger triangle. And since QPR is a right 
angle, QR is a diameter of the circle surrounding the figure. 

3. Find the maximum and minimum value of u* when 

a* = aV + 5y + cV (1), 

while aj* + y*+«*=l (2), 

and lx + my + nz — (3). 

From (1), (2), and (3), we deduce 

O^^a^xDx + V'i/Dy + c^zDz (4), 

0= xDx + yDy + zDz (5), 

0= IDx -j-mDy + nDz (6). 

Multiply (5) by \ and (6) by \, and add to (4) ; then 
equate to zero the coefficients of Dx, Dy, Bz ; thus 

a*ic + \a? + X^Z =0 (7), 

&V+>^,y + \m=0 (8), 

(?z +Xji5+X^n =0 (9). 

Multiplv (7) by a?, (8) by y, and (9) by z, and add ; then 
by (2) and (3)^ 

aV + 6y + cV + \ = 0. 
Hence X^ = -.tt*. 
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Therefore, from (7), (8)^ asnd (d). 



x = 



'*r 



u 



-a?" 






and thus, from equation (3), 



i?3^ + ;?3p + ^«_^»= 



This equation is a quadratic in u^, from which two values 
of u^ can be determined, one of which will be a maximum 
and the other a minimum. It is obvious that a maximum 
and a minimimi value of u^ must exist, for x, y, z, cannot all 
vanish simultaneously, and no one of them can be greater than 
unity ; hence u^ must lie between the limits and a' + 6* + c*. 

4. Find the values of x, y, z, when x*yz^ is a maximum 
or minimum, subject to the condition 

aV + 263/' + «* = c\ 

We have, putting t^ for afyz^, 

^x^yz^'Dx + ajVDy + ^x^yzDz = 0, 

Also a'a?Da; + 3&yi>y + 2z^Dz = 0. 

4 
Therefore - + Xc?x = 0, 

X 

- + 3\5/=0, 

S2 
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Multiply the first of these equations by x, the second by 
-^ , and the third by z, and add ; then 

^+X{oV+ 26^ + 2*1=0; 

therefore X = — ^4 . 

Hence aV=^ , ^jr = y^, " ~u ' 

5. To find the maximum and minimum value of r* when 

r»=(a;-a)» + (y-/3)«+(a-7)*, 
the variables and constants being connected by the equations 

Ix-\-my + nz—p ..(2), 

h + m^+ny^^p (3), 



cH 6*m c'w 



.(4). 



[The student who is acquainted with Geometry of Three 
Dimensions will see that (1) is the equation to an ellipsoid, 
and (2) is the equation to a plane ; a, ^, 7 are the co-ordinates 
of the centre of the curve of intersection of the plane and the 
ellipsoid, and r is the radius vector drawn from the centre 
of this curve to any point of the curva] 

Since r^ is to be a maximum or minimum, we have 

{x''a)Dx'\-{y-P)Dy'\-{z''i)Dz^O (5); 

also from (1) and (2) 

xDx yDy zDz_ .. 

^^^l^^"?"""^ ^^^' 

lDx'j-mDy-\'nDz = (7). 
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Multiply (6) by X, and (7) by fiy and add to (5) ; then 
equate to zero the coefficients of Dx, Dy^ and Dz \ thus, 



\z 
« — 7 + — 2" +)ttw = 



..(8). 
..(9), 
.(10). 



Multiply (8), (9), and (10) by x — a, y—^, and z-7 
respectively, and add ; thus by (2) and (3) 



that 



IS, 






Now by (4) 



^ _ 7 _ g? + iS>»+7» _ 



thus (11) becomes with the help of (2) 

♦^ = ^ •iTH-nf-TT-— J - 4 = A^ say. 
[at +om+ en } 

Thus (8), (9), and (10) may be written 






.(12). 



By substituting the values of x, y, and z from these in (2), 
we obtain 






also 



?a + mfi 



n7 



-i>. 
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By 8ubtracti(m 

-'^(^^■^^") ^'">'(^^-^^) --'"•(^^•^^) , 

Now ^c|A'\"^f kfi+ ^ , and kfi^-^ are of equal value 

by (4) ; and this value cannot be zero, because then by (12) 
we should obtain the inadmissible results a? = a, y = /8, z^^. 
Hence dividing out we have 

This quadratic will give two values of r*, one will be 
the maximum value of ir and the other the minimum value. 

The product of the values of r* will be 
kWbY{r + m' + n') 

and TT times the square root of this product is the area of 
the curve of intersection of the ellipsoid and plane; hence 
taking the positive value of the square root we have for 
the area 

TTobc (aV + &W + cV - p^ V(f + m' + n') 1 
(aV + 6W+cV)* J" 

C. Find the maximum or minimum value of u when 
u = a^2^z\ and 2x+3i/+iz=a, 

Result. l-\ is a maximum valua 

7. Find the minimum value of u from the equation 

w = a;'+/ + 2^ + . , 

the variables being connected by the equation 
ax •\- by + cz •\- , =^. 



Result, u = 



aHJ* + c*+... 
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8. Find the minimum value of 

<fl^ + y* + «*4-ic — 2« — iry. 

Result. a; = — J, y="~J> z=l, 

9. Find the minimiHn value of x*+y*-\- z\ where xyz = c'. 

10. If X, y, z are the angles of a triangle, find the values of 

Xy y, z which make sin'^a? sin"y sin^;2J a maximum. 

11. Find the maximum or minimum value of x^j^z^ sub- 

ject to the condition Ix •{- my + nz =i a. Hence find the 
parallelepiped of maximum volume which has for its 
three edges the axes of x, y, z, and has the intersection 
of its opposite edges in a given plane. 

12. If aa? -i- bxy + cy^ = f, and r' = a?' + y', shew that the 

maximum and minimum values of r^ are given by the 
equation 

(i» - 4ac) r*+ if {a + 0)7^^ 4/»= 0. 

13. Find the maximum value of 

{ax + 63/ + cz) e^^^-P^y*-^, 

Remit. i» = 7r> !/="%> ^ = ^i 
where l = V2^g + |+^). 

14. A given volume V of metal is to be formed into a 

rectangular vessel ; the sides of the vessel are to be 
of a given thickness a, and there is to be no lid. De- 
termine the shape of the vessel so that it may have a 
maximum capacity. 

Result. If X, y, and z, are the external length, breadth, 
and depth ; 
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15. If r*=a^H-y* + «*, where 

<Kr* + J/ + ca* + 2a'ya + 2 J «aj + 2c'a?y = 1, 
and . Za; + iny + n« = 0, 

find the maximum and minimum values of r*. 

Result. They are detennined by the equation 

-2»ina'(a-p)-2nZ6'(5-p)-2ZW (c-p) 
+ 2mnJV+ 2nfc a'+ 2Zwia'6 - ZV- m'J'"- nV* = 0. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

ELIMINATION OF CONSTANTS AND FUNCTIONS. 

241. We may make use of differentiation in order to 
eliminate from an equation involving variables and constants 
one or more of the constants. For example, let 

(y-6)"+(aj-a)»-c»=0. (1). 

Differentiate three times, giving 

(y-i)^ + a!-« = (2), 

(^-*)S^'Sg-« w- 

From these four equations we may deduce an equation 
free from the three constants : we have 

dx" y — b^ 
d'y_ {x^ay+(y^bY _ c« 

<?V _ _ cbed a? _ 3c* (a? — a) 
dx'" ~b {y^W* 

H- h(l)]S-l@)'-» (* 
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242. In general, if we have an equation between x and y 
and n arbitrary constants^ and we differentiate m times suc- 
cessively, we have m + 1 equations between which we can 
eliminate m constants, and this will give a result involving 

-7-2 wid inferior differential coefficients of y. There will 

also be n — m constants in the resulting equation ; and as we 
can choose at pleasure the m constants we eliminate, we can 
form as many resulting equations containing n—m constants, 
as the number of combinations that can be formed out of 
n things taken m at a time ; that is, 

n (n — 1) ... {n — m+i) 



Each of these resulting equations is called a differential 

equation of the m^ order, ^-^ being the highest differential 

coefficient of y which occurs in it. 

When the original equation is differentiated n times suc- 
cessively, we have n+1 equations, between which all the 
constants can be eliminated, giving us a differential equation 
of the n^ order. 

243. If we recur to the example in Art. 241, we have 
for one of the three differential equations of the first order, 

(y-i)^^ + a;-a = 0. 

If we find a from this equation in teims of x, y, b, and 

-^ , and substitute in the given equation, we obtain another 

differential equation of the first order. If we find b in terms 

of a;, y, a, and -p , and substitute in the given equation, we 

obtain the remaining differential equation of the first order. 

The three differential equations of the second order which 
can be obtained by combining equations (1), (2), and (3) of 
Art-. 241, are 
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h=y + 






dxr'^[dx)\ 



cLx? 

It will be found on trial, ihsi if we take any one of the 
differential equations of the first order, and diflferentiate twice, 
we shall obtain the same result if we eliminate the two 
constants involved in these three equations, as we have 
already found in equation (5) of Art. 241. Also, if we 
take any one of the dfeerential equations of the second order, 
diflferentiate once, and eliminate the constant involved in 
these two equations, we shall still arrive at the equation (5) 
of Art 241. 



244. The process by which, as in the preceding Article, 
we may deduce diflferential equations by diflferentiation and 
elimination of constants, has not in itself much interest or 
value. But the method of passing from the differential 
equations to the primitive equation fi:om which they were 
deduced, forma a most important branch of mathematics. In 
fact all investigations in physical science lead to differential 
equatwnSy which must be solved before we can be said to 
understand the subject we are considering. We do not 
enter here on the solution of differential equations, but it 
is usual, in treatises on the Differential Calculus to devote 
some space to the consideration of the formation of such 
equations by elimination, as this process throws light on the 
methods to be adopted for their solution. 
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245. Not only constants may be eliminated, but functions. 
Suppose, for example, 

y = 8ina;; 

then -^ = cos x 

ax 

therefore y + (jfj -1 = 0. 

Hence the function sinx has been eliminated. 

Again, let 

y = tan(aj + y); 

therefore | = {1 + tan* (a. + y)} {1 + |} 

Hence tan (x+y) has been eliminated. 

In these examples given functions have been eliminated : 
we proceed to cases in which v/nknoum functions are elimi- 
nated. 

246. Suppose « = <^ (-) , where <^ denotes some function 



the form of which is not given, and which is therefore called 
an arbitrary function. The variables x and y are supposed 
independent. 

Put- = e; then 

i-f(.)i-if», 

therefore ^ S "^ ^ Z" ~ ^' 
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Hence this last equation is true whatever be the form of 
the function ^ ; for example^ if 5? = log ( -.] , or « = sin - , or 

« = f- J , in each case we have that equation subsisting. 

247. Suppose w = ^ (v), where u and v are known func- 
tions of X, y, and z, but the form oi <f> is not given. The 
variables x and y are supposed independent. If we differen- 
tiate both members of the equation with respect to x and y 
successively, we have 

du 



dx 



dudz ^,, . . (dv dv dz ) 

du dudz _ .f / s (dv ^^^\ 
dy dz dy "^ ^ ^ \dy dz dy) ' 

Therefore, whatever be the form of (j), 

( du du dz\ (dv dv dz\ __ (du du dz\ (dv dv ^\ 
\dx dz dx) \dy 'dz dy) "" \dy dz dy) \dx dz dx) ' 

In other words we have eliminated the arbitrary func- 
tion ^. 

248. Suppose 

two known functions of x, y, z, which enter into an equation. 

F{x,,j, z, .^.(a,), .^,W}=0 (1), 

^j and (j)^ being arbitrary functions. If we form the equations 

^=^' %=<> (')' 

d'F d^F d*F 

^=^' S^ = ^' ^«=« (^)- 

we introduce the unknown functions 

*.'K), <^;w. <^."(a,), <^."w, 

and these, with ^i(aj), and ^,(a,), form six quantities to bo 
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eliminated betweea tbe six equations (1), (2), (3). This 
cannot generally be effected Proceeding to the equations 

we shall introduce only two new unknown functions^ namely 
<f>i"{oi.) and ^/" (ctg). Hence we can obtain by elimination an 
equation between z and ita partial differential coefficients with 
respect to y and x of the third order inclusive, which will 
be free from the functions <^,(a,) and ^,(a,) and their derived 
functions. Since we have ten equations and eight quantities 
to be eliminated, two resulting equations can generally be 
obtained. 

249. We sav that generally, in the case supposed in the 
preceding Article, we canru4 eliminate the arbitrary functions 
by proceeding as far as the second derived equations. Cases 
however occur, in which, owing to the forms of a, and a,, this 
elimination can be effected ; for example, suppose 

z = 4>i{a! + ay) + ^2(0?- ay). 

dz 
Here ^ = ^/(^ + ay)4-^;(a;-ay), 

dz 

-^ = a<t>;{X'\-ay)--a<l>;{x^ay), 



d^ 
d/' 



;7r« =a'^i"(« + «y) +aV8"(ar-ay) ; 



therefore 



rf^__ ^ d^z 
df'^dx^' 



250. Suppose we have an equation between three vari- 
ables of the form 

F[x,y,z,4>^{a;i, <^,(a,), <^,(aH)l=0, 

involving n arbitrary functions ^^ ^,, ^^ of the n known 

functions a^, or^, a» respectively. 
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If we proceed in the manner of Art. 248, and deduce 
from this equation all its derived equations up to those of the 
vi^ order inclusive, we shall obtain 

1+24-3-H4+ (w+1) 

., . . (m+1) (m+2) 
equations, that is -^ ^ equations. 

The number of unknown functions will be (m + 1) n, and 
therefore, that we may be able to eliminate the arbitrary 
functions, we must have generally 

(m+1) {m + 2) X XV / . ^v 
-^ -^ greater than (m + 1) n, 

therefore — — greater than n ; 

therefore m = 2?t — 1 at least. 

If rw =2w— I, the number of equations will be n (2ti+ 1), 
and the number of functions to be eliminated, 2w'; hence, 
there will be generally n resulting equations. 

251. Suppose however that the known functions a,, a,,...a„, 
are all the same function ; we shall find that it will be suffi- 
cient to proceed to the derived equations of the n^ order 
inclusive, in order to be able to eliminate the arbitrary func- 
tions. For let 

F{x,j/,z, 4>,{oi), <^,(a), <f>n{o)}=0; 

differentiate with respect to x and y ; thus 

dF dFdz dF/da dadz\^ 
dx dz dx ' doL \dx dz dxj "" ' 

dj/ dz dy dx \dy dz dyJ 
Eliminate -7- ; thus 

dOL 

dF dFdz da dadz 

dx dz dx __ dx dzdx 

dF dFd"da dacb' 

dy dz dy dy dz dy 
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This result involves only the same arbitrary functions as 
the original equation, namely, 

*tW>*,W> *«(a); 

it also involves ^ and -j- \ we may denote it by 

^''{^'y*^'^' dy' ^^^"^^ *«^''^' ^•W} = 0. 

Differentiate this equation with respect to x and y as 
before; thus we obtain another result which involves only 
the same aibitrary functions as the original equation. By 
continuing the process until we introduce the diflferential 
coeflScients of z oi the w"* order, we find that we have on the 
whole n+ 1 equations, from which the w arbitrary functions 
may be eliminated. 

252. Suppose we have two equations of the form 

F{x, y, z, a, ^,(a), ^,(a) ^,(a)} = 0, 

f{x, y, z, a, ^,(a), <^,(a), <^,(a)l = 0, 

where a is an unknomn function of a?, y, and z, and <^j , <^„ . . . <f>^ 
denote arbitrary functions ; and let it be required to eliminate 
a and the arbitrary functions of a. In this case also we shall 
find that it will be suflScient to proceed to the derived equa- 
tions of the rfi" order inclusive. 

As in the preceding Article we diflferentiate the first equa- 
tion and thus obtain 

dF dF dz ^a .^i^ 

dx dz dxdx dzd x , . 

dF dFdz^^da dad^ 

dy dz dy dy dz dy 

But as a is not a known function the right-hand member of 
(1) is not a known function. But from the second of the 
given equations we obtain in the same manner 

doL dadz df df dz 
3g dzdx dx'^ dz dx 



.(2); 



dy dz ^ dy dz dy 
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SO that we can replace the right-hand member of (1) by the 
right-hand member of (2). Hence, as in the preceding Article, 
we obtain a result which we may write 

Diflferentiate this again and make use of (1) or of (2) ; thus 
we obtain another result involving only the same arbitrary 
quantities. By continuing the process until we introduce the 
diflferential coefficients of z of the n^ order, we find that we 
have on the whole n + 2 equations from which we may elimi- 
nate a and the n arbitrary functions of a. 

253. As an example of the preceding, suppose only one 
arbitrary function 0(a). The given equations become 

f{x,y,z,a,<l>(a)} = 0, 

i^{a;,y, «, a, 0(a)} = O. 

Diflferentiate eachr with respect to x and y. We thus have 
six equations, irom which we may eliminate 

«'£' ^. *(«). andf(a). 

leaving one equation between 

dz J dz 

254. The conclusions obtained in Arts. 251, 252 are 
due to Dr Salmon ; see his Geometry of Three Dimensions, 
Chapter xii. It had been usual to overestimate the num- 
ber of derived equations which are necessary in order to 
eflfect the elimination in Art. 252. Suppose, for example, there 
are two arbitrary functions so that 

jP{a?,y,i?,a, <^j(a), <^,(a)} = 0, 
/{a?,y,«, a,^,(a),0,(a)} = O; 

then it might appear that by forming the derived equations up 
to the second order inclusive, as in Art. 248, wo should obtain 

T. D.c. T 
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tivelve equations, but have twelve quantities to eliminate, 
namely 

da dx rfV d^a d*a 
^' dx' dy' cW dxdy' dy' 

*iW, *;w, <^/'(«)> *.(«)> *;w, <^s"w- 

But the fact is that by adopting the method of Art 252, 
we have ^/(a) and ^,' (a) occurring in such a way that they 

disappear together in our elimination of ^ and -j- . Hence 

it happens that we are able to eflfect the required elimination 
without proceeding beyond the derived equations of the second 
order. 

255. In particular cases the elimination may be effected 
without proceeding to so many differentiations as the general 
theory indicates. Suppose, for example, that we have three 
arbitrary functions, we should generally have to form the de- 
rived equations of the third order by -Airt. 252. But if the 
three arbitraiy functions are so related, that 

the given equations take the form 

F{x, y, z, a, if>, (a), <f>; (a), ^;' (a)} = 0, 
f[x,y,z,<x,4,,{t), ^;(a).^;'(a)l=0; 

and by proceeding as far as the second derived equations, we 
obtain twelve equations and eleven quantities to be eliminated, 
namely 

dx doL d^OL d^CL d^a 
^ d^' Ty' 1^' df' l^y' 

<i>M */(«), <^x"w> <^r(«)> <^r(^). 

Thus we can deduce one resulting equation involving x, 
y, z, and partial differential coeflScients of « up to those of the 
second order inclusive. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ELpnNATION OF FUNCTIONS. 275 

256. We will give one case in which more than three 
variables ai*e involved Suppose 

F[u, X, y, z, <l> (a, fi)} = (1), 

in which ^ (a, 13) designates an arbitrary function of the two 
quantities a and fi, which are themselves both known ftmc- 
tions of u, Xj y, and z. J£ we differentiate (1) with respect 
to each of the independent variables x, y, z, we obtain three 
equations 

dF ^ dF ^ dF ^ .. 

^ = ^> ^ = ^' ^ = ^ (2)- 

In these equations, besides the arbitrary function ^, we 

have its two derived functions -^ and -^. Hence, between 

the four equations (1) and (2), we shall be able to eliminate 

the three arbitrary functions, and arrive at an equation in- 

1 . du dut , du 

volvmgt.,ir,y,^, ^, ^, and ^. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Eliminate the constant from 

xy-c^ix + y) (c- 1). 

Besult {a? + x+ 1) -j^ +y* + y + 1=0. 

2. Eliminate e^ and cos x £rom 

y — e* cos aj = 0. 

3. If ic* — 2ay — a*— 5 = 0, shew that 

0.^-^ = 0. 
da? dx 

4. If y = of** sin nx^ shew that 

T2 
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5. Ify = asinx+&co3<c, then 

6. Eliminate the exponentials from 

xy^a€r + be''. 

Result. ^5^+2^-ary = 0. 

7. Eliminate the constants from 

8. Eliminate the constants and exponentials from 

'^ @Hl)'-l}{(S)"-'}-S(S)' 

9. If (ic+y) (c+ log x) = x^, then 

10. Eliminate a and h from 

11. Eliminate the constants from the equation 

1 = ao^ 4- ibxy + cy*. 

j^ g(»-4)^''(S)'-<>- 

12. If - - i =/('i - i) , shew that 
a X •' \y xj 



"^dx^y dy ^- 
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13. If logz = ^ {ay + 5a;) + -^^ {ay - Ix), then 

••{'S-(l)]-*-f|-(D]- 

15. If ^ = ^ (e* sin y), then sin y jr = cos y -^ . 

da? \dy) dx dy dx dy dy* \dx) "~ 

17. If^=/f^-=:^),then 

^ XX" mzj 

/ * dz / \ dz 

18. Eliminate the arbitrary functions from 

z=: X(f> {ax + hy) + yy^ {ax + by). 

Besult a" 3-% - 2a5 -y—t + ^S-a = 0. 
dy dxdy d^r 

19. Eliminate the arbitrary and exponential functions from 

T> , tZ*M • du d^u 

Result -y-i =nu + 2nj- + ^-s. 
aoj' ay ay 

20. Eliminate the circular and logarithmic functions from 

(1) y = sin log a?, (2) y = log sin a?. 
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21. If « = ^ + ^(i + logy), then 

22. Eliminate the functions from y = £cf (j?) + ^ iz). 

Besuit. The same as in Example 16. 

23. If « + iiw?+ny=/{(a?-a)'+(y-6)*+(«-c)'}, then 
{y-6-n(«-c)}^-{aj-a-fii(«-c)}jJ=:n(aj-a)-«n(y-6). 

24. If jg; = aj'(aaj + 6y) + ^(y* + a)*)+i^(y*-a?*), 

^^ a* dof y* dy* a? dx y^ dy x y* * 

25. If a = ^ {oj +/(y)}, then 
d'z dz^ dz^ ^*^— A 



dxdy dx dy dx' 

26. Eliminate the arbitrary functions from 

T> ix /^^'^ t^'«\ . / dz dz\( dz dz\ ^ 

27. If i* + y + «-«y{a?(tt-y), a?(y-«)}, then 

28. Ifu = ^|i^(y»-a:a), /(^-y-«)|, then 



du ^ ^ du , ^ du . 
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29. If w = icy«,i?'{X(a* + y» + ««), /,(icy + aj«+y^)}, then 
, .du^f ^du ^ . .du 



\ a? y z ) 



SO. Eliminate z from the equations 

Bemlt 2<f>{x,y)=^ ^ . 

tic' 

31. Eliminate the arbitrary functions from 

T» T • d^z d^z , 6?'^? dz dz « 

Jtesrdt 0^^ + 2x3, ^^ + 3^^+a,^+2,^ = n^. 

32. Shew how to eliminate the n arbitrary functions from 
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CHAPTER XVm. 



TANGENT AND NORMAL TO A PLANE CUBVE. 

257. Definition. Let P, Q, be two points on a curve, 
and suppose a straight line drawn through them ; the limit- 
ing position of this straight line, as Q moves along the curve 
and approaches indefinitely near to P, is called the tangent 
to the curve at the point P. 




To find the equation to the tangent at a given point of 
a curve. 

Let X, y, be the co-ordinates of the given point P, 

X + Ax, y + Ay, the co-ordinates of another point Q on the 
curve. 

Then a?', y\ being current co-ordinates, we have for the 
equation to the straight line Pft 

^ ^ a; + Aa?-a?^ ^' 

that is, y-y = ^(«'-^)- 

Now let Q approach indefinitely near to P; the limit of 
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-r^ is -v^ , and the equation to the tangent at P is 

258. Definition. The normal to a curve at any point is 
a straight line drawn through that point at right angles to 
the tangent at that point. 

To find the equation to the normal at any point of a curve. 
Since the equation to the tangent at the point (x, y) is 

the equation to the normal at the same point is 

dx 
supposing the axes rectangular. 

259. Let the tangent and normal at the point P meet the 
axis oix at the points Tand G respectively; draw the ordi- 
nate PM'y then 

MT is called the subtangent, 
MQ is called the subnormal. 

MP 
Now -jTFTp = the tangent of PTx 

therefore MT^ h^^IT* 

dx 
Also -jTfp = tangent of OPM^ tangent of PTx 

"dx' 



therefore MG ^y-^. 
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Iq these expressions for the subnormal and subtangent, 
it is to be observed that the subtangent is measured from M 
towards the Uft^ and the subnormal is measured from M 

towards the right If in any curve y x ^ * negative quantity, 

it indicates that lies to the left of M, and, as in that case 

dx . 
y — is also negative, T lies to the right of M. 

260* In the equation to the tangent put y «= 0, then 
, dx 

this therefore is the value of OT. 

Similarly, if we put x =0, we find 

/ dy 

y^y-x£, 

which gives the ordinate of the point where the tangent 
meets the axis of y. 

261. The length of the perpendicular from the origin on 
the tangent is, by the usual formulsB of analytical geometry, 

dy 



TFM' 



262. If the equation to a curye be given in the form 
4> (x, y) = 0, we have, by Art. J. 77, 



dM /d(f>y 
Thus the equation to the tangent becomes 

and the equation to the normal becomes 

(^-.)(g)-C^-.)(|)"0. 
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The length of the perpendicular on the tangent from the 
origin is, neglecting the sign. 






263. It is sometimes convenient to determine a curve by 
the two equations 

so that X and y are both functions of a variable t, by elimi- 
nating which between the given equations, a result of the 
usual form y =/(a?) may be obtained. With this supposition, 
we have 

^ dt 
' dx 7bc' 
'di 

Hence the equation to the tangent becomes 

&--y)i-(.--«)i, 

and the equation to the normal becomes 

In the figure we have supposed the axes rectangular; 
if they are oblique no change is made either in the inves- 
tigation of the equation to the tangent or in the result. But 
the equation to the normal is 

1 + cos » ;y- 

t cue if \ 

cos« + ^ 

where a> is the angle of inclination of the^axes. 

"^1. ^kample (1). The general equation to a curve of 
the second order is 
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Hence, by Art. 262, the equation to the tangent at the 
point (a?, y) is 

(y'-3^)(^y+5a; + i))+(a;'-a:)(ar+%+JP) = 0, 

which reduces by means of the given equation to 

y'{Ay'\-Bx'\-D)^-x'{Cx'\-By^E)-\-Dy\'Ex'{-F=0. 

Example (2). Suppose the equation to the curve to be 

« 
y = ae\ 

therefore -r^ = -e*' = ^: 

ax c c 

and the equation to the tangent becomes 

The subtangent MT = Jl = c, and is therefore constant in 
dx 
this curve which is called the logarithmic curve. 

Example (3). The equation to the logarithmic spiral is 
tan-' ^ = 4 log V(ic' + 3^). 



X 



x 



l-j' K^l-^^) 



Hence ■ ., . ^ = — ttt 



therefore 



dy^ kx + y ^ 
dx x — ky^ 

and the equation to the tangent is 
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Example (4). Suppose that the equatioa ^(a?,y) = 0, or 
u = 0, can be put in the form 

Vn + V^^'\-V^+ +v^+v^ = 0, 

where v^, v^^, are homogeneous functions of the degree 

n,n—l, respectively; hence 

dx dx dx ' 

du^dv^ dv^^ 

dy dy dy ' ' 

and the equation to the tangent is 

But by the property of homogeneous functions (see 
Example 3 at the end of Chapter VIII.) 



^^+«^= (-')•-• 



Hence the equation to the tangent becomes 

^■(t-^-^ )-•(&-%■* ) 

= nv^ + (n- 1) tVi + (« - 2) v^+ , 

or, since v^ + v^i + Vt^^...+v^ + v^=^0, 

^[dy-^-dy ^ j+'^te+-d^ + J 
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Example (6). Determine a point in a given curve bo that 
the area of uie triangle formed by the talent at that point 
and the co-ordinate axes may be a maximum or a minimum. 

By Art. 260, the area varies as the product of 
dx J. dy 

dx 

then we require the maximum or minimum value of m. 
It will be found that 



H-£)(4->)g 



du 
dx 



d^V 
Now, as we shall see in Chapter XXI., where ^ = 0, 

the curve has in general a singular point called a point of 

inflection. Where y — a; -^ = 0, the tangent passes through 

the origin and tiie area in question vanishes. It will be often 
obvious when any particular curve is considered, that nei- 
ther of these exceptional cases can hold. We have then 

aj^ + y = as the condition which determines the point 

required. 

When a? ^ +y = 0, we have, by Art. 260, 

x' = 2x, and y=^2y. 

Hence in general when the area is a maximum or a mini- 
mum the portion of the tangent between the axes is bisected 
at the point of contact. It will in general be obvious from 
the figure in the case of any particular curve whether the 
area is a maximum or minimum. 
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265. If the equation to a curve be given in the form 
the equation to the tangent at the point {x, y), will be 

(y'-y)f+(---)i'=« «' 

and the equation t^ the normal 

(y'-y)g'-(-'-)f = ..(2). 

If we consider x\ y, as constant, equation (1) combined 
•with F(x,y) = c, will give the co-ordinates of the points 
where the tangents drawn from the point {x, y') meet the 
curve represented by F{x,y) = c; and equation (2) combined 
with F{x, y)='C will give the co-ordinates of the points 
where the normals drawn from the point (x, y') meet the 
curve represented by F {x, y) = c. 

Since the equations (1) and (2) are independent of c, they 
will represent the geometrical loci of the points where the 
curves which we obtain by ascribing different values to c in 
the equation F{x, y) = c, are met by their tangents or their 
normals respectively, which pass through the point {x\ y). 
Thus, if we want to draw tangents from the pomt [x\ y) to 
any one of the curves F{x, y) =c, we must construct the 
curve 

(«■-.) (S)+tf-0-o> 

and determine where it intersects the particular curve 
F(x,y) = c which we are considering; join the point or 
points of intersection with the point (x, y) and we have 
the required tangent or tangents. Similarly, we may draw 
normals from {x, y) to any one of the curves F{x, y) = c. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. In the curve y (^ - 1) (a? - 2) = a; — 3, shew that the tan- 
gent is parallel to the axis of x at the points for which 
a: = 3 ± V^. 
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2. In the curve y* = (a? — a)* (a? — c), shew that the tangent 

is parallel to the axis of x at the point for which 

2c -{^ a 
»= — 7i — . 



3. In the curve a?j^ = a* (a; + y), the tangent at the origin is 

inclined at an angle of 135^ to the axis of x. 

4. In the curve a? (p: + y)=a*{x — y), the equation to the 

tangent at the origin iay^x* 

5. In the curve «' + y' = a' find the length of the perpen- 

dicular from the origin on the tangent at {x, y) ; also 
find the length of that part of the tangent which is 
intercepted between the two axes. 

Results. (1) lj{axy)\ (2) a. 

6. If a?i, ^1, be the parts of the axes of x and y intercepted 

by the tangent at the point (a?, y) to the curve 

7. Shew that all the curves represented by the equation 

©■-©■-• 

different values being assigned to n, touch each other 
at the point (a, 6). 

8. In the curve y* = a"'^a?, express the equation to the 

tangent in its simplest form ; and determine the value 
of n when the area included between the tangent and 
the co-ordinate axes is constant. 

9. If the normal to the curve a;' + y' = a', make an angle <f> 

with the axis of x, shew that its equation is 

y cos ^ — a; sin ^ VET a cos 2^. 
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30. Find at what angle the curve y^^^ax cuts the curve 

Besults, The curves meet at the origin ; here the 
first curve has the axis of y for its tangent, and the 
second curve has both the axes for tangents. The 
curves also meet at the point x = a 1/2, y = aU4,\ and 
here they meet at an angle whose cotangent is ^4. 

a? v^ 

11. Tangents are drawn to the ellipse —^ + -^2 = 1, and the 

circle a^+y^ — a^==0, at the points where a common 
ordinate cuts them: shew that if (f> be the greatest 
inclination of these tangents 

12. If tangents be drawn from a point {h, k) to the curve 

~) '*'{f] " ^' ^^ ellipse w^hoso 

semiaxes are ct [ y) , and 6 (t) will pass through the 
points of contact. 

13. Shew that all the points of the curve y' = 4a f a? + a sin - j 

at which the tangent is parallel to the axis of x lie on 
a certain parabola. 

14. The normal to a parabola at any point P is produced 

to meet the directrix at Q, and the tangent at P meets 
the directrix at R : find (1) when QR is a minimutn, 
(2) when the triangle PQM is a minimum. 



the equation to the parabola. 



Results, (\) x — -y (2) ar = -; where y^=Aax is 



T. D. c. U 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ASYMPTOTES. 

266. Suppose one or more of the branches of a curve to 
extend to an infinite distance from the origin, and that at 
successive points of such a branch we draw tangents. Then 
two different cases may exist with respect to the directions of 
these tangents ; they either, as we pass from point to point 
along the curve, approach some definite limit or they do not. 
And with respect to the position of these tangents, two cases 
are possible ; the intercepts cut from the axes of co-ordinates 
either tend to a finite limit or they do not. If the direction 
has a limit, and one or both of the intercepts a limit, there 
exists a straight line towards which the successive tangents 
continually approach. Such a straight line is called an 
asymptote to the curve ; hence we have the definition which 
follows. 

267. Definition. An asymptote to a curve is the limit- 
ing position of the tangent when the point of contact moves 
to an infinite distance from the origin. 

To find whether a proposed curve has an asymptote, we 

must first ascertain if -7^ has a limiting value as we proceed 
to an infinite distance from the origin. If it has not there is 
generally no asymptote. If -^ has a limiting value, we must 
then ascertain if the intercept on the axis of x, which by 
Art. 260 is x — y-j-, has a limiting value. Suppose it has, 

• and let it be denpted by c while fi denotes the limit of -p , 
then y = fi{x — c) is the equation to an asymptote. 
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268. If -^ increases without limit, and at the same time 

dx 
w^y,- has a finite limit, we have an asymptote parallel to 

the axis of y. 

Also we may have an asymptote when the limit of 

x — y-7- is infinite, namely in the case where the limit of 

-Jf- is zero, and the limit of y — x-~, which is the intercept 

on the axis of y, is finite. The asymptote is then parallel to 
the axis of ar. 

269. We will now take some simple examples. 

(1) The equation to the parabola is y^=4aa;; so that 

we have v = + 2 \^ax ; therefore -^ - = + a /- ; hence, when 
^ " dx "y x' 

X increases indefinitely the limit of -^- is zero; but 

y — x-^ = ±(2 "J ax — *J ax) = + Vo^, which has no finite limit. 

Therefore there is no asymptote. 

(2) The equation to the hyperbola is y'= -g {p^—cS) ; so 

a 

that we have y = ±- \/{x^—a^) ; therefore -y^ = ± ■ ^ 



a ^ ^^ dx " a*J{x^ — a^)' 

and x — y -j- =x = — . Hence the limit of -^ when 

"^ dy XX dx 

dx 

x is infinite is ± - , and the limit oi x — y-r- is 0. There- 
a ^ dy 

fore y = - a; is the equation to one asymptote ; and y = — x 

is the equation to another asymptote. 

(3) Suppose y = . _,.^ +c to be the equation to a curve, then 

, dy 2a' , dx x — l cix-lSt 

have T^ = — 7 5Ta, and x—y-r ^x-i +—^ — .-^ . 

dx {x-by* ^ dy 2 2a' 

V2 
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As X approaches 6, y and ~ increase without limit. The 

dx **•*' 

limit of a?-y -7- is J, and, by Art. 268, there is an asymp- 
tote parallel to the axis of y, having for its equation a? = i. 

270. An asymptote may also be defined as a straight line, 
the distance of which from a point in a curve diminishes with- 
out limit as the point in the curve moves to an infinite distance 
from the origin. 

Suppose y — fix-\r P 

the equation to a straight line, and 

y^fix^-^ + v 

the equation to a curve, then if v diminish without limit as 
X and y increase without limit, the straight line will be an 
asymptote to the curve. For if a?, y, be the co-ordinates of 
a point in the curve, the perpendicular distance of that point 
from the straight line is 

y — //^ — )8 



or 



,.a\ » 



and this diminishes without limit when x and y increase 
without limit. 

271. That the two definitions of an asymptote lead in 
general to the same results may be seen by considering diflfer- 
ent examples, or by the following proof Let y = fta? + /8 + v 
be the equation to a curve, where /x and y8 are constants, and 
V diminishes without limit as x and y increase without limic. 
From the given equation 

X '^ X 

Hence u is the limit of - when x and y increase Avithout 
^ X ^ 

limit. But, by Art. 148, 

dy 

the limit of - = the limit of — - or -r^. 
X 1 ax 
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Also y8 is the limit o{ y — fix; but /m = the limit of ^ ; 

therefore in general y8 = the limit of y—-^ x. Hence the 

equation to the tangent to the curve at the point {x, y), 
which is 

becomes, when x and y are indefinitely increased, 

y' = fix+fi; 

that is, the equation to the asymptote found according to the 
first definition is the same as the equation found according to 
the second definition. 



272. We say in the last Article that in general the limit 
■y — fjLX = the limit of y - 
the equation to a curve is 



o{y — fjLX = the limit o{ y — -^ x. Suppose, for example, that 



yr=Ax + B + l; 

X 

therefore - = A-\ f- — , . 

X XX 

Hence ti = the limit o{-=A, and 

X 

y-fix^B^ 

X 

Also ^y - ^ _ ^ 

therefore v--^ x = B-\ . 

• dx X 

Here y — j-x and y — fix have the same limit, namely B. 

T, ^ A ^ a + sinx 
But suppose y = Ax + jd H . 

Here, as before, fi — A, 
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Also y — /Lta? = ijH . 

. , dy . cos a? a-*- sin a? 

And -/- = A'\- 5 — , 

dx X X 

xi i» dy n . 2 (a + sin a;) 
therefore y — j- a? = -B — cosa;H — ^ . 

Here we cannot assert that y — f^x and y^-r-x have the 

same limit : the limit of the former is B, but the latter cannot 
be said to have a limit, on account of the term cos a?, which 
does not tend to any limit as x increases indefinitely. In 
this case the curve 

. ^ a + sin a? 
y^Ax + B^- 

X 

has an asymptote according to the definition of Art. 270, 
namely, y = Ax + J5, but not according to the definition of 
Art. 267. 

The demonstration in Art. 270 might, of course, start 
with the equation x — fiy + ^-\-v; so that, should the asymp- 
tote be parallel to the axis of y, by taking the second form 
we avoid having fi infinite. 

273. We have hitherto confined ourselves to rectilinear 
asymptotes; we now extend the definition to curvilinear 
asymptotes. 

Definition. When the difference of the ordinates of two 
curves corresponding to a common abscissa diminishes without 
limit, or the difference of the abscissae corresponding to a 
common ordinate diminishes without limit, as we pass from 
point to point along either curve, each curve is said to be an 
asymptote to the other. 

Hence, if the equation to a curve can be put in the form 
y = ^,^« + ^,a;«-^ + ... + -4._,a^ + ^n + § + § + !" + ..., 
then y = A^x"" + A^x""'^ + . . . + A^^x + A^ 
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is the equation to a curve which is an asymptote to the 
former. So also is 

X 

and 2^ = ^^a;'» + ^ja;"-*+...4-A-i^ + A + — + "2% 

X X 

and so on. 

Example. Find asymptotes to the curve 

^^'^ y'=^a ' ^^^'^^""'^ ^ = ± \/(^) • 

As X approaches the value a, both y and -^ increase 

without limit, and a; = a is the equation to a rectilinear 
asymptote. 

Putting y in the form ±57(1 J , and expanding by 

the Binomial Theorem, we have 

Hence y=±(^+o) are the equations to two rectilinear 

asymptotes. We may obtain as many curvilinear asymptotes 
as we please by making use of the series in (1). For example, ' 



y=±(^+| 



a 3a^ 



are the equations to two asymptotic curves of the second 
order. The student will remember that by Art. 114 we 
may use the Binomial Theorem in the above Example as a 

true arithmetical expansion when - is less than unity, which 

X 

will certainly be the case when x is increased indefinitely. 
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274. The following method will furnish the rectilinear 
asymptotes with great readiness in many cases. Suppose 
the equation to a curve, F{x^ y) = 0, to be such that F{x, y) 
is the sum of different homogeneous functions of x and y, so 
that the equation may be put in the form 

->(f)-H-'tg)+^xg) + -=0 (1). 

where w, p, q, are arranged in descending order of magnitude. 
For example, every rational integral algebraical equation 
between x and y can be put in this form. From (1) we have 

Now in finding an asymptote we must first by Art. 271 

ascertain the limit of - when x and y are infinite. If we 
X ^ 

call that limit yx, and suppose it to be finite, we have from (2) 

Let /^i be a value of yx obtained from this equation; we 
have next to find the limit of y — fi^x. Put y — fi^x = ^, 
then from (2) 

But, by Art. 92, 

*(''.+D-*W+;f(».+f) 

since ^ {fx^ = 0. 

Thus (3) becomes 

^f(M.+ f)+^,^^(/^.+^ + ...=0 (4). 
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In equation (4) let x be supposed to increase indefinitely, 
then we shall have dififerent results depending on the value 
of^. 

If JO be greater than w — 1 the value of y8 is infinite, and 
there is no asymptote for the root fi^ of the equation 

</>(/.) =0. 
If p be equal to n — 1 and <f> (ji^) be not zero, the limit of 
y8 is — T,Y^ . ; and the equation to an asymptote is 

If p be less than n — 1 and (f> (/Xj) be not zero, the limit of 
)8 is and the equation to an asymptote is 

In the last case the equations 

give for determining the asymptotes 



^(|) = 0. or.>(|) = 0; 



hence when the equation to a curve can be exhibited in such 
a form that the sum of a number of homogeneous functions is 
zero, and the degree n of the highest of these functions ex- 
ceeds by more than unity the degree of any of the others, 
all the asymptotes in general pass through the origin and 
may be found by equating to zero the homogeneous function 
of the n^ degree. We say in general because there is the 
limitation that (f)' (yx,) is not to be zero ; that is, by the theorj^ 
of equations ^ (/x) = must not have equal roots. 

275. We will now consider the case in which ^'0^,) is 
zero. 

First suppose p equal to n — 1. 

If yjr (/Ltj) is not zero y8 becomes infinite, and there is no 
asymptote for the root fl^ of the equation ^ 0^) = 0. But if 
'^ O^i) = ^ ^^^ value of /8 becomes indeterminate. 
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Suppose in this case q = n'-2i so that equation (3) of 
Art 274 gives 

*(..+f)4*(''.^f)+?*(''.^f)*--''- 

Since ^ {fi^ = and 4> (/^J = 0, we have, by Art. 92, 

Substitute these values in the equation above, multiply by 
a?, and then proceed to the limit, and we have for determining 
the limiting values of fi, the quadratic equation 

If the values of /3 be possible, we thus obtain two parallel 
asymptotes. 

If this quadratic assume an indeterminate farm, we may 
proceed in the same manner to form a cubic equation in y8. 

In the case where <f> (ji^ is zero and yjr (jm^) is not zero, 
there is no rectilinear asymptote for the root ft, of the equation 
(f) (/i) = 0, as we have already stated at the beginning of this 
Article. In this case we may in general obtaia a parabolic 
asymptote, as we will now shew. 

By Art. 92, since ^ (/^J = 0, and </>' (/xj = 0, 

^l^^ + J=2^^^ t^^-^^j- 
Hence equation (-3) of Art. 274 becomes 

as X increases indefinitely this equation approaches to the 
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Hence wc have a parabolic asymptote determined by the 
equation 






that is, (y - fi.xY = — ^^^ • 

Next suppose p less than n — 1. 

Then since <(>' (/i,) = equation (4) of Art. 274 will not de- 
termine ^ ; and instead of this equation we have ultimately 
in the manner just shewn 

If w — j) = 2, we obtain 

so that if ^^(/ij) and j>"(ji^ are of different signs we have two 
possible values of )8, and therefore two parallel asymptotes 
which are equidistant from the origin. 

li n — p IS not equal to 2, we have a curvilinear asymp- 
tote determined by the equation 

276. We have assumed in Article 274, that the limit of 

1/ OS 

- is finite; if it be not, the limit of - will be zero, and we 

^ . . . ^ 

must examiue if there exists an asymptote parallel to the 

axis of y. This can generally be easily ascertained in any 

particular example. Or we may put the given equation in 

the form 

/^.@+3^t.@ + ...=0. 
and proceed as above, 

277. If a curve be given by an algebraical equation we 
may determine the asymptotes which are parallel to the 
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Jkxis of y thus. AiTange the equation according to powers 
of y ; suppose it to be 

where a, ^, ... are all positive, then the asymptotes parallel to 
the axis of y will be given by the real roots of the equation 

/(x)=0. 
For the equation to the curve may be written 

and it is obvious that this is satisfied by supposing .y = oo and 
/(x) =0; and that when y is qo no other value of x except 
those derived from/ (a:) = will satisfy it Hence the asymp- 
totes parallel to the axis of y are found by equating to zero tiie 
coefficient of the highest power ofy in the equation to the curve. 

Similarly the asymptotes parallel to the axis of x may be 
found by equating to zero the coeflScient of the highest power 
of cc in the equation to the curve. 

When a curve is given by a rational integral algebraical 
equation, it will be convenient to determine by the preceding 
method the asymptotes parallel to the axes, and then proceed 
for the other asymptotes according to the following rule ; we 
suppose the equation of the n*** degree. Substitute for y in 
the given equation /ao? + y8 and arrange the terms of the equa- 
tion according to powers of x. Equate to zero the coeflScient 
of a?* ; this will give an equation for determining /a ; suppose 
/A, one of the real values of yx. Then examine the coeflScient of 
a?""\ and give to \i if it occurs in this coeflScient the value ft, . 
If we can determine /3 so as to make this coeflScient vanish, 
then y = /ij a? -h )8 will be the equation to an asymptote ; if the 
coeflScient cannot be made to vanish there is no corresponding 
asytnptote. If the coeflScient vanishes whatever be the value 
of )8, then put the coeflScient of a?""* equal to zero, substituting 
/Aj for /Lt in it ; we shall thus have generally a quadratic equa- 
tion to determine the values of y8, and if these values are real, 
we obtain two pai-allel asymptotes. K the coeflScient of a?*"* 
vanishes, whatever be the value of /8, we must equate to zero 
the coeflScient of a?""* and so on. 
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This rule can be easily shewn to agree with Arts. 274 
and 275. Equation (1) of Art. 274, may be supposed the 
equation to the curve in which w is an integer, p = n — 1, 

^ = n — 2, Then if we put fix+^ for y, and arrange 

the terms according to powers of x, we shall obtain the ex- 
pression 

^>(m) +x'-'{f<j^) +/Sf (m)} +x"-={x(m) +/3t» +f 4>"M]+- 

Thus by equating to zero the coefficient of x^ we arrive at 
the equation for determining fi given in Art. 274. Then by 
equating to zero the coefficient of x""'^ we shall obtain the 
same value of as that found in Art. 274 ; or if the coeffi- 
cient of a;""* vanishes, whatever yS may be, then by equating 
to zero the coefficient of a:""* we arrive at the quadratic equa- 
tion given in Art. 275. 

Example (1). y^ + x^ -3axy = 0. 
Put fMx-^13 ioT y, then 

{fix + ^Y + x^-3ax{fix + ^):=0; 
therefore (jm^ + 1)x^+ 3x* {fi^^ - afi) + Mx + N= 0. 

Hence, ^8 + 1 = 0, 

fi'fi — a/A = 0, 

are the equations from which /x and y8 are to be found ; they 
give /x = — 1, ^ = — a; therefore 

y = — a; — a 

is the equation to an asymptote. 

Example (2). a^ {x-k-y) ^ c^ {x — y). 
Put /LW? + /S for y^ then 

x\x-\- /JLX + /3) =^ a^ {x " fix — ^) ; 
therefore a? {1+ fi) + fia^- xa^ (1 - /*) + «')8 = 0. 

Hence, 1 + /x = and )8 = ; 

therefore y« — a; is the equation to an asjnnptote. 
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Example (3). a?y (y — a?) (y — a5 + 3a)+4a*ic — a* = 0. 

Here the term containing the highest power of y is xy*-, 
thus a: = gives one asymptote, namely the axis of y. Simi- 
larly, the term containing the highest power of x is ya?\ 
therefore y = gives one asymptote, namely the axis of x. 
Then put /u; + /S for y, and we obtain the expression 

xijix-^P) {0-l)a: + /8}{(M- l)a? + 3a + )8} + 4a"a?-a*. 

Arranging this according to powers of a;, we have 

x'tx (/i- l)« + aj' (m- 1) {3/ia+ (3/^- 1) iS} 

+ a;' (/S* (3/4-2) + 3a/8 (2/^ - 1)} + ... 

Put /[A (/i, — 1)* = ; wo have then /tt = 0, or /ia = 1 ; the 
former value of /i will lead to the asymptote coinciding with 
the axis of x which we have already found. The value /^ = 1, 
makes the coefficient of a? in the above expression vanish ; 
we therefore equate to zero the coefficient of a?, putting fi = l 
in it. We thus obtain /8*+ 3ay8 = ; hence, ^8 = 0, or /S = - 3a. 
Therefore we have for the equations to asymptotes y = a?, and 
y = a: - 3a. 

It will be observed that the conclusions of this Chapter all 
hold whether the axes be rectangular or oblique. 

EXAMPLES. 

Find the asymptotes of the following curves : 

1. y'(a? — 2a) = aj' — a'. Result a? = 2a; y= ± (a? + a). 

2a 

2. y' = a?'(2a-a;). Besult y = -a: + -^. 

o 

3. }/{a*-{-oi^) = a*{a-x). Result y = 0. 
^- y'(ay + ia;)=ay +iV. Result y = — x + 2a. 

5. y^={x-ay(x-c). Result y = a?- J (2a + c). 

6. xy^ + yx^^aK Result a; = 0; y = 0; y = -.«:. 

7. a^V =r a' (a;* - y*). -Re^wZ^ y-±a. 
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8. 4a;'=(a + 3a?) (aj' + j/*). 

Result 3^ = ±(5-3^)andcr = -?. 

Result a; + a = 0, y + 6 = 0, ^ = a; + 6 — a. 

10. (y-2a?) (2^'-a:')-a(y-a;)' + 4a'(a; + y) = a'. 

^C5M?^. 3^ = a:, y + a; = — , y-2a: = - . 

11. y\x--yY'\-ax^{x-y)-ZaY-a^ = ^' 

Result y = a; + ^ (1 ± V13). 

12. a; (jc* - a') - 2y (y^ -- oT) = 3xf + a'. 

Result 2y = x, y-\-x—a = 0, y + x + a = 0. 

13. x^x-yY-a' {x^ + y") = 0. 

Result x = ±a,- y=^x±a \/2. 

14. (y-a;)'*(x''-a') = a*. 

15. y - 3/a? + 4a^ + a/ + aojy - 6 cw?^ + 2 6'a; - i^y + c' = . 

16. If a curve of the third degree be refen'od to two asymp- 

totes as axes, shew that its equation will be of the form 

xy {ax -hby + c) + ax + Vy + c = 0, 
and that the equation to the third asymptote will be 
axi-hy + c^O. 
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CHAPTER XX, 

TANGENTS AND ASYMPTOTES OF CURVES REFERRED TO 
POLAR CO-ORDINATES. 

278. If we have the equation to a curve expressed in 
terms of x and y, we may transform it to one between polar 
co-ordinates by assuming a? = r cos and y = r sin Q, Thus 
r becomes a function of d, and the equation to a curve in polar 
co-ordinates takes the form r =/(^), or F (r, 6) = 0. In this 
case the curve is called a polar curve or spiral; r is called the 
radius vector and the vectorial angle. 

The angle (-^/r) which the tangent to a curve makes with the 
axis of a: is given by the equation 



tanV^ = ^, (Art. 257). 



Hence, by Art. 201, 



tant=--^ 



dr 
^m6 -Th-\-rco^d 
au 



cos^:^— rsin^ 
au 



279. Expression for the angle included between the radius 
vector at any point of a curve, and the tangent to the curve at 
thatpoint 




Let P be a point in a curve, the polar co-ordinates of which 
are r and 6, 8 being the pole. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



POLAR FORMULA 306 

Let Q be another point, the co-ordinates of which are 
r+Ar, and + A0, 

Draw PL perpendicular to 8Q, then 
PL = rsmA0, 
JjQ = r + Ar — r COS Ad ; 

.1 ^ X T/\n r sin Ad 

therefore tan LQP^ ——r r-^ . 

^ r+Ar — r cos Ad 

Let Q move along the curve to P; the limiting position 
of QP is by definition the tangent to the curve at P; let this 
be PT. The limit of the angle i ^P will be the angle SPT; 
call this angle <}), then 

tan 6 = the limit of — -— r r-^ 

^ r + Ar — r cos Ad 

when Ad and Ar are indefinitely diminished. 

r sin Ad 

^ r sin Ad • _ Ad 

r + Ar — r cos Ad ~„ . .Ad 

2rsm*— - . 
^,Ar 

Ad ■*■ Ad 

The limit of — r-^- is 1. 
Ad 

Ar uf* 

The limit of ^ is denoted by -^ . 

o . ,Ad . Ad 

2sm«— sm— ^^ 

The limit of ^ , that is, of i x sin — , is zero. 

Therefore tan ^ =r r -^ . 

T. D. c. X 
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280. The result of the last Article may also be obtained 
thus; 

sin ^ -jg + r cos ^ 

tanPTIc- ^ , (Ai-t. 27S), 

cos^^ — r sin^ 

PSx=^0; therefore 

sin^ ^ + r cos ^ 

J — tan^ 

cos a Tg — r sin a ,^ 

tan 8PT= /J "^^dr^^ reduction, 

tan ^[ sin ^ 3^+rcos^) 

1 + — L-^2 L 

COS ^ ^ — r Sin ^ 
281. To find the polar equation to the tangent to a curve. 




Let iSP= r, PSx = ^, be the polar co-ordinates of the point 
of contact. 

Let 8Q = /, Q8x = 0', be the polar co-ordinates of a point 
Q in the tangent line. From the triangle 8PQ, we have, 
putting 8PQ = <l>, 

r ^ sin 8QP ^ sin (0- •\-4>) 
r' Bin SPQ sin^' 

= sin {0-0) cot<^ + cos {0-0). 

But tan (f)=:r-T'; 
therefore J = J |^sin(d-^) + cos (d~^) (1). « 
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. This result niay be written, 

r'~rsin(d-^) = r' (2). 

If we put - = w, and —, = u\ then 
^ r r 

1 dr __du 

^?dd"dd' 

Hence, dividing both sides of (1) by r, we obtain 
i4'=wcos(^-flO-^sm(^-^), 

or u' = u cos {6' - ^) + 3^ sin {0' - 0). 

282. To find the polar equation to the normal at any point 
of a curve. 

Let 5fP=r, P8x = 0, 

8N=r\ N8x = 0', 

^ being any point in the normal ; then 
SN~ sin SFJSf 



Bin 



(5-*) 



therefore -, = sin (5' - ^) tan ^ + cos {0' - 0) 
= sin(^-^)^^ + cos(^'-^). 
This may be written 



and may be transformed into 



u' = ttcos {ff-0)^ ^'£^^° (^'" ^)- 



X2 
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283. The polar equations in Arts. 281 and 282, may also 
be derived from the rectan^ar equations to the tangent 
and normal of Arts. 257 and 258, by transforming these to 

polar co-ordinates, using the value of -r- given in Art 278. 

284. From B draw 8Y perpendicular to the tangent PI^j 
then 




Qv • az>T r tan 5Pr 



V(l + tan«/SfPr)* 
Hence, if /SF =^, we have 

^,=P+-,cof^pr=-.+-,(^j 

285. From S draw fl^^at right angles to the radius vector 
SPi then 8T is called the 'polar suhtangent; its value is 

rtamSPT, that is r^^j-. 
ar 

286. Since an asymptote is a tangent which remains at 
a finite distance from the origin when the point of contact 
moves oflF to an infinite distance, if a polar curve has an 
asymptote, 8P or r must be infinite while 8T remains finite. 
Hence to determine the asymptotes to a polar curve, we must 
first find those values of 0, if any, which make r infinite. 
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Suppose a such a value of ^; if for this value of the polar 
Bubtangent r^-^- is w finite, there is no corresponding asymp- 
tote. If r' -v- be finite there is an asymptote which may be 

constructed thus : conceive a straight line drawn from 8 at 
an angle a to the initial line ; draw from 8 a second straight 

line at right angles to the first, to the right of it, if r' ^ be 

j/% 
positive, and to the left of it, '^ r^-r- be negative, and equal 

in length to r*~y-; through the end of this second straight 

line draw a straight line parallel to the first, and it will be 
the required asymptote. 

The terms right and left in the above rule are to be under- 
stood with respect to the straight line first drawn, the eye 
being supposed to look along that line from 8, The reason 
of the rule must be collected from the figure of Art. 284 and 
the general principle of the interpretation of signs; that 

figure makes r increase with 6, and therefore ^;7- is positive. 

If we draw a figure in which r diminishes when increases, 

dr 
so that -y^ and the polar subtangent are negative, we shall 

find that 8T falls to the left of 8P. 

287. Example. r^-^. 

^ Bm0 

Here r is infinite when is any multiple of tt. 
., dr _ a (sin ff — ^ cos g) 

^^ dd" Bm'0 ' 

therefore ^ -r = 



dr Bin0—0cos0' 

Hence, when sin ^ = 0, the value of the polar subtangent 

a0 
is 



cos^' 
When = Tr, the polar subtangent = am 
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When = 2^, the polar subtangent = — 2a7r, 
and generally when ^= mtt, the polar subtangent = (— l)*^wa7r. 

To draw the first asymptote, for which ^ = tt, the eye must 
be supposed to look from 8 along the direction opposite to 
8Xf and then measure from 8 at right angles to 8x and 
towards the right, a straight line in length air ; a straight 
line drawn parallel to the initial line and at a distance air 
from it is the required asymptote. 

To draw the second asymptote, for which ^ = 27r, the eye 
must be supposed to look along 8xy and then measure to the 
left (since the subtangent is negative) a length ^atr. Hence 
the asymptote is parallel to the initial line at a distance 2a7r 
from it, and above the initial line. 

Proceeding in this way we find an infinite number of 
asymptotes parallel and equidistant, and all above 8x. 

If we ascribe to 6 negative values, we shall in like manner 
obtain a series of asymptotes all parallel to 8xy and equi- 
distant, lying below 8x. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. In the curve r = a sin ^, shew that <^ = ^. 

2. Determine the points in the curve r = a (1 + cos 0) at 

which the tangent is parallel to the initial line. 

3. Shew that in the curve rd^a the polar subtangent is 

of constant length. 

4. In the curve r (ae*.+ 5e"^) = ah, the length of the polar 

subtangent is -^^-gp. 

6. In any conic section, the focus being the pole, the locus 
of the extremities of the polar subtangents is ^ straight 
line at right angles to the axis major. 

6». Find the angle between the radius vector and tangent 
at any point of an ellipse, (1) the focus being the pole, 
(2) the centre being the pole. Determine in each case 
when the angle is a maximum. 
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7. If r = a(l — cos^, then ^=o» p^Sasin'-, and the 


polar subtangeijt = 2a sin' - tan - . 

2 2 

8. If r' cos 25 jE a*, shew that sin ^ = -^ . 

9. If / = a'cos25, shew that ^ = ^ + 2ft 



10. If r =^ a sec' - shew that the locus of T is a parabola, 

o * 

See the figure in Art 284. 

11. If r = a (1 + cos 0), shew that the locus of Y is deter- 

mined by r = 2a f cos - j . 

12. If r' = a' cos 20, shew that the locus of Y is determined 

by r* = a' Tcos — j . 

13. Shew that the curve r cos 5 = a cos 20 has an asymptote 

having for its equation r cos 5 = — a. , 

14. Shew that the curve (r — a) sin 5 =p 6 has an asymptote 

having for its equation r sin 5 = &. 

15. Determine the asymptotes of the curve r cds^5 = d. 

16. Determine the asyniptotes of the curve 

rshi45 = asin^A > 



. i 1 i ' r . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 312 ) 
CHAPTER XXL 

CONCAVITY AND CONVEXITY. 

288. The terms ' concave' and ' convex' are commonly not 
defined in works on the Diflferential Calculus, but are used 
in their ordinary sense. The following definition however 
has been given : "A curve is said to be concave at one of its 
points with respect to a given straight line, when in passing 
from that point its two branches are initially included within 
the acute angle formed by the given straight line and the 
tangent to the curve at that point. When, on the contrary, 
the two branches are initially outside this angle, the curve is 
said to be convex at this point with respect to the straight 
line." 

289. To find a test of the convexity or concamty of a 
curve. 

Let P be a point in a curve whose co*ordinates are x, y. 





Draw the tangent at P; then if at the point P the curve be 
comex to the axis of x, the ordinates of the curve cor- 
responding to the abscissae x±h must be greater than the 
corresponding ordinates of the tangent at P, when h has any 
value contained between some finite limit and zero ; if the 
curve be concave, the ordinates of the curve must be less than 
the ordinates of the tangent. This may be deduced from the 
defimtion of Art. 288 ; or if we omit that definition it must 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONCAVITY AND CONVEXITY. 313 

still be taken as a consequence of the meaning of the terms 
concave and convex. 

Let jfi denote the ordinate of the cuive corresponding 
to the abscissa a? + A, and y^ the corresponding ordinate to 
the tangent at P. If y = {x) be the equation to the curve, 
we have 

y,= ^(ar)+Af(a!)+|"f'(a: + ^A). 

And since the equation to the tangent at P is 

Y-y = 4,'{x){X-x). 
we have 

therefore ^i " ^2 = "o ^" (^ "*" ^^) • 

This, if we take h small enough, will have the same sign 
as <f>"(x) ; and therefore the curve is convex to the axis of 
X if (l}'{x) be positive, and concave if ^" {x) be negative. 



"We have supposed in the figures that the curve is above the 
axis of x. If it be below the axis of x, then —y^ and — y^ are 
the numerical values of the ordinates, and the curve is convex 
if — ^j H-y, be positive, that is, if ^"(a?) be negative, and con- 
cave if ^"{x) be positive. 

Both cases may be included in one enunciation, thus, "A 

curve is convex or concave to the axis of x according as y -v^ 

Mil/ 

is positive or negative.** 

290. Definition. A point of inflexion is a point at 
which a curve cuts its tangent at that point. 

To find the conditions for the existence of a point of 
inflexion. Let y=^(f>{x) be the equation to a curve ; let 
a?, y, be the co-ordinates of a point in a curve, and x-hh, y,, 
the co-ordinates of an adjacent point. Let the tangent of 
the curve at the point (x, y) be drawn, and let y, be the 
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ordinate of this tangent corresponding to the abscissa a? + A, 
Then 

therefore yi - yi = g" ^ " (^ + ^*)- 

Hence, if <f>'(x) be not zero, the sign of y, — y, "will, if 
h be small enough, be the same as that of 9 (a?), whether 
h be positive or negative, and the curve cannot cut its 
tangent. Therefore if there be a point of inflexion, we must 
have ^"(x) = 0. Suppose this condition satisfied, then 

and this expression changes its sign when h does, provided 
<^'"(a7) be not zero. K ^'"(^) ^^ zero, it may be shewn that 
4>"\x) must also vanish ; and generally if for a certaia value 
of X several of the successive differential coefficients of y 
vanish, beginning with the second, there is fi point of in- 
flexion if the first differential coefficient that does not vanish 
is of an odd order. 

Since generally at a point of inflexion -y^ vanishes while 
r 8 ^ finitet -rk changes its sign. For -A is the diffe- 
rential coefficient of -7^ ; therefore, by Art. 8.9, if t-=^ be 
positive -T^ increases with x, and if -j^ be negative -t— 
decreases as x increases. Hence -t4 must pass from negative 
to i)ositive if -r^ be positive, and from positive to negative if 
—I be negative. . ; 
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291. In the above figure P, Q, B, are points of inflexion 
for the curves passing through them. At P there is a change 
from concavity to convexity with respect to the axis of w. 
At Q there is a point of inflexion, but the curve on both 
sides of Q is convex to the axis of x. This agrees with 

Art. 289 ; since, if y and -74 l>oth change sign, no change 

occurs in the sign of their product. At B we have a point 



<^y : 



d'y 



of inflexion at which -r- is infinite and therefore also -j^ 
ax ooj 

is infinite by Art. 113, a case which the investigation in 

Art. 290 does not include. We should therefore in any 

example ascertain if -v^ can become infinite, and if so we 

must examine that case specially. We may trace the curve 
in the neighbourhood of that point, or we may examine the 

sign of -i~ for values of x diflFering slightly from that which 

gives rise to the infinite value, and thus determine if the curve 

is concave or convex near the point in question. 

If we consider y as the independent variable, we may shew 

in the manner of the preceding Articles, that a curve is convex 

d^x . 
or concave to the axis of y, according as x -v-i is positive or 

negative, and that at a point of inflexion -t-j must vanish and 

y fHii 

change its sign. This is often useful in «»8cs in which -7^ 
becomes infinite. 

292. The connexion between ^-^ and the concavity or 
convexity of a curve, may also be shewn thus. 
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Let PX, QM, BN, be three equidistant ordinates. Draw 
the chord PR meeting QM at K 
Let y — 4^{x) be the equation to the 
curve; x, y, the co-oniinates of P; 
iJf = MN^ h. K the curve be cort" 
cave to the axis of a, QMia greater 
than EM; and therefore 2QM 
greater than 2HM, that is, greater 
thB.n PL -h EN. Hence 

^ (a? + 2h) — 2^ (a? + A) + ^ (x) is negative, 

and therefore also -^^-^ ^ ^j^ — -^-^^-^ is negative. 

Let h diminish indefinitely, and it follows by Art. 127, 
that <f>"{x) is negative. Similarly, if the curve be convex 
to the axis of x, then <f>''{x) is positive. 

293. "We will briefly indicate another method by which 
the results of this Chapter are sometimes obtained. It is either 
deduced from some definition of concavity and convexity, or 
given as the definition of those words, that y being supposed 

positive, a curve is convex to the axis of a?, if -^ be increasing, 
that is, if ;y^ be positive, and concave if -^ be decreasing, that 
IS, if ^ be negative. 

Also a point of inflexion may be defined as a point where 
the curve changes from being concave to being convex, or 

vice versa. Hence -r^ must change sign at a point of inflexion. 

A point of inflexion may also be defined as a point at 
which the inclination of the tangent to the axis has a maxi- 
mum or minimum value. Since when this angle has a maxi- 
mum or minimum value, so also has its tangent, we must 

have -^ a maximum or minimum at a point of inflexion. 
Hence ~ must change sign. 
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294. A curve referred to polar co-ordinates is said to be 
concave or convex to the pole at any point, according as the 
curve in the neighbourhood of that point does, or does not, lie 
on the same side of the tangent as the pole. 

If p be the perpendicular from the pole on the tangent at 
a point whose co-ordinates are r, 0, it will be seen from a 
figure, that if the curve be concave to the pole, p increases if 

r increases, and decreases if r decreases : hence ■—■ must be 

dr 

positive. Similarly if the curve be convex to the pole -^ must 

be negative* Thus at a point of inflexion -j- must change 

sign. 

295. Since ^ = u* + (^V, Art. 284, 
1 dp^_.f j,^^\ ^ 

"p'Wv'^ddJdd' 



therefore 
therefore 



*-K"4;)- 



du 



But ^? = ^^ = -J:^P 

dr du dr r* du 






Hence, at a point of inflexion we must have generally 
u + ^ changing its sign. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Ify= M . ^ '> there is a point of inflexion at the origin, 

a T •I' 

and also when x^±a V3. 

2. Ify=— y ^, there is a point of inflexion when 

a \ic ■■" a) 

a? = - a (^2 - 1). 
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3. If y (a*— J*) = 0? (a? — a)* — a?J*, there is a point of inflexioa 

when 0? ^ -T- • Is there a point of inflexion when 

4. If 2— //__ — \ there is a point of inflexion when 



3a 



fx — a\* 



5. If ^ =s — , 4- ( j , there is a point of inflexion when 

fl? = a. 

6. If ar = logy, there is a point of inflexion when a; = 8. 

7. If oaj* — a;*y— a'y = 0, there is a point of inflexion when 

8. If ^ = ./ L ^ J , there is a point of inflexion when 



a 
a? = - . 
2 



a: 



9. If a;y = a* log - , there is a point of inflexion when 



a? = ae% 



a 



10. Find the point of inflexion on the curve, 

{y - 2 i/{a*x)Y = 4aa:. Result x = f-J a. 

11. If y{a^ + a*)=^a^{a—x), there are three points of in- 

flexion which lie on a straight line. 

12. If r = ^ — ;r , there is a point of inflexion when ^ =— . 

13. If r = J . ^, there is a point of inflexion when 

r = J{-n(n+l)}*. 
14 If a? = a (1 — cos^), and y = a (n^ + sin ^), there is a 
point of inflexion when cos ^ = — . 
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SINGULAB POINTS. 



296. Under the common title of *' Singular Points " are 
included all thpse points on a curve which oflfer any sin- 
gularity depending on the curve itself and independent of 
the position of the co-ordinate axes. We proceed to define 
the diflferent singular points and to investigate the conditions 
of their existence. 

Points qf Inflexion. 

297. These points have been considered in Arts. 288 . . .295 ; 
the condition for their existence is that -t4 should change 
sign. 

Multiple Points. 

298. Definition. A multiple point is a point through 
which two or more branches of a curve pass. 

Let ^ (a;, y) = be an equation in a rational form ; by 
Art. 177 

#+#^=0 (1). 

dx dy dx ^ 

Now since two or more branches of a curve pass 
through a multiple point, it will be possible to draw more 

than one tangent to the curve at that point ; hence -^ must 

admit of more than one value. But since the equation 

(^> y) ~ ^ ^s supposed rational^ -? and -^ will each have 

but one value for the given values of x and y. Hence from 
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equation (1) it follows that -^- cannot have more than one 
value unless both 

dan ay 

These then are the conditions for the existence of a mul- 
tiple point If values of x and y can be found which satisfy 
these equations and the equation to the curve, then for such 
values of x and y we have, by Art. 181, 

^H.2-^^+^f^Y=.0 (2). 

die* dxdydx dy* \dx/ ^ '' 

From this quadratic equation we can find two values of -r- , 

and thus determine two tangents which can be drawn through 
the multiple point. In this case the multiple point is called 
a double point. 

If the above equation assumes an indeterminate form by 

the vanishing of -y^, -j-^, a^d -— , for the values of 

X and y under consideration, we have, by Art. 184, 

Pi + Z^ f + s/^J^/)\pff)U (3). 

dx^ do^ dy dx dxdy* \dx/ df \dx) 

This cubic equation gives three values of -^ ; if they are 

all real, three tangents to the curve pass through the point 
under consideration ; the point is then called a triple point. 
If the equation (3) assumes an indeterminate form by the 

vanishing of the coefficients of the different powers of ^- , we 

must proceed iothiQ fcmrth derived equation from <^ (a;, y) =0, 

and we thus obtain a biquadratic equation for determining -^. 

299. If the two values of -^ furnished by equation (2) of 

Art. 298 are equal, the two branches which pass through the 
point in question have a common tangent at that point. 
In this case, however, the method by which we have arrived 
at equation (2) is not satisfactory, because in obtaining it we 
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have assumed -^ to have more than, one value. But as in 
ax 

this case two different branches of the curve pass through 

the same point, there will generally be two different values 

of ^; by Art. 181, 

da? dx dy dx dy^ \dx) dy da? ' 
and since ^ (a;, y) is rational, each of the differential coefficients 

of ^ has only one value ; hence if -^ be different from zero 

-yK can have only one valtie. But, by supposition tK has 
^ d6 . ^^ 

more than one value; therefore ^- = is the condition that 

must hold at the point where two branches touch. Since 

1^ = 0, it follows from (1) of Art. 298 that ^ also = 0. 

d?y 
If ~ should have two equal values, then the reasoning 

. . d?y 

of this Article may be applied to ^ and the third derived 

equation of <f>{x,y)^0\ and the same result as before may 
be deduced. 

Points where two or more values of -^ are iequal are 

called " Points of Osculation." 

300. Example. Let y^ - a;' (1 - a?') = 0. 

Here ^ = 2y, g = -2a.(l-a.«)+2a^. 

Hence a? = 0, y = 0, are the co-ordinates of a point which 
may be a double point. Equation (2) of Art. 298 becomes 



-0-«. 



therefore ^ = ± 1, and there is a double point. 

We may in this case put the given equation in the form 

y^±x^/{l•':^), 

T. D. C. Y 
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and from this we see that for values of x comprised between 
and 1, both positive and negative, y is possible, and that 
there are two values of y for every value of a?. When aj = 
the two values of y become equal ; but since 

S = ±V(i-.-)T^^-. 

we see that when a: = there are two values of -j- . Hence, 

instead of clearing an equation of radicals so as to bring 
it into a rational form, and then applying the method of 
Art 298, we may often detect a multiple point more easily 
by observing what values of x make one of the radicals in the 
value of y vanish. 

Ctups. 

301. Definition. A cusp is a point of a curve at which 
two branches meet a common tangent and stop at that point 
If the two branches lie on opposite sides of the common 
tangent, the cusp is said to be of the first species ; if on the 
tame side, the cusp is said to be of the second species. 

Since a cusp is really a multiple point, if a cusp exist in 
the curve ^ (a?, y) = at any point, we must have 

g.O, a.d^* = 0, 

at that point. To distinguish a cusp from an ordinary mul- 
tiple point, we must trace the curve in the vicinity of the 
point in question. 

Example. Let (cy-6x)»-^^^^=0 (1). 

a 

Here when a; = a and y = — we have the equation to the 
curve satisfied and also 

Fatting the given equation in the form 
hx ^l /fCaj-a)') 
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we see that y is impossible so long as x is less than a, and 
that when x is greater than a there are two values of y for 
every value of x. When a? = a the radical in y vanishes, 
and the two values of y become equal ; at the same time 

•^ has only one value, namely - . Hence there is a cusp. 

In the figure, A represents the cusp ; the straight lino OA 

has for its equation y = — ; and 

since of the two values of y given 

by equation (2), one is greater and 

ox 
the other less than — , it is obvious 
c 

that the two branches lie on op- 

posite sides of OA, and the cusp 

at -4 is of the first species. Generally the cusp is of the first 

species if the two values of -r^ indefinitely near to the point 

are of contrary signs, and of the second species if they are of 
the same sign. 

Cusps of the first species have been called *' keratoid cusps," 
and of the second " rhamphoid cusps." 

Conjugate Points. 

302. Definition. A conjugate point is an isolated point 
the co-ordinates of which satisfy the equation to the curve. 
For example, let 

Here the values a?= 0, y = 0, satisfy the equation to the curve, 
but no branch of the curve passes through the point thus 
determined, y being impossible for all other values of x com- 
prised between — a and a. Hence the origin of co-ordinates 
is a conjugate point in this curve. 
In the above example, since 

we find that the value of -^ is impossible when a? = ; but -^ 

T2 
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may be possible at a conjugate point ; for example, suppose 

Here, when a? == 0, we have ^ss ; but the origin is a con- 
jugate point, since a: = 0, y = 0, satisfy the equation, and y 
is impossible for all other values of x between — a and a. In 

like manner -j^ or any number of the diflferential coefficients 

of y may be possible at a conjugate point, but they cannot be 
aU possible, for if they were we should have nothing to dis- 
tinguish the point in question from an ordinary point of the 
curve. 

To find the condition for the existence of a conjugate point 
Since at a conjugate point the values of the differential 
coefficients of y cannot be all possible, let the n^ differential 
coefficient of y be the first that is impossible. Suppose the 
equation to the curve to be put in a rational form, and 
denoted by <^ {x, y) = 0. Take the n^ derived equation; we 
have 

#^y^ +1^ = 

dy dx* dx*" ' 

where the terms not written down contain differential coeffi- 
cients of ^ with respect to x and y, and also differential 
coefficients of y with respect to x of orders inferior to the h^. 

If then ^ be not zero the value of -^-^ furnished by the 

above equation will be possible ; hence -^ = is a necessary 

condition for the existence of a conjugate point ; but 
d^^d^dy^^ 
dx dy dx ' 

therefore also -^ = 0, 

, dx 

303. It appears from the preceding Articles that if 
^(^*y)=^ be the equation to a curve, we must have at 
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an ordinaxy multiple pointy at a cusp, and at a conjugate 
point, 

^ = 0. and^ = 0. 
dx ay 

Hence, whenever we have found values of x and y which 
satisfy these three equations, we must, by examining the 
particular curve, and tracing it in the vicinity of the point 
in question, determine what species of singular point exists. 

We now pass to some other singular points which occur 
but rarely, and, as the student will find by experience, never 
present themselves in curves the equations to which are of an 
algebraical form. See Art. 6. 

Points d'arrU. 

304. A point d'arr^t is a point at which a single branch 
of a curve suddenly stops. 

Example. Let y^x log x. 
Here when a; = we have y = ; but if a? be negative, y 
becomes impossible. Hence the origin is o, point d'arrit. 
_i 

Again, suppose y^e *. 
Here if ^ be made indefinitely small and positive, we have y 
approaching the limit zero ; but if a? be negative and indefi- 
nitely small, y is indefinitely great. 




Hence the curve has the form represented in the figure, the 
origin being s, point d'arr^; the dotted line is an asymptote 
having for its equation y = 1. 
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305. A point saiUant is a point at which two branches of 
a curve meet and stop without having a common tangent 

Example. Let y = 1 , 

1 

therefore v- == j-H j— • 

1 + ei fl?(l+e5)» 
Here, if 4J be positive and approach zero as its limit, we have 
ultimately .y = and ^^ = ; but 
if X be negative^ we have ultimately 

y = and V^ = 1. Hence at the . — . ^ 

^ dx Ao ac^ 

origin two bi*anches meet, one 

having the axis of x as its tangent, 

and the other inclined to the axis 

of X at an angle of 45^ 

Branches Pointillees. 

306. If a curve has an infivite number of conjugate points, 
that series of points is called a branche pointilUe. 

For example, suppose y^ = xm^x\ for all positive values 
of x there are two possible values of y, but when x is nega- 
tive y is impossible, unless a? be a multiple of tt. Hence we 
have an infinite number of conjugate points lying on the axis 
of X and forming a branche pointilUe^ 



EXAMPLES. 

1. If ay = aV — a;* there is a multiple point at the origin. 

2. In the following curves there is a point of inflexion at 

the origin : 

y = sina:; y = a;cosa:; y = tanaj; ys=a;*tana:. 

3. The following curves have cusps at the origin : 

y' = a:»; (y-aj)* = aj»; {y^xy^x\ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SINGULAR POINTS, EXAMPLES. 327 

4. If y=^ {oc) + (a?— a) ^ F{x), when a? = a, there is a cusp 

of the first kind if -^ — be greater than 1 and less 

2v + 1 
than 2, and a cusp of the second kind if -^ — be 

greater than 2. 

5. The curve y'= (a? — a)'(a; — c) has a cusp of the first 

kind at the point a? = a. 

6. The curve (ary + If +(a?-l)'(a;-2) = has a cusp of 

the first kind at the point a? = 1. 

7. The curve y — J = (a? — a)* + (a? — a)* has a cusp of the 

second kind at the point x = a. 

8. The curve x^ — 2aaj*y — axi/ + aV = has a cusp of the 

second kind at the origin. 

9. The curve x* — ax^y — axy^ + c?^ = has a conjugate 

point at the origin. 

10. The curve a;* - 203/" - 3ay - 2a V + a* = has a double 

point when a; = ± a, and -%"^ then = ± Vf ; also a double 

point when y=^^a, and ^"^ then = + Vf . 

11. If ay* = (aj — (if {x — J), when x = a there is a conjugate 

point if a be less than 5, a double point if a be greater 
than by and a cusp if a = &. 

12. Shew that the curve ay^ — a;' + Ja?* = has a conjugate 

point at the origin, and a point of inflexion when 

X=^j. 

13. Find the points of inflexion in the following curves : 
y«(H-a^) = (l-a: + a^)'; r'0=^a'; r0sin0=^a. 

14. Find the singular points in the following curves : 

(y + a? + l)»=(l-a?)'; y * - aajy* + a;* = ; 
y^==Qi? - a?*; y* + xy' + x^ {ay - ox) = 0. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

DIFFERENTIAL COEFFiaENTS OF AN ARC, AN AREA, 
A VOLUME, AND A SURFACE. 

307. The len^h of the arc of a curve APQ, reckoned 
from any fixed point A to the 
point P, is evidently a func- 
tion of the abscissa a of the 
point P. This function is 
often very difficult to deter- 
mine, but its differential co- 
efficient with respect to x can 
always be assigned. 

Let P, Q^ be two points on a curve ; 

a?, y, the co-ordinates of P ; 

X -f Aar, y + Ay, the co-ordinates of Q, 

Draw the ordinates PM, QN, and the tangent at P meet- 
ing QN at jB and Ox at T. 

Let AP=^8, AQ=^8 + A8. 

We assvme as an axiom, that the length As is greater than 
the chord J^Q, and less than PR + RQ. 

The chord PQ = >sJ[{AxY + (A^^)'}, 

PR = MN sec PTM=^ MN^(l + tsin'PTM) 

QR^y-^Ay-RN 

= y -f- Ay - (Paf+ Aa; tan PTif) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF AN ARC. 329 

therefore A^ lies between /^{{AxY + (Ayf} and 
therefore ^ lies between a/]i + [-^) \ ^^^ 

Now the limit of a/] 1 "^ (a ) f > when Ax is indefinitely 
dhninished, is 

yh(S)]- 

ihe«..ry{..(|)'}.^-|i3 

yh(l)'M-|.«Vh(l)}- 

The limit of -:— is, by definition, -j- : hence 
Ax '^ dx' 

i-y{'-(2)] (■)• 

Square and multiply by (-^-j , then 

-©■^(fT <^'- 

If X and y are each functions of a third variable t, since 

dx dy 

dx^dt J <^y _ ^i 

d* "" 3s ' ds^cHs^ 

di di 

-|»™'-<^).©'-(l)'-(S)' »)• 
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308. Of the axioms on which the preceding demonstra- 
tion is founded, the first will probably be readily granted ; 
the second is more diflScult, and will not be necessarily true 
if the arc be not concave towards the chord FQ throughout 
its extent It must be understood therefore, in stating it^ 
that the arc PQ must be taken so small that it is always 
concave towards its chord. 

There is another mode of arriving at the results given in 
Art. 307, which is preferred by some writers: they assert that 
no precise idea can be formed of the lengtii of an arc, except 
by regarding it as the limit of the perimeter of a polygon in- 
scribed in tliat arc, when the length of each side of the polygon 
is indefinitely diminished. If we adopt this definition of the 
length of an arc, we must shew that the limit mentioned 
does exist, and is the same in whatever manner we suppose 
the polygon inscribed, provided that each side is ultimately 
indefinitely diminished. 

Draw two chords dividing the whole arc we are consider- 
ing into two portions; then in each of these subdivisions 
place two chords dividing the whole arc into four portions ; 
in each of the last subdivisions place two chords, and so on. 
The perimeters of the polygons thus formed constitute a series 
continually increasing ; and as it is easy to see they cannot 
increase without limit, we prove the first point, namely, that 
there is a limit to the perimeter of the inscribed polygon when 
the length of each side is indefinitely diminished. 

Suppose now two polygons with indefinitely small sides 
inscribed in the curve, one of them being one of the series just 
considered, and the other described after any other law. Draw 
tangents to the curve at the angular points of both polygons, 
thus forming one polygon circumscribing the arc. Then it is 
easy to see that any chord of either polygon bears to the cor- 
responding portion of the circumscribing figure, a ratio which 
can be made as near to unity as we please by sufficiently . 
diminishing the length of each chord. Hence the perimeter of 
each inscribed figure bears to that of the circumscribed figure 
a ratio which is ultimately one of equality, and consequently 
the ratio of the perimeter of one inscribed figure to that of the 
other inscribed figure is ultimately one of equality. This 
proves the second point involved in the definition of the length 
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of an arc, namely, that the limit obtained is the same accord- 
ing to whatever law the polygons be inscribed. 

From this definition of the length of an arc it follows that 
the ultimate ratio of the length of an indefinitely small arc to 
its chord is one of equality, that is, 

309. Since secant PIb=Vjl + ^^U, 
we have cos PTx = j, r\^^ = -r- , 

and sin PTx = cos PTx tan PTx 

^dxdy ^ dy 
ds dx ds ' 

310. If x and y be expressed in terms of from the 
equations 

a: = r cos ^, y = r sin 5, 

ds _ ds dx 

dd'^dxcte 



we have 



^ \dxj j dd 



VI 
V{(S)"-^(S)]- 

But ^ = cos^^ — rsin^, 

dy . ^dr ^ 
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332 DIFFEBENTIAL COEFFICIENT OF AN ABC 

therefore g^^j^g) +r'J. 

We have shewn in Art 279, that 

tan^ = r^^. 

where (f> is the angle between the radius vector at the point 
whose polar co-ordinates are r, 0, and the tangent at that 
point. Hence 



dd ^d0 

. , dr dr dO 



VFMT 



Similarly cos ^ = ^ . 

These results may also be deduced immediately from the 

pr 

figure in Art. 279 ; for sin <f} is the limiting value of -p^^, 

^, ^ . ^ PL As . rsinAd A^ ^, ,. ,f^^ 

that IS, of -T-.rTT^ or of — .-777^. The umit of 

' As PQ As PQ 

rsinAtf . rdO , ^, ,. .. ^ A* . .. , 

— r IS -7—; and the Imiit of -7— r is unity: hence 

As ds ' PQ '' 

vdO 
sin ^ = -^ . Similarly the value of cos ^ may be found. 

ds 
311. The value of -j^, in Art 310, may also be obtained 

thus : 

Let P, Q, be points on a curve, and suppose 

SP^r, PSx^e, 

8Q = r + Ar, QSx^O + AO, 

Draw PL perpendicular to SQ, 
then 

PL = r sin A5, 
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2,^ = r + Ar — r COS Ad 

A o . 2A5 

= Ar+2rsin*-^. 

Also the chord FQ = V(Pi' + iQ'). 

From this, if we proceed according to the method of the 
preceding Articles, we shall arrive at 

312. If A denote the area contained between a curve and 
the axis of x, we have shewn in Art. 43 that 

dA 

313. To find the diflferential coefficient of the area of a 
curve referred to polar co-ordinates. 

Let A denote the area contained between the radius SP^ 
the radius SC drawn to some 
fixed point G on the curve, and 
the curve CP, Let A-4 denote 
the area PSQ. With centre S 
and radius 8P describe an arc 
meeting 8Q at L, and with 
centre B and radius 8Q describe 
an arc meeting 8P produced at 
M. Then ^A lies between P8L and Q8M, that is, between 

__and^^-^Ad; 

therefore -ta lies between — and - — - — '- . 
M 2 2 

Hence, proceeding to the limit, we have 

dA_r^ 

dO" 'A' 

314. Differential coefficient of thd volume of a solid of re- 
volution. 

Suppose the curve APQ in the figure of Art. 307 to 
revolve round the axis of x, and thus to generate a solid. 
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Let F denote the volume of a portion of this solid contained 
between two planes perpendicular to the axis Ox, one drawn 
through a fixed point A and the other through P. Let A V 
denote the volume of the solid contained between planes 
through P and Q perpendicular to the axis. The volume 
of a cylinder having MN for its axis and for its base the 
circular area formed by the revolution of PM round the axis 
Ox, is Try* Ax. The volume of a cylinder having MN for its 
axis and for its base the circular area formed by the revolu- 
tion of QN round Ox, is tt (y + Ay)* Ax. Hence A V lies 

AV 
between ttj^Ax and ir (y + Ay)"Aa?. Therefore -^ lies be- 
tween Try" and ir {y + Ay)\ Hence, proceeding to the limit, 
we have 

dV . 

315. Differential coefficient of the surface of a solid of re- 
volution. 

Let P, Q, be two points in a curve which by revolving 
round the axis Ox generates 
a solid of revolution. Let A 
be a fixed point on the curve, 
and suppose -4P = «, PQ=As. 
Let S denote the area of the 
surface formed by the revolu- 
tion of AP, and A 8 the area 
of the surface formed by the 
revolution of PQ. Draw Pit and Q 7 each equal to As and 
each pamllel to Ox. If PjB revolve round Ox it generates 
a cylinder, the surface of which is ^iryAs. If QT revolve 
round Ox it generates a cylinder, the surface of wliich is 
27r {y -I- Ay) As. We assume as an axiom that the surface 
generated by the arc PQ lies between the former and the 
latter. Hence AS lies between ^iryAs and 27r {y + Ay) As, 
and proceeding to the limit, we have 

dS ^ 



T -«/ 



therefore 



— =27r ^ 
dx ^ dx* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DIFFERENTIAL COEFFICIE^^TS. EXAMPLES. 335 



EXAMPLES. 

1. In the ellipse -r- — fj \~t^z~^] ' ^^^ if a? = a sin <^, 

— = a V(l — ^ sin' ^). 

2. In the parabola ^'= 4aa7, -r- = ^/ ( ] . 

3. In the circle -7- = - . 

ax y 

4. Find the differential coefficient of the arc of the curve 

Ream, -j---^ — 7. 
dx e**-l 

^. In the curve x^ + y^=a^j 3-=— r* 
^ ^ dx x^ 

6. In the curve r = a (1 + cos 5), -^^ = 2a cos - • 

ds 

7. In the curve r=^o?, ^^ = ^ V{1 + (log a)*}. 

8. In the curve r'=a* cos 2ft -^^ = - . 

a^ r 

9. In the curve r^aO, -j- = *^ ^ , 

dr a 

djx 
10. If e'*' = cosir, -T- = cosa?. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

CONTACT. CURVATURE. EVOLUTES AND INVOLUTES. 

316. Let y = ^(a?) be the equation to one curve, and 
y — '^ix) the equation to another ; then if ^ (a) = -^ (a) the 
curves intersect at the point whose abscissa is a. if more- 
over ^'(a) ='^'{a) the curves have a common tangent at the 
comihon point ; in this case they are said to have a contact 
of the first order. If moreover 9'(a) ='^"(a) the curves are 
said to have a contact of the second order. If <^(a) = '^(a), 
^'(a) ='^'{a), f (a) =^"(a), <^'"(a) = >;r'"(a), and so on up to 
^"(a) = '!(r"(a), the curves are said to have a contact of the 
ifi^ order at the common point. When we speak of two curves 
having contact of the rir^ order we imply that they have not 
contact of a higher order ; that is, with the preceding notation 
we imply that ^^""^^(a) is not equal to ^|r*'*^^(a). 

317. If two curves have at any point a contact of the 
n^ order, then in the vicinity of the common point no curVe 
can pass between them unless it has with both of them a 
contact of an order not lower than the n*^ For let .y = <^ {x) 
and y ^'^{oc) be the equations to two curves which have 
contact of the n^ order at the point x=^a; and let ^^ denote 
the ordinate in the former curve corresponding to the abscissa 
a + h, and y^ the ordinate in the latter curve corresponding to 
the same abscissa ; then, by Art. 92, 

y=^(a) + A^'(a)+i|f'(a)...+g^"(a)+^r'(a + ^4 
y.=i^(a)+Ai^'(a)+i|t"(a)...+j|^*(a)+j|^f"«(« + % 
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Hence, since the curves have contact of the n*^ order, 

y.-y,=|-^{r'(«+g^)-t'"'(«+gA)}. 

Now suppose y = y^{x) to be the equation to a third curve 
which has contact of the m^ order with the first curve at the 
point x = a; then if ys ~ X (^ + ^)» ^^ have 

If m be less than n we can give such a value to A as will 
render y, - y, less than y, — y^ for that value of h and all 
numerically inferior values both positive and negative. Hence 
in the vicinity of the common point the second curve is nearer 
to the first than the third is. 

In the above expressions denotes merely a proper fraction, 
and it is not necessarily the same proper fraction in the 
different cases. 

318. The expression for yi — i/^ in Art. 317, when h is 
sufficiently diminished, has the same sign as 

A-«{^»«(a)-f«(a)}, 

and therefore changes sign with A if w be even; therefore 
if two curves have contact of an even order they cross each 
other at the common point If two curves have contact of 
an odd order they do not cross each other at the common 
point. 

319. In order that a curve may have contact of the 
n^ order with a given curve, it appears from Art. 316 that 
w + 1 equations must be satisfied. Hence, if the equation 
to a species of curves contain n 4- 1 constants, we may, by 
giving suitable values to those constants, find the par- 
ticular curve of the species that has contact of the n^ order 
with a given curve at a given point. For example, the 
equation to a straight line is of the form y = 7nx + c ; since 
there are two constants, m and c, we may, by properly de- 
termining them, find the straight line which has contact of 
the first order with a given curve at a given point. If the 

T. D. c. Z 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CIRCLE OF CURVATURE. 



given curve be y=^{x), and the given point that whose 
co-ordinates are a; = a, y = ^ (a), then we must have 

ma + c = ^ (a), 
and m = ^'(a). 

Hence m and c are determined. 
If y = ^ (x) be the equation to a curve, then 

is the equation to a curve which has a contact of the n*^ order 
with the given curve at the point x=a. This may be easily 
verified. 

320. Circle of curvature. The general equation to a circle 
involves three constants ; hence at any point of a curve a circle 
may be found which has contact of the second order with the 
curve at that point. We proceed to determine the radius and 
the centre of such a circle. 

Definition. The circle of curvature at any point of a 
curve is a circle which has at that point a contact of the 
second order with the curve. 

Let (X-a)«+(r-iy = p* (1) 

be the equation to a circle, so that a, 6, are the co-ordinates 
of its centre and p its radius. From (1) by diflferentiating 
we have 



dY 



1 



x-a+cr-Djj-o 



(2). 



If this circle is the circle of curvature at the point {x, y) 
of a given curve, we must have 

Y=y 

dY^dji_ 

dX. dx 
drY d*y 
dX*~ dj? 



> 



(3). 
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339 



Hence, from (2), 






.(4). 



Therefore 



y-l^- 



da? 






da? 



.(5). 



By (1) and (5) we have 



,=iiiii' 



Hence the values of a, J, p, are found, and thus the position 
and the radius of the circle of curvature at any point of a 
curve are determined. 

In the value of p it will be proper in any particular 
example to give to the radical in the numerator the same 

sign as -^ has, so as to make p positive. Hence if y be 

positive and the curve concave to the axis of x we should put 

From the first of equations (4) we see that the point (a, 6) 
is on the normal to the riven curve at the point (a?, j^). 
The centre of the circle of curvature at any point is called 

z2 
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for shortness the "centre of curvature." Also the radius of 
the circle of curvature is called the " radius of curvature." 

If a straight line be drawn from any point of a curve in any 
direction the portion of this straight line which is intercepted 
by the circle of curvature at the assumed point is called the 
chord of curvature at the assumed point in the assumed 
direction. By the nature of a circle the length of the chord 
of curvature will be obtained by multiplying the diameter of 
the circle of curvature by the cosine of the angle between the 
chord of curvature and the common normal to the curve and 
the circle at the assumed point. 

321. K o be the perpendicular from the origin on the 
at tne 



tangent at the point (a?, y) of a curve, we have 

dy 



therefore — 






^ JTTTi 



Also, if ,f = a? + j^, 

dr dy 



dx-'^^^dx' 



uio dr 

From these values of ^ and -r-, and the value of p given 



in Art. 320, we see that. 



dp 1 dr 
dr 



dx p dx' 



and p ■= r 



dp* 
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322. If X and y be each a function of a third variable t, 
we have 

dt/ d^y dx d^x dy 

dy ^ d'^y Jdt^ di'"d^~dt 

dx^ dx da? ~ /^Y 

dt \dt) 

Using these values, we deduce 

^ d^y dx d^x dy ' 
rf? di^Wdi 

For example, if « = 5 the arc of the curve measured from 
some fixed point, then 

P^d^dx^d^dy (^^' 

ds^ ds ds^ ds 

since by Art. 307 {^)'+{f)= 1 (2). 

_ 1 d^ydx d^xdy ,^. 

^'""'^ r^'ds-i^i (^)- 

By differentiating (2) we obtain 

dx^ dyd}y ,. 

^^ds ds' ^ ds ds^ ^^' 

Square (3) and (4), and add ; thus 

From (3), by means of (4), we may also deduce 
d^y d^x 

p dx dy * 

ds ds 

323. If we put a = r cos 0, and y = r sin 0, we have from 
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Art 201 the Talues of -r- ctnd 3^. Substitute these values 
dx dor 

in the expression for p in Art 320^ and we find 



\d0) ~*'d^ 



r^ + ai 



Substitute these in the above value of p ; then 



. / ■ d'u\ 



This result may 


also be found thus : 


By Art. 


321 


_ dr _ 1 du 
^~ dp~ u* dp' 


By Art. 


284 


1 , , fdu\* 


therefore 
and 




1 dp f ^ d'u\ du 

--^dd^V^dWjTe' 

dp 8 / . ^^\ 


H AnPA 




1 


JLLtSUXAS 


' •'^'(-i) 






{-(S)T 




••(-H-S) • 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CONTACT OF PQLAB CURVES. 343 

The chord of curvature passing through the origin will be 
obtained by multiplying ^p by the cosine of the angle be- 
tween the radius vector and the normal to the curve at the 
point considered. (Art. 320.) Hence the chord of curvature 
through the origin 



2u^ + 2 



[deJ 



324 If yjr be the angle which the tangent at the point 
{Xy y) of a curve makes with the axis of a;, we have 

d^ d^ 

., , d-y^ da? dx da? 

therefore P = -tt . 

325. If two polar curves have a common point the polar 
co-ordinates of that point must satisfy the equations to both 
curves. If they have contact of the first order at that point 

the value of -^ is the same for both curves at that point, and 

^ dr 

hence, by Art. 201, the value of ^ is the same for both 

curves. If the curves have contact of the second order the 

d*V 
value of -r^ also is the same for both curves at the common 

point, and hence, by Art. 201, the value of -^ is the same 

for both curves at that point. Proceeding in this way, we 
see that if two curves have contact of the rC^ order at any 
point, if they are referred to polar co-ordinates, the values of 
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in$ -773* •••• js will be the same for both curves at the 
au atr cUr 

common point. 



Since 1, = ^ + 1,(^), 



326. 

P 

it follows from the last Article, that if two curves have con- 
tact of the first order the value oip will be the same for both 
curves at the common point. Also, since 

dp 
dp dd . , , dr -i d*r 

dr ^' ^ "^^^'^'^ ^^'y ^' 55' ^^ d^' 

dd 
it follows that if two curves have contact of the second order 

the value of -^ must also be the same for both curves at 
dr 

the common point. 

327. We may apply the preceding Article to establish the 
equation proved in Art. 321 as follows. 

If R be the radius vector of a point in a circle, 
P the perpendicular on the tangent, 
c the radius of the circle, 
h the distance of the centre from the origin, 
we have, from the properties of a circle, 
2cP=J2« + c'-J». 

Differentiating, c = jB -j-p . 

If this circle be the circle of curvature at a point in a 
curve having r for its radius vector and p for the perpen- 
dicular on the tangent, we have by the last Article, 

Ji = r, 

P = p. 

dP'dp' 
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therefore c = r -7- ; 

dr 
that is, the radius of curvature = r -,- . 

ap 

328. At a point where the radius of curvature is a maxi- 
mum or a minimum the circle of curvature has contact of t/te 
third order with the curve. 



Since p = 



I \dx . 
dx^ 



we have, when -^ = 0, 
ax 



3 



W) dx dx'X^\dx)]^' 



If in Art. 320 we differentiate the second of equations (2), 
we have 

dYd'Y d'Y . 

^dXdX'+^^-^^dX'^^- 



Hence 



(PY__dXdX^ 
dX'~ Y-b 



_ V(ur/ dx 

by equations (3) and (5) of that Article. In order that the 
circle of curvature may have contact of the third order with 
the curve at the proposed point, we must have 

d'Yd'y 
dX^^da?' 
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This is the relation we have already shewn to hold at 
points where the radius of curvature is a maximum or 
minimum. 

329. In the figure of Art 284 let SP^r and SY==j>; 
if p. denote the perpendicular from S on the tangent at Y 
to tne locus of Y, then will 

Let X, y, be the co-ordinates of P, 
x', y, the co-ordinates of Y; 

the^ A = — 77 TTTvT (1> 



TFWI 



The equation to the tangent at P is 

rj and ^ being the variable co-ordinates. 
Since the point Y is on the tangent, 

y-y = g(^'-^) (2). 

The equation to ^Fis V=^^ (3). 

But SYis perpendicular to PY, therefore 

d dy ^'^^• 

Combining (2) and (4), 

therefore yy •\-xx —y^-\-x^ (5). 

Differentiate (5), thus 

,dy dy* . dx' ^ ,dy . ^ ,dx 
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This by (4) reduces to 

(2.'-.)J'+(2/-,)|'=0. 



therefore "'"^ ^^ ^ 



dy _ 2x — i 
dx'"'2y -y' 



Substitute in (1), and we obtain 

_ x- + y^ _p^ 

330. DEFiNmoN. The evolute of a plane curve is the 
locus of the centre of curvature ; a curve when considered 
with respect to its evolute is called an involute. 

If x\ y\ be the co-ordinates of the centre of curvature at 
the point (x, y) of a curve, we have by Art. 320, 

»-:t'+(y-rtg.O. (I), 

' + (l)"^(»-rtS-o ....(-'). 

By means of the equation to the curve y, -^, and -t4 can be 

expressed in terms of x ; hence from the above equations we 
can, by eliminating Xy obtain a relation between x and y 
which is the equation to the evolute. From the above equa- 
tions, X and y may be considered functions of x ; diflferen- 
tiating the first, we have 

^^\dxj^^y y^dx' d^ dxdx-^' 
By means of (2) this gives 

dx^j^dj/^dy ^^ 

dx dx dx 

therefore i + ^^ = 

dx ax 



(3), 

w. 
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Hence (1) may be written 

which shews that the point (a;, y) is situated on the tangent to 
the evolute at the point (x', y'). Also (1) shews that the 
point {xy y) is on the normal to the curve at the point (a;, y). 
Hence the normal at any point of an involute is a tangent at 
the coiTesponding point of the evolute. 

331. If p be the length of the radius of curvature at the 
point (ar, y) of a curve, and x\ y' the co-ordinates of the centre 
of curvature, we have 

p'=(a:-a:r + (y-y')'. 

As X and y are functions of a:, so also is p \ hence differen- 
tiating we have 

(-^-)(.-^).(,-rt(i-i)=.|. 

By means of equation (1) of the preceding Article this gives 



dx . I \dx)'^\dx) [^.1^ 
^•-y-^\{x-xY+{y'-yr\ -pdx' 



From equations (1) and (3) of the preceding Article we obtain 

dx 
X —x y 

8 being the length of the arc of the evolute. See Art. 307. 
Hence, by (1), 

therefore £==±£ • (^)- 

Since ^^, ^^ = 0, we have, by Art 102, 

«' T p = some constant, say Z. 
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Let ABC be the given curve, and A'B'C the evolute, 




BB being the radius of curvature of the given curve JEit By 
and CO' at G. Then if A be the fixed point on the evolute 
from which the arc is measured, we have 

A'B^B'B^h 

A'B'C'+C'C^l, 

therefore SC^BB'--CC\ 

Hence, if a flexible string of length I be fastened at A' and 
placed in contact with the evolute A'BG\ then, as the string 
is unwound from the evolute^ the free end of it will describe 
the involute CBA, From this property the names evolute 
and involute are obtained. 

In the figure as 8 increases p diminishes and we have 
5' -f /o = a constant ; if s' be measured in the direction from C 
towards A\ then s' and p increase together and we have 
«' — p = a constant. 

It will be observed that a curve has only one evolute ; ' but 
a curve has an infinite number of involutes, for in the equa- 
tion s' T p== some constant, the constant may have any value 
we please. 

332. The following polar formulae for determining the 
evolute of a curve are sometimes useful. 
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Let be the centre of curvature corresponding to the 
point P of a curve refen*ed to polar co-ordinates. Let iSFbe 
tlie perpendicular on the tangent at P. 




/ 
Let 8P^T, PO^p, SY^p, 

80 = r, p = perpendicular from 8 on PO. 
From the triangle SOP we have 

r'« = p« + r'-2rpcosSPO 
= p' + r*-2r/osinfiPr 

= p« + ^_2/?p (1). 

Also ;>'» = r'-/ (2). 

^-4p (* 

From the given equation to the curve we can find p in terms 
of r, and then between (1) and (2) we can eliminate r, and 
thus we have an equation between p' and / to determine the 
locus of 0. Since PO is a tangent to the locus of 0, p' is 
the perpendicular from the origin on the tangent to the 
evolute at 0. 

In the figure the curve is drawn concave to the pole^. 

If the curve be convex to the pole -j- is negative (Art. 29*1), 

and we should take p=:^ rj-; in this case we shall find in- 
stead of (1) the equation 
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Thus in both cases we have 

r'' = P' + ^~^pr^- 
333. Involute of a circle. 




Let ;S be the centre of a circle, APQ a portion of the 
involute, 0P= OA the portion of the string unwound. Let 
80 = a, OSA = <^, and let x, y be the co-ordinates of P, 
the origin being at 8, and 8A the direction of the axis of x. 

Then OP = a<^, 

ic = a cos <^ + a<^ sin <^, 
y = a sin ^ — a^ cos <^. 
Let AP = 8, then 

Hence, as we shall see in the Integral Calculus, 



1. In the curve 



EXAMPLES. 



y = |(«' + 0. 



the ordinate at any point is a mean proportional between 
the radius of curvature there and at the lowest point* 
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2. In the curve 

the radius of curvature at the origin = ^. 

3. In the curve 

the radius of curvature at the origin = 22.506... 
Find at what point the radius of curvature is infinite. 

4. If ^ {x, y) = be the equation to a curve, then 



P = 



\dy) da? dx dy dxdy \dx) dx^ 



5. Find the parabola whose axis is parallel to that of y 
which has the closest possible contact with the curve 

y = -, at the point where x^a. 



C. If r = a(l-cos^), p = — sin-. 



7. If r = a (2 cos ^-1), p = 



^-* (-|)'-|(.-5). 

^ . e 

sin-, 
a (5 - 4 cos e^ 



9-6cos^ ' 

8. If the curves /(a-, ^) = and ^ (ar, y) = touch, shew that 

at the point of contact 

dx dy dy dx 

9. Apply the last result to find if the straight line 

a b 
touches the curve 

a;t + 2^5~(a' + J2)i=0. 

10. When the angle between the radius vector and the per- 
pendicular on the tangent has a maximum or minimum 
value, shew that pp = r*. 
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11. If at every point of a curve 2a 3- = — hy, then 

2at/' 111 

P = -Mia • Shew also that - + - = -, where n is the 
^ ^— i n p fib 

portion of the normal intercepted by the axis of x. 

12. Find the value of p when r = a.cos 6. * 

13. Ifa? = V(c' + Afii^d/>. 

14. The equations which determine jil^e co-ordinates a, J, of 

the centre of curvature of a curve may be put in the 
following form, where r^ = a? + y* : 

15. In the parabola ^* = ^mx, 

Shew that the circle of curvature at any point of a 
parabola, except the vertex, cuts the axis at two points 
on opposite sides of the vertex. 

16. If Aaf^Bit+O^O, 

,, A{A-B) , . B{B-A) , 
then a ^^^-V, 6 ^-j^r^y^ 

17. If^=«,thenp=^±l\ 

dx a' '^ a 

18. The radius of curvature of jthe curve v*= — - — z — -, 

x — %a 

at one of the points where y = is — , and at the 

o 

other — . 

19. If « = a sin* yj^, find p. See Art. 324. 

20. Find the equation to the circle of curvature of the curve 

y* = 4aV — x\ at the origin. 

T. D. c. A A 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



354 CONTACT. CURVATURE. EXAMPLES. 

^ ' ^ ay 



oi> 



Shew that the circle (^ "" t) "*" (y "■ t) "^ "2 ^^^ ^^ 
curre V^ + Vy = V^t have contact of the third order at 
the point a; = y = - . 

23. If r = a sec* - , find p. Result p = 2a sec' - . 

24. Find the two parabolas which, having their axes parallel 

to the co-qrdinate axes respectively, have a contact of 
the second order with the circle a;*+y' = 5a', at the 
point 0? = a, y = 2a. 

T> T. / SaV 2a /7a N / aV 16a /11a \ 

V 1 - -- 

25. In the curve - = - (e" + e *), shew that the co-ordinates 

of the centre of curvature are 

Y=1y, X^x-yjit.x), 
and find the equation to the evolute. 

26. Find the equation to the evolute of the ellipse, and the 

whole length of the evolute. 

BesulU. (aa:)*+(Jy)«=(a'-P)^; 4(^-|'V 

27. If r—f{p) be the polar equation to a curve, shew that 

the equation to the locus of the foot of the perpendicular 

drawn from the pole on the tangent is »' = -Tr-r: . Find 

Vr f^^) 

the locus when p^ = , and shew that it is a circle. 

^ .2a - r 
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28. Find the evolute of the curve p^=^r^^a^, 

29. HA be the area between a curve, its radius of curvature, 

and its evolute, then 

dx rf V 

30. If p be the radius of curvature of a curve, then the radius 

of curvature of the evolute at the corresponding point 
dp 

""Pi- 

31. If x\ y be the co-ordinates of the centre of curvature of 

the curve y^ = a^x, shew that 

32. Shew that in a parabola the radius of curvature at any 

point is equal to twice the portion of the normal which 
is intercepted between the point and the directrix. 

33. Investigate the following expressions for the radius of 

curvature at any point of an ellipse : 

(1) ^* (2) ^' 

where r and r' are the focal distances of the point and 
<t> is the angle which the normal at the point naakes 
with the major axis. 

34 The locus of the centres of aU ellipses having the 
directions of their axes given, and having a contact of 
the second order with a given curve at a given point, 
is a rectangular hyperbola passing through that point. 

35. Find the asymptotes of the evolute of the curve 

y = a tan x. 

36. Shew that corresponding to the portion of the curve 

a^y^ = x^ near the origin, the evolute is approximately 
a curve whose equation is xy^ = c*. 

AA2 
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37. Shew that corresponding to the portion of the curve 

(fiy^a^af + x^ near the origin, the evolute is approxi- 
mately a curve whose equation is 

38. Shew that the chord of curvature parallel to the axis 

oix of the curve sec^ = e* is constant; and that the 
a 

evolute of this curve for the portion near the origin 

is approximately a curve whose equation is 



sec 



m-^- 



39. If along a curve and its circle of curvature at any point 

equal arcs (8«) be measured from the point of contact 
and on the same side of it, shew that the distance be- 
tween their extremities will be ultimately - -f-^—r'^ 

40. Shew that in general a conic section may be found which 

has a contact of the fourth order with a given curve at 
a proposed point, and shew how to find it when the 
length of the curve is given in terms of the angle which 
the normal makes with a fixed line. 

If the curve be an equiangular spiral, and a be the 
angle between the radius vector and the tangent at any 
point, shew that the conic section is an ellipse, the 
major axis of which makes with the normal to the 
curve an angle a> given by the equation 

tan 2(0 + 3 tan a » 0. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

ENVELOPS. 



334 Suppose 



i^(ir,y,a)=0 (1) 

to be the equation to a curve, a being some constant quantity. 
By changing a into a + h, we obtain another curve of the 
same species as (1), the equation to which is 

F(x, y, a + A) =0 (2). 

The point of intersection of (1) and (2) will be found by 
combining the equations. Now (2) may be written 

F {x, y, a) +hF' {x, tf, a-\- eh) ^0 (3), 

the accent denoting that F{x, y, a) is to be differentiated 
with respect to a, and in the result a changed into a + 0h. 
Hence, combining (3) and (1), we have the point of inter- 
section determined by 

F{x, y, a) = 0, and F {x, y, a + 0h) =0 (4). 

If we diminish h indefinitely, the equations (4) become 

F{x,y, a)=0, and F[x,y, a) = (5). 

The point determined by equations (5) is the limit of iJie 
intersection of (1) and (2). 

If between equations (5) we eliminate a, we obtain the 
equation to a curve which is called the locus of the ultimate 
intersections of the curves formed by varying a continuously in 
the equation F{x, y, a) = 0. 

The quantity a is called the parameter of the curve.. 

335. The locus of the ultimate intersections of a series of 
curves touches each of the series of intersecting curves. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



358 ENVELOPS. 

Let F{x, y, a) = be the equation which gives the series 
of curves by varying continuously the quantity a. Then the 
locus of the ultimate intersections is found by eliminating a 
between 

F{x,i/,a)^0 (1), 

and F'{x, y, a) =0 (2). 

Suppose from (2) we obtain a in teims of x and y, say 
a^<l>{x, y); then if we substitute in (1) we have 

F{x,y,<f>{x,y)]^0 (3), 

which is therefore the equation to the locus of the ultimate 
intersections. Now if for any assigned value of a the equa- 
tions (1) and (2) give possible values to x and y, then the 
curve represented by (1) when a has this assigned value, will 
meet the curve represented by (3). 

The value of -^ for the curve (1) is found by the equation 

dF(x, y, a) dF{x, y, a) dy ^^ 

dx dy dx ^ ^' 

The value of -^ for the curve (3) is found by the equation 

dF{x, y, <f>) ^ dF{x, y, if>) dy 

dx dy dx r- 

+ d^ \a^^dyd^]-^ ^^^- 

But ^ only diflfers from -j- in having ^ (a?, y) in the 
place of a\ hence by (2) we have at the point where (X) 

dW 

and (3) meety ;Tr — 0. Thus (5) becomes at that point 

dF{x, y, <^) ^ dF{x, y, ^) dy ^^ .^. 

dx dy dx ^' 

Since at the point of intersection of (1) and (3) we have 
a^{f>{x, y), equation (6) gives for ^ at that point the same 
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value as equation (4). Hence (1) and (3) touch at their 
common point. 

From this property the locus of the ultimate intersections 
of a series of curves is called the envelop of the series of 
curves. 

336. Example. Required the locus of the ultimate inter- 
sections of a series of parabolas found by varying a in the 
equation 

y = ^— ^^- 

Here F{x,yy a) =y — aa; + -- — aj' = (1), 

zp 

F{ic,y,a)= ^-x =0 (2). 

From (2) a =^ . 

^ ' X 

Substitute in (1) and we have 

or a;*+2py — ;?' = 0, 

which is the equation to a parabola. 

337. Required the locus of the ultimate intersections of a 
series of normals drawn at diflferent points of a given curve. 

Let a?, y be co-ordinates of a point in the given curve, then 

x'-ar+(2,'-y)g = (1) 

is the equation to the normal at that point ; a;', y\ being the 
variable co-ordinates. From the equation to the given curve 

y and -p can be expressed as functions of x ; thus x is the 

parameter in (1), by varying which the series of normals 
is obtained. Hence the required locus is to be found by 
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eliminating x between (1) and the equation obtained from (1) 
by diflferentiating it with respect to a?, which is 

->+(^-»)S-(S-» w- 

It appears from (1) and (2), compared with Art. 320, that 
X, y wul be the co-ordinates of the centre of curvature at 
the point (a:, y) of the given curve. Hence ike locus of the 
ultimate intersections of the normals to a curve is the evolute 
of that curve. 

338. It may happen tliat the envelop does not touch all 
the curves of the series, as will appear from an example. 

Suppose the centre of a circle of variable radius to move 
along the axis of x, so that thie 
abscissa OP of its centre knd its 
radius Fif are the abscissa and 
ordinate of an ellipse AMB whidh 
has fot its equation 




m 



n 



required the envelop of the system 6f Ciiteles. 
If 0P= a, the equation to the circfk will b6 



m 



Hence diflferentiating with respect to a, t^e haVe 



«?-a i=0; 

m* 



.(1). 



ihefefore 



a== — «- 



Siitstitute it (1) and We obtain 



4-^= 1 



m' + n*^n^ 
which is the equation to the envelop. 



.(2). 
(3). 
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For all values of a comprised between -77—2 jr and m, 

the circles do not ultimately intersect, and are not touched by 
the envelop : for the value of ^ found from (2) and (3) is 

which is impossible when a is greater than 



Therefore in the enunciation of Art. 335 we do not assert 
that the envelop touches each of the series of curves, but that 
it touches each of the series of intersecting curves. The de- 
monstration in that Article assumes that the equations (1) and 
(2) lead to possible values of x and y ; or in other words, that 
one curve of the series ultimately intersects the adjacent curve. 

339. The method of Art. 334 may be extended to the case 
in which there are n parameters connected by n — 1 equations. 
For example, suppose 

-F(a!iy, a, 6,c)=0 (1) 

to be the equation to a curve, the parameters a, 6, c, being 
connected by the equations 

^.(«,J,o)=0| ^^^' 

and that we require the locus of the ultimate intersections of 
the curves obtained by giving to the parameters in (1) all 
possible values condstent with (2). If from equations (2) we 
find the values of b and c in terms of a and substitute them in 
(1), we may then proceed as in Art. 334. If however the 
solution of equations (2) be difficult We may proceed thus. 
Regarding b and c in (1) as implicit functions of a, we have, 
if we differentiate with respect to a, and put the result equal 
to zero as in Art. 334, 

da db da dc da ^ '* 

To find -r- and -r- , we have by differentiating (2), 
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.(4\ 



cia db da dc da 

da db da dc da 

If the values of -r- and -j- from (4) be substituted in (3), 

and then a, b, c, be eliminated between (1), (2), and (3), the 
resulting equation between x and y will determine the re- 
quired locus. 

This process may be rendered more symmetrical by suppos- 
ing a, b, c all functions of a third variable, say t ; then using 

Da, Db, DctoT -J-, -r , ^ respectively, we have instead of 

(3) and (4) the equations 



dF ^ dF r,.^dF J. ^ 
-Da + ^Db + -^~Dc^O 



d^ 
da 



d^ 
db 



"^Da + ^Db-h^Dc^ 



d^ 
dc 



.(5). 



And the solution of the problem will be facilitated by the use 
of indeterminate multipliers. Thus multiply the second of 
equations (5) by X, the third by fi, and add to the first; 
this gives 



-(f-^'^^-th-"- 



.(6). 



Now since X and fi are at present undetermined, we may 
take them such that 



da da "^ da 

ir^^ db^f* db-^i 



.(7). 
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from which it follows by (6) that 

^^^ do^^ dc"^ ^^^V 

Hence we have to eliminate a, h, c, \ and /* from equations 
(1), (2), (7) and (8) ; the result is the equation to the envelop 
required. 

Example. A straight line moves so that the length inter- 
cepted between the co-ordinate axes is constant : required the 
envelop of the moving straight line. 

Let the equation to the straight line be 

M- • ('). 

so that o* + J* = a constant = F, say (10). 

From (9) ^ 2)a +^ i76 = 0, 

Of 

from (10) aDa+ hDb'^O; 
thus (f« + ^) -^^"^ (I + ^^) ^^ = ^' 
therefore T + Xa = 0, and^4-Xi = (11); 

multiply the first of these equations by a and the second by 
b and add ; thus 



that is, 1 4- A^ = 0, therefore \ = — 75 • 



1 

Then from (11) 

cf^l^x, and h^^l^y. 
Therefore by (9) 

X y 

or a?*4-y^ = A:^- 

This equation determines the envelop. 
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EXAMPLES. 

•Z? ft 

1. Find the envelop of the series of straight lines - + 1 = 1, 

where iJa-\-»Jh=^tJh a constant 

Result. a?*+y* = i4 

2. Ellipses are described with coincident centre and axes, 

and having the sum of the semiaxes^c. Shew that 
the equation to the locus of ultimate intersections is 

3. Find the envelop of all ellipses having a constant area, 

the axes being coincident. 

BeavU* 4^3fy^ = c* where ttc* is the given area. 

4 A straight line cuts off from the co-ordinate axes distances 
AB, AG, such that nAB-^-AC^c^ shew that the 
envelop of the straight lines is 

(y 4- fw? — c)* = 4na^. 

5. Find the evolute of a parabola y* = 4tax, by the method of 

Art. 337, taking the equation to the normal in the form 

y =« m (a? — 2a) — am'. 

Besult. ^lay^ = 4 (a? - 2a)'. 

6. Find the evolute of the curve a?* + y* == a'. See 

Example 9, to Chapter xvin. 

Beault [x + y)* + (a; - y)* = 2a\ 

7. Shew that the envelop of the series of parabolas 



y©v©-'. 



under the condition oi =: c^y is an hyperbola having its 
asymptotes coinciding with the axes. 

8. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of the 
straight lines drawn at right angles to normals to 
the parabola y* = 4aa?, at the points where they cut 
the axis* 

Besult y" = 4a (?a — x). 
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9. Straight lines drawn at right angles to the tangents 
of a parabola at the points where they meet a given 
straight line perpendicular to the axis, are in general 
tangents to a confocal parabola. 



10. Find the envelop of the curves (^-r— J + ( jl-) = h 
the variable parameters 
equation I t 1 + ( t 1 = 1. 



the variable parameters a, b, being connected by the 



Result, p + p = ^• 

11. Qrcles are described on successive double ordinates of a 

pai'abola as diameters : shew that their envelop is an 
equal parabola. Find what part of this system of 
circles does not admit of an envelop. 

12. A circle moves with its centre on a parabola whose 

equation is y" — 4aa5 = 0, and always passes through 
the vertex of the parabola : shew that the circle always 
touches the curve y (a; + 2a) + a^ = 0. 

13. A series of parabolas of latus rectum I is described with 

their vertices in a given parabola of latus rectum l\ 
Shew that the locus of the ultimate intersections is a 
parabola with latus rectum I + 1\ the concavities being 
in the same direction and the axes parallel 

14. Find the envelop of all ellipses having the same centre 

and in which the straight line joining the ends of the 
axes is of constant length. 

Result a? ± y = ± c. 

^ t/" 

15. From any point of the ellipse -5 + o = 1^ perpendiculars 

are drawn to the axes, and the feet of these perpen- 
diculars are joined: shew that the straight line thus 

formed always touches the curve (-] + (?) =*1# 
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16. From every point of the ellipsS p + w "~ ^ = ^ P^^ ^^ 

tangents are drawn to the ellipse -|+^ — 1=0: 
shew that the locus of the ultimate intei-sections of 
the chords of contact is — j-+ -^= 1- 

17. Circles are drawn passing through the origin having 

their centres on the curve a'^* — 6' (2aa; — a:*) = : shew 
that the locus of the ultimate intersections of these 
circles is (a;* + y'-2cw:)'-4aV-46y = 0. 

18. The circle whose equation is a;* + y' + 2aa: + iby + 2c = 0, 

is cut by another circle which passes through the 

origin and whose centre is on the curve -^ + ^ = 1 : 

shew that the chord joining the points of intersection 
touches the curve aV + /ff-'y* = {ax '\-by + c)\ 

19. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of the 

straight lines 

ycos^ — a? sin ^ = c — c sinolog tan f J +9)> 
where 6 is the variable parameter. 

X X 

Result. 2y = c(e« + 6"<j). 

20. The equation to a spiral is r* cos nd=d!^\ straight lines 

are drawn through the extremities of the radii vectores 
at right angles to them : shew that the envelop of these 
straight lines is the curve 

r"* cos wi5 = a*^, where m = -. 

n + 1 

21. A series of ellipses has the same centre and directrix : 

shew that the envelop is a pair of parabolas, but that 
the envelop will not meet those ellipses whose excen- 

. iiricity is less than — . 
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22. Find the locus of the xzltimate intersections of an ellipse 

which touches a given straight line at a given point 
at the extremity of the axis minor, the excentricity 
varying as the axis major. Find the limits of the 
excentricity in order that two consecutive ellipses may 
intersect. 

23. A straight line is drawn from the focus to any point of 

a conic section, and a circle is described on it as a 
diameter : shew that the locus of the ultimate inter- 
sections of all such circles is a circle, except, in a 
certain case, where it is a straight line. 

24. Shew that the locus of the ultimate intersections of all 

the chords of an ellipse which join the points of con- 
tact of pairs of tangents at right angles to one another 
is a confocal ellipse. 

25. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of the straight 

lines X cos 3^ 4- y sin 3^ = a (cos 20)^, where is the 
variable parameter. 

Hesult. {a? + yy = a* (a:* - y*). 

26. Find the envelop of the circles described on the radii of 

an ellipse, drawn from the centre, as diameters. 

Remit {a? + yy = aV + Vf. 

Q 

27. On any radius vector of the curve r^c sec* - as diameter 

is described a circle : shew that the envelop of all such 

circles is the cUrve r=^c sec**'* • 

w— 1 

28. Find the locus of the ultimate intersections of a family 

of parabolas of which the pole of a given equiangular 
spiral is the focus, and its tangents directrices. 

Result A similar equiangular spiral 
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29. Perpendiculars are drawn from the pole of an equi- 

angular spiral on the tangents to the curve : find the 
envelop of the circles described on these perpendiculars 
as diameters. 

Result A similar equiangular spiraL 

30. From every point of a parabola as centre a circle is 

described with a radius exceeding the focal distance 
of the point by a constant quantity : find the envelop 
of the circles. 

BeavU. (a? + c + a){y* + (a? — a)* — c'} = 0; where c is 
the constant quantity. 

31. Find the envelop of the straight lines obtained by vary- 

ing in the equation ax Bee 0^ ly cosec tf = a* — V. 

BesuU. (aa;)»+(Jy)* = (a«-.J^l 

32. From a fixed point A in the circumference of a circle 

any chord AP is drawn and bisected at H, and on 
Pm as diameter a circle is described : find the locus 
of the ultimate intersections of the system of circles 
described according to this law. 

Besvit a*(a:" + y*) = (2a;* + 23/*-3(M?)*;. 

where aj^ +y' = 2ax is the equation to the given circle. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 369 ) 
CHAPTER XXVL 

TBACING OF CUBVES. 

340. In this Chapter we shall give some examples of 
tracing curves from their equations. 

Example (1). Let y = ^§£^ (1). 

First find the value of j- : taking the logarithms of both 



sides of the equation and differentiating^ we have 

1 rfy _ 1 X X 

ydx X a?* — 4a'' a;* — a*' 

therefore ^^- I ^N^(^'-^^') ^ , ^ « I (2) 

therefore ^^±-^^-^--^ |^ + ^^Tli^^ ^Z^f •- ^^^ 

Next find the asymptotes : since 






„«\-i 



therefore y = ±a!ri--^j fl-^j 

= i^|l_____...J|l + _+_ + ...J 

=±{-£•••1 (^)- 

Hence y = oj 

and y^ — x 

are asymptotes. 

T. D. C. B B 
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Also when a?= ± a we see that y is infinite. 
Hence a?= a 

and x^ — a 

are asymptotes. 

We may now assign different values to x, and note the 

corresponding values of y and -^ obtained from (1) and (2). 

Since the curve is symmetrical with respect to the axis of x, 
we may confine our attention to the positive values of y. 

When «=0, y = 0, ^=±2- 



From a?=»Otoa; = a, yis 
When a? = a, y=oo, ^~^* 

From a? = atoa; = 2a, yis impossible. 
When aj=2a, y = 0> dL^^' 

When a; is greater than 2a, y is possible. 

It is not necessary to give negative values to a; in this 
example, because the curve is symmetrical with respect to 
the axis of y. 

If we draw the asymptotes and make use of the above 

list of particular values of y and -^ , we shall have sufficient 

materials for ascertaining the general form of the curve. If 

necessary, in any example, we may find -r^, in order to 

determine the points of inflexion ; also by examining when -^ 

vanishes, we can determine the maxima and minima values 
ofy. 

K we take the upper sign in equation (3), we have for 
the asymptote 

y = aj (4); 

of 

and for the ciure y — ^ — ^" &c (5). 

Zx 
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When X is very large the terms included in the &c of 

equation (5) will be very small compared with — . Hence 

comparing (4) and (5) we see that corresponding to the same 
abscissa tne ordinate of the curve is less than that of the 
asymptote^ and therefore the curve lies below the asymptote 
as represented in the figure. 




341. Example (2). Suppose 

J _ ^ (^ "" ^) (^ "" ^^) 
^^ x + Sa 

dy 



■ ^1); 



therefore - ^ = - •{ \. 



ydx X x — a a; — 2a a; + 3a' 

dy_^\{ x{x-a){x-'2a) \h(l 1 1 1 | 

ix 2 1 a; + 3a j \x x—a x — 2a fl? + 3aj 

(2). 

Also from (1) we have 

»-*«('-3'(-fy('-")"* 

=±^V 2^"8^-A i~2^'••Vl^"2i+8?••7• 
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If the three series be multiplied together we have 

„±(,_Sa + ^\..) (3). 

Hence y = a? — 3a 

and y = -a; + 3a 
are asymptotes. 

Also from (1) a?=-3a 

is an asymptote. 

From (1) and (2) we have the following results, confining 
ouraelves to the positive values of y. 

? 




When a?=0, 

From a? = to a? = a, y is possible. 
When a? = a, y = 0, 



y = 0. |=X. 



dx' 



= 00, 
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From a; = a to a; = 2a, y is impossible. 
When x = 2a, y = 0, ^'=^' 

When X is greater than 2a, y is possible. 
When X is negative and between and — 3a, y is impossible. 

When a: = — 3a, y = oc)> -^^=oo. 

When X lies between — 3a and — oo , y is possible. 

From (3) we see that the equation to the curve when x 
is very great is approximately 

y = a:-3a+ — ; 

11a* 
and whether x be positive or negative a: — 3a + — — is 

numerically greater than x — 3a. Hence the curve lies above 
the asymptote. 

342. In the above examples the value of y is given 
explicitly in terms of x. In a similar manner we may pro- 
ceed if X is given explicitly in terms of y. But if the equa- 
tion connecting x and y does not admit of easy solution we 
must abandon this method. In such cases we may find the 
asymptotes by Art. 277: we may determine the nature of 
the curve near the origin by a method exemplified in the 
next two Articles ; from these results we may obtain some 
idea of the form of the curve. By transforming the equation 
to polar co-ordinates we shall sometimes be enabled to trace 
it more accurately. 

343. To determine the form of the curve 

ic*-ay«" + V = (1) 

near the origin. 

First, suppose that near the origin the term by* can be 
neglected in comparison with the other two terms in (1) ; in 
that case we should have 

a;* — ayaj*=0, 

therefore a? = ay. 
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This makes y vary as a^, and therefore v^ vary as ^. 
Hence the neglected term Jy* varies as a;', while the terms 
retained, x^ and aya^, vary as a^. But by taking x small 
enough o^ can be made as small as we please comp'tixed with 
a:^ and therefore near the origin one branch of the curve may 
be found approximately by neglecting fcy*. The branch we 
thus obtain, being determined by the ecjuation of^ay, is 
a portion of a parabola having its axis comcident with that 
ofy. 

Next, assume that near the origin the term aya? may be 
neglected in comparison with the others. We thus find 

therefore y varies as x^. 

Hence the neglected term aya? would vary as a^^ ; that is 
as a:*, while the terms retained would vary as a:*. But since 

10 

a;* can be made as great as we please compared with a;* 
by taking x small enough, we do not obtain an approximate 
branch near the origin by neglecting aya?. 

Again, assume that x^ may be neglected near the origin ; 
then 

ty - a3i?y = 0, 

therefore 6y'— ax* = 0. 

Hence y varies as x ; the terms retained vary as a? and the 
rejected term varies as x* ; and thus an approximation to the 
curve near the origin is given by 

Jy»-ar^ = 0, ory=±a;./j. 

The figure shews the nature of the 
curve near the origin ; AB is the para- 
bolic branch, and CD, CI/, are the two 
branches found by neglecting a?*. 
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The conclusions in this case may be verified by solving the 
given equation with respect to x\ We thus find 

Expand \/(a'— 46y) in powers of y by the Binomial Theorem, 
and take the upper sign, then 

oj* = ay approximately ; 

with the lower sign 

a? = -if approximately. 

In this manner, or by transforming the equation into a 
polar form, we may complete the tracing of the curve. It will 
be found that the branches extending from the origin to G 
and B respectively, unite, thus forming a loop. The branch 
from the origin to U extends to infinity, and has no recti- 
linear asymptote. The curve is obviously symmetrical with 
respect to the axis of y, 

344. Determine the nature of the curve 

y*4-ay'a; — aj*=0 
near the origin. 

First, if we neglect x* we have 

therefore y^^ — aaa. 

Hence x varies as y^ ; the rejected term varies as y^ while 
the terms retained vary as y*, and therefore we have in the 
parabola y* = - aj? an approximation to the given curve near 
the origin. 

Next, reject the term (iy*x\ thus 

therefore y = ±x. 

Hence y varies as x ; the rejected term varies as a?*, and 
the terms retained vary as a?* ; hence this does not give us 
an approximate branch. 
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Again, reject y* ; thus 

a^'x — a:*=0, 

therefore t/* = — . 

Hence y* varies as a;'; the rejected term varies as a?*, 
and the terms retained vary as 
jf^ and consequently we obtain 
an approximate branch. 

The branch to the left of the 

axis of y is that given by v*= — ox, 

and the cusp to the right of the 

axis oiy is that given by y' = — . 

In this example, y* may be found 

in terms of x and the whole curve traced. 

345. We may observe that in the examples of the pre- 
ceding Articles, the supposition which was found inadmissible 
near the origin, will be admissible for points at a very great 
distance from the origin. Thus if 

when X and y are indefinitely great, ay^x may be neglected 
in comparison with y* and x*' ; and y* = a;*, or y = + re, will be 
an approximation at points remote from the origin. If we 
find the asymptotes by Art. 277, we shall have 

to which y = ± ^ 

may be considered an approximation when x and y are inde- 
finitely great. 

346. Required the nature of the curve 

y* + QC]^ + ao^y — bx^'^^O 
near the origin. 

Assume aafy — bx' =? 
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as an approximation near the origin. Hence 

ay = hx, 

therefore y varies as x, 

the terms retained vary as x^, and those rejected vary as a;*, 
and we have therefore an approximation to the curve at the 
origin. If we examine all the six cases which present them- 
selves by retaining two of the terms of the given equation and 
rejecting the other two, we shall find that the only other 
allowable supposition is, that xy^ and hx^ can be rejected, and 
we obtain for an approximation 

or ^' = — «^*. 

It will be easy to draw the branches we have found; the 
equation y^ = — aa? gives us a cusp, the two branches being on 
the two sides of the negative part of the axis of y. 

347. If in any examples we wish only to find the direo 
tions of the tangents at the origin, we may arrive at them 
immediately, as shewn in Art. 195. 

Suppose y* + xy^ + ax^y — ha? = 0, 

therefore (y + aj) f^ J + a ^ - J = 0. 

HcDce, when x and y vanish, we have 

the limit of ^ = -. 
x a 

Besides this, the limit of - may have an infinite value, and 

this can be determined by examining if - has zero for a limit 
The given equation may be put in the form 
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Hence one of the limiting values of - is 2ero. 
In like manner, if y* + at^x — a;* = 0, 

we have yd)"*"''©"^^^- 

Hence 2 has zero for one of its limiting values. Also from 
the given equation we may deduce 

HcDce - has zero for one of its limiting values. Thus - 

y , , . , '^ 

may be zero or infinity when x and y are indefinitely dimi- 
nished^ and therefore the axes of x and y are tangents to the 
branches through the origin. 

In connexion with the subject of tracing curves from equa- 
tions of the form <^ (a?, y) = the student may with advan- 
tage consult Chapter xxiil. of the treatise on the Theory of 
Equations. 

348. We shall now give some examples of polar curves. 

. 
^ , sin - 

Suppose r = asec-, therefore -121 = 1j > 

cos- 

tan ^ = r -J- = 3 cot - . (Art. 279.) 
The polar subtangent = r* -7- = 3a cosec - . 

IT 

When Q = 7" > ^ ^s infinite, and the polar subtangent = Za ; 

^ 37r 

hence we have an asymptote. As increases from to — , 

dv . 

Tg is positive, and r is positive and increases with 0. As 
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increases from — to Sir, r is negative, and -^ is positive so 
that r numerically diminishes. 

To draw the asymptote we proceed thus: since, when 




e = 



Sir 



- , r is infinite, and the polar subtangent is 3a, the eye 

must be supposed at looking along OF, and a distance 
OQ = Ba must be measured to the right of OF and at right 
angles to it ; a straight line drawn through Q parallel to OF 
is the required asymptote. 

As changes from to — the branch ABCD is traced 

z 

out, cutting OA at right angles at A since tan ^ = oo when 

^ = 0. When becomes greater than •—- , r is negative, and 

according to the usual conventions with respect to sign, must 
be measured in a direction opposite to that which it would 
have if it were positive. For example, if the augle AOQ 
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measured in the ordinary way round from OA be — +- 
the corresponding value of r is 



• or — — or - a V2 (^3 + 1) ; 






hence we take OP = a ^2 (V3 H- 1) measuring it along QO 

produced. In this way, as changes from — to 37r, we 

obtain the portion ECFA of the curve. 

If we suppose negative, or positive and greater than 
37r, we shall only obtain repetitions of the branches already 
found. 

349. A very common mistake in drawing polar curves is 
made with respect to the asymptotes. For example, if r is 
infinite when ^ = 0, it is assumed that the initial line is an 
asymptote. This involves a double error, for in the first 
place it does not follow that because r is infinite there is an 
asymptote ; and secondly, if there be an asymptote it may be 
paraMel to the initial line instead of coinciding with it. 

For example, the polar equation to the parabola from the 
vertex is 

__ 4a cos 
''" sin»d • 

Here when ^ = 0, r is oo , but the curve has no asymptote. 
In the curve 

a 

Bin- 

when ^ = 0, r is infinite ; there is an asymptote, but it does 
not coincide with the initial line; it will be found to be 
parallel to it and at a distance Sa from it. 

350. Trace the curve 

asind 

*■ — r- 
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TT dr _ a{dcosd—mi0) 

^^® dd W "' 

tan 9 = 2 s ^ — 3« 

^ ^ cos ^ — sin ^ 

As r is never infinite there is no asymptote ; r is positive 
from 6 = to 6 = ir, negative from ^ = 7r to ^ = 27r, and 
so on. 

When 6 = 0, tan ^ assumes the form - ; on examination it 

will be found infinite. 

The curve begins at A, crossing the initial line at right 




angles, since there tan <f) is infinite : as 6 changes from to tt 
the portion ABO is traced out; as 6 changes from tt to 27r 
the portion ODEFO is traced out, and so on. The curve 
forms an infinite number of loops, each smaller than the pre- 
ceding and all passing through 0. 

If we ascribe negative values to ^ we obtain the dotted 
part lying helow the straight line OA. 



361. Trace the curve 
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In this case the curve begins at the pole and makes 




an infinite number of revolutions round it ; r can never be- 
come so great as a, to which value however it continually 
approaches. Hence r = a is the equation to an asymptotic 
circle, to which the curve continually approaches as ^ in- 
creases without limit* 

K we give to negative values, we have a branch similar 
to that obtained from positive values of 0. It is represented 
in the figure by the dotted portion. 

352. We shall now give the equations and the figures of 
a few curves which frequently occur in problems. 

The Logarithmic Curve. 
The equation to this curve is 



or, which is an equivalent form, 

y=^ha\ 

The curve extends to infinity 
both in the positive and negative 
directions of the axis of a;. As a; 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GATENABY. LOQARTTHMIO SPIRAL. 




is increased numerically in the negative direction, y tends 
to the limit zero, so that the axis of a; is an asymptote. 

353. The Catenary. 

The equation to this curve is 

It is the curve in which a flexible string 
would hang if suspended from two points, 
as is shewn in works on Statics. 

354, The Logarithmic Spiral. 
The equation to this curve is 

r = Jec", 

or r = Ja*. 

Taking the first form we have 

d0 
tan <}}ssr-y-=c^ 

Since ^ is thus constant the curve is also called the 
equiangular epiral. 




The dotted part arises from negative values of 0. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



384 8PIBAL OF ABCHIKEDES. CTCLOIDw 

355. Hie Spired of Archimedes. 
r^a0. 




356. 27mj Cycloid. 




The cycloid is traced oi; t by a fixed point in the circum- 
ference of a circle as the ci^tcle roUs iJong a straight line. 

Let Ax be the straight Ime along which the circle rolls ; 

M the fixed point in the circumference of the circle 
BMC which traces out the cycloid ; 

A the point in the straight line Ax with which M 
was originally in contact ; 

the centre of the circle : 

-4P = a?, MP=-y, MOB = <f), OB=a. 

The arc MB=^a(f)y and by the nature of the curve it is 
equal to AB ; 

therefore aj = a<^ — PB = a^ — asin^, 

y = a — acos^. 

If we eliminate (p we have 



sacos 



ri«-3^ 



-VlSay-y*). 
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357. From the last equation we have 

^= /(--y—\ 

Hence the equation to the tangent at Jf is 

and the equation to the normal at Jf is 

If in the last equation we put y'= 0, we have 

a;' — a- = »J\y (2a — y)} = a sin ^ = PB. 

Hence MB is the direction of the normal at Jf, and therefore 
MC is the direction of the tangent at M. 

K in the equations of Art. 356 we put ^ = tt, we have y = 2a 
and a? = aTT as the co-ordinates of the vertex E, Hence 

PD = aTT — a<^ + a sin ^ 

= a(6| + sin5), if 5 = 7r-<^. 

Also the distance of Jf from a straight line through E parallel 
to Ax is 2a — a (1 — cos ^) or a (1 — cos d). 

358. If we take the vertex as the origin, and the tangent 
at that point as the axis of y, we have by the last Article 



t/ = PAr=a(5-f sin^)) 

a? = -4iV=a(l-cosd)j ' 



(1). 




Describe a semicircle on AD as diameter : let PN meet 
this circle at M, and join Jf with the centre ; then 

AN^a{l-cosAOM)) 

therefore -40Jf = 6. 

T. D. c. C c 
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Since the arc AM^a a0, it follows that 

MP^BXcAM. 
From (1) we have 

€L ^^ OB 

y = oco8"' + V(2oa;— a*) (2), 

therefore g=y^!£Z^). 

If s denote the arc AP, we have 

£=v/h(l)]V(l)- 

therefore 8 = *J{Sax), 

as will appear from the Integral Calculus. 

The normal to the curve at P is parallel to MD, as we 
may see from Art 357 or fbom an independent investigation. 
By the property of the circle it follows that 

ff 
J[fZ> = 2acos-. 

If we investigate the value of the radius of curvature at P 
we shall find it to be twice MD, that is, 
g 
4a COS - , or 2 V(4a' — 2ax). 

359. The evolute of the cycloid is an equal cycloid. 



f JB 



For it appears by Art. 358 that the radius of curvature at 
a point Jf of a cycloid is twice MN. Hence if we produce 
MN to 0, making NO = MN, the point is the centre of 
curvature corresponding to the pomb M, Draw UIB and 
make ZB = 2a ; draw B G parallel to JEZ) ; the circle described 
on NO as a diameter will pass through 0. 
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The arc NO = arc MN and therefore = AN, 

therefore the arc 0(7= NI= CB. 

Hence is a point in a cycloid generated by rolling a circle 
of radius a along BV, Hence the evolute of the cycloid 
AEA' is composed of the two semi-cycloids AB and A'B. 

360. The epicycloid is the curve traced out by a point in 
the perimeter of a circle which rolls on the outside of a fixed 
circle. 




' Let and G be the centres of the fixed and the rolling 
circles respectively, B the point of contact, P the tracing 
point, A its initial position. Take OA as the axis of x ; 
draw CN, PM, perpendicular to the axis of x. Let 

05= a, BC^h AOB^e, BCP=<I>. 

Then x=ON+NM 

= (a-fJ)cos^ + Jsin {(fy-^ir + e) 

= (a + J) cos ^ — 6 cos {<f> + 6). 

But the arc AB = the arc BP, by the mode of generation, 
that is, a5= J^, therefore 

a;= (a + J) cos 5— 6 ^^^ ""A — ^' 

Similai'ly y = (a + 6) sin ^ — J sin —. — 0. 

The hypocycloid is the curve traced out by a point in the 
perimeter of a circle which rolls on the inside of a fixed circle. 

CC2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



388 EPICYCLOID. HYPOCTCLOID. 

It may be found by a method similar to the above that for 
the hypocycloid 

a: =3 (a — J) cos ^+ 6 cos — v— ^, 

t/ = (a — J) sin 5 — J sin — t— ft 

361. The radius of the rolling circle may be greater or 
less than the radius of the fixed circle both in the epicy- 
cloid and in the hypocycloid; it is however easy to infer 
from the figure, that a hypocycloid in which the radius of the 
rolling circle is greater than the radius of the fixed circle may 
be counted as an epicycloid. This can also be shewn from 
the equations. For in the equations to the hypocycloid put 

, 5 = ^ ; then those equations may be written 
a? = (a + 6 — a) cos ^ — (J — a) cos —7 <}>, 

y = (a-i-5 — a) sin<^ — (6 — a) sin— ^ <f)\ 

these are the equations to an epicycloid in which the radius 
of the fixed circle is a, and the radius of the rolling circle 
is 6 — a. 

Similarly we may shew that a hypocycloid in which the 
radius of the rolling circle is greater ,\hzxi half the radius of 
the fixed circle may be counted as a hypocycloid in which the 
radius of the rolling circle is less than half the radius of the 
fixed circle. Thus we can obtain all epicycloids and hypo- 
cycloids if in addition to epicycloids we take hypocycloids in 
which the radius of the rolling circle is less than half the 
radius of the fixed circle. 

362. If a and h are in the proportion of two whole num- 
bers we may eliminate 6 between the two equations which 
determine an epicycloid or a hypocycloid, and thus obtain the 
equation to the curve in an algebraical form. For example, 
suppose in the hypocycloid that a = 46 ; then 
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aj = 3i COS ^ + Jcos 3^ = 46 cos' ^, 

y = 3J sin 5- 6 sm35 = 4J sin'^; 

therefore a?* + y' = a*. 

If in the hypocycloid we suppose a = 26, we obtain 

a? = 26 cos Q and y = ; 

thus y is always zero and x may have any value between — a 
and + a \ therefore the curve reduces to a diameter of the fixed 
circle. 

363. If in Art^ 360 the describing point, instead of being 
on the perimeter of the rolling circle, is on a fixed radius 
of that circle, but either within or without the perimeter, the 
curve gen<erat^d is called the epitrochoid when the rolling 
circle moves on the outside of the fixed circle, and the hypo- 
trochoid when the rolling circle moves on the inside of the 
fixed circle. In the former case we have 

a?= (a + 6) cos d — mh cos —j— 0, 

y = (a + 6) sin ^ — mh sin ^^-v— 6, 
and in the latter case 

aj=r (a — 6) cos5 + w6cos— ^ 0, 

y = (a — 6) sin 5 — mh sin — r— 6, 

mh being the distance of the describing point from the centre 
of the rolling circle. 

364. If a circle roll along a straight line the curve traced 
out by a point in the perimeter of the rolling circle is, as we 
have already stated, called the cycloid. If the describing 
point be inside the perimeter the curve is called the prolate 
cycloid, if outside the curtate cycloid ; the term trochoid is also 
used to denote both \\iq prolate cycloid and the curtate cycloid. 
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The equations 

a: = a (1 — m cos ^, 

will represent a prolate cycloid, a common cycloid, or a 
curtate cycloid, according as m is less than unity, equal to 
unity, or greater than unity. See Art 358. 

EXAMPLES. 

Trace the following curves : 
1. j^^oj^-x^ 2. y» = a»-a». 

5. 3^(a?-4a)=(w?(a?-3a). 6. (x* + y')' = 4aV2^. 

7. y* {2a — a?) = x^, (The cissoid.) 

8. a?f = (a' - 3^ (6 + 1/)\ (The conchoid.) Transfer the 

origin to the point (0, — b) and then change to polar 
co-ordinates and we have for the equation 

r = 6 cosec ±a. 

9. {a? + y'f = a' (x' -y'). (The lemniscata.) 

10. r = a^sin5. 11. r = a(d+sin^). 

12. r8in^ = acos'ft 13. r = log sin ft 

14. 7^008^ = a' sin" 3ft 15. r" cos 5 = a" sin'* ft 

16. r (5 - sin ^ s= a (5+ sin 0). 

17. r = a (1 — cos 0)* (The cardioide.) 

18. rO = a. (The hyperbolic spiral) 

] 9. Find the equations to the tangent and normal nt the 
point P in the epicycloid. See the Figure to Art. 360. 
Shew that the normal at P passes through B. 

20. Trace the curve determined by the equations 

a; = a (1 — cos ^), y^a(l>; 

this curve is called the companion to the cycloid. 
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21. Obtain in an algebraieal form the equation to the epi- 

cycloid for which a = 2b. 

BesuU. 4(a;* + y*-ay = 27ay. 

22. Shew that wjien a = 6 the epicycloid becomes the car- 

dioide. 

Q 

23. Trace the curve whose equation is r = acos-; and 

u 

Aew that if ^ be the point where the curve meets the 
prime radius produced backwards and PSQR disij 
chord drawn through the pole 8 meeting the curve 
at P, Qy and R, the angles PAQ and QAR are each 
60®, and the angle A8Q equal to thrice the angle 

24. Shew that the equations 

r = a — a tan 6^ and 2a = r — rtan^ 

represent the same curve in dififerent positions, and 
that the radii vectores to the points of intersection 
bisect the angles between the tangents at those points. 

25. Trace the curve ^ = sin - log [m sin - j , (1) when m is 

greater than unity, (2) when m is equal to unity, 

(3) when m is less than unity and greater than the 
reciprocal of the base of the Napierian logarithms, 

(4) when m is less than the reciprocal of the base of 
the Napierian logarithms. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 



ON DIFFERENTIALS. 



3G5. In the preceding pages we have given the proposi- 
tions commonly found in works on the Differential Calculus, 
and have used the method of limits in all the demonstrations. 
We now offer a few remarks on another method of treating 
the subject 

In the expansion of f{x + h) by Taylor's Theorem, the 
coefficient of h was shewn to be that function of w which we 
had called the differential coefficient of /(a:) with respect to x. 
Lagrange proposed to define the differential coefficient of f{x) 
with respect to x as the coefficient of h in the expansion of 
f{x + h)f and thus to avoid all reference to the theory of 
limits. Lagrange's views were propounded towards the close 
of the last century and were generally adopted by elementary 
writers. 

One objection to this method is its use of infinite series 
without ascertaining that those series are convergent, and- the 
proof that / (a? + A) can always be expanded in a series of 
ascending powers of A, which is made the foundation of the 
Differential Calculus, labours under serious defects. Another 
objection is that it is impossible to avoid introducing the 
notion of a limit in the applications of the subject to geometry 
and mechanics ; the definition of the tangent line to a curve 
may be given as an example. 

366. Nearly all the recent treatises on the Differential 
Calculus have followed the method of limits, and the only 
point of importance in which a difference exists among them 
is with respect to the use of differentials. In the present 

work --j^ has been defined as one sjrmbol, thus : if y^^[x) 
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the limit of — ^ — ^SJ. when h is indefinitely diminished 

is denoted hy ^. Some writers add the following words : ihe 

quantities dx and dy are called the differentials ofx andy 
respectively; their absolute values are indeterminate, and they 
may be either finite or indefinitely small provided their relative 

magnitudes be such that ^ is equal to the limit above menr 



With this meaning attached to dy and dx such equations 
may occur as 

dy = <f> [x) dx, 

where ^' (a?) is the diflferential coefficient of <f> (x) or y. 

Equations expressed by means of differentials are in 
general capable of immediate translation into the language 
of diflferential coefficients. For example, if x and y be co- 
ordinates of a point on a curve and be functions of a third 
variable t, and if s denote the corresponding arc of the curve 
beginning at some fixed point, we have, by Art. 307, 

(dx\^.(dy\'^fds\' 
\dtJ \dt) " \dt) ' 
and by differentiation 

dx d^x dy (Py _^dsd^s 
lide^'dtWdtW 

A writer who uses differentials will express these results thus, 

da? + dy^^ds\ 

dxcPx + dyd^y — dsd?s. 

The student may look upon the latter as merely abbreviated 
methods of writing the previous equations, and may take 

dos du u/^n* 
dx, dy, d'x, ... as standing for -^ , -^ , -y^ , ... respectively. 

367. Let w be a function of any number of variables, 
for example three, so that u^<f>{x,y, z). If we suppose 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



394 OK DIFFEBKNTULa 

w, y, Zy all functions of a variable t, and for shortness put 

du rk. dx ^ dy j^ dz j^ 
^^Du, ^=Dx, -^^Dy, j^^D,, 

we have 

^-©^-(D^^-©^ «• 

In works on the Differential Calculus, which use differentials, 
we find an equation similar to the above occurring at an 
early period, namely, 

^-{ih*0^<^)^ ••••»' 

The introduction and use of this equation form the principal 
difference between such works and one which, like the pre- 
sent, uses only differenticU coefficients. To establish (2) the 
following method is adopted. 

Let w = ^(^,y, «), 

and u + Au^<t>{x + Ax,y + ^y, z + Az)^ 

therefore 

Au = ^ (» + Aa?, y + Ay, 15 + A«) - ^ {x, y, z) 

_ ^(a? + Aa?, y + Aa,^ + Ag)-^(a;,y-f Ay, xr+Ag) ^^ 

Ao; 

J ^^,y + Ay, xr+Ag)-^(a;,y, g + Ag) ^ 

Ay 
^ <^(a?,y, g + Ag)-»(a?,y, g) ^ ^^^ 

K Ao?, Ay, and As diminish without limit, the quantity 

^(a? + Aa;,y + Ay, g + Ag)-<^(a;, y + Ay, g + Ag) 
Aa; 



approaches the limit f -~ J . If then we put 
( ^j + a, we know that a diminishes witl 



for this quantity 
without limit when 
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Hxy Ay, and A 2; do so. In this manner we may deduce from 
(3) the equation 

A..{(g)+4A.+{(|)+4A,+{(S)+,}^....w, 

where a, )8, 7, all diminish without limit when Aa?, Ay, A« 
do so. If then du, dx, dy, and dz, denote quantities whose 
absolute magnitudes are undetermined, but whose relative 
magnitudes are those to which Aw, Aaj, Ay, and A^r, respec- 
tively approach as their limits when they are all indefinitely 
diminished, we have 

Having thus established (2), we give an example of its 
application. Since in establishing (2) we had no occasion to 
consider whether x, y, and z, were independent or not, the 
result is universally true, whatever relation be given or sup- 
posed between the variables. If, for example, <f> {x, y, z) is 
always = 0, we have 

o^<^h<^y-' <')• 

Now if ^ (a?, y, «) = is the only equation connecting x, y, 
and z, we may if we please vary x and z without changing y. 
Hence in the preceding investigation Ay = throughout, and 
therefore in (5) c?y = 0; thus we have 

\dx+[^)dz = (6). 

dz _ xcbr) 

\Tz) 

where -r- is the differential coefficient of z, supposing x to 

vary and y to be constant. See Art. 188. 

368. It would occupy too much space if we were to pro- 
ceed further with the subject of differentials. Differential 
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coefficients have been used exclusively in the present work, 
from the conviction that the subject is thus presented in the 
clearest form, and that if some of the operations are thus 
rendered a little longer than they would otherwise be, there 
is at the same time far less liability to error. The equation 
(2) is certainly of great use in applications of the Differential 
Calculus, particularly in the higher parts of the Qeometry of 
Three Dimensions: after the remarks already made, the 
student will probably find Uttle difficulty in those applica- 
tions. Perhaps he may be further assisted by referring to the 
theorem for the expansion of a function of three variables. 
If w = ^ (a?, y, z), we have 

<f>{x + h,y + k,z + t)-^<f>{x,y,z) or Au 

ax ay dz 

where J2 involves squares and products of K, Tc, I. Hence the 
smaller A, k^ 2, are taken, the smaller is the error contained 
in the assertion 

Au^h-j--\-k-j--\-l -T-. 
ax ay dz 

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 
1. Find -J- if u = 8in"V^ — V(^ — ^1 

and V = cos"* {a^a^) — {x^a^ — x^a^r. 

Sx^ 
Result — - 



2a* Vl-a;vl-a;^a* 

2. Find the maxima and minima values of (sin xY^\ 

3. Find the area of the greatest isosceles triangle that can 

be inscribed in a given ellipse, the triangle having its 
vertex coincident with one extremity of the major axis. 

4. APQB is a semicircle whose diameter is AB, and PQ is 

parallel to AB. Draw AQ and BP, and let them meet 
at R : find the position of P and Q so that the triangle 
PQR may be a maximum. 

Result -T-n must be equal to - — - — . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 397 

6. A figure made tip of a rectangle and an isosceles triangle 
is inscribed in a semicircle : determine its dimensions 
so that its area may be a maximum. 
Result The height of the, rectangle naust be half the 
radius of the circle. 

6. Find the cone of least surface, excluding the base, that 

can surround a given sphere. 
Result. The sine of the semi vertical angle = V2--1. 

7. Find the cone of least surface, including the base, that 

can surround a given sphere. 

Result The sine of the semivertical angle = J. 

8. Find the maximum value of cos ^ cos ^ cos -^^ where 

^ + ^ + '^ = TT. 

9. Transform -r-j + -jj by assuming 

X = l^x + mj/, y = l^x + mj/. 
Result {i; + m^) ^, + 2 {1,1, + m^rn^ j^, + (?,'+ »«.') ^. 

10. An equation between three variables contains n arbi- 

trary functions of one of them, and 47i'— » — 1 arbitrary 
constants : shew that generally the equation must be 
diflferentiated at least 4n — 2 times in order that the 
functions and constants may be eliminated. 

11. If Fbe any function of x, y, «, and F' the value of V 

when vu) is substituted for a?, wu for y, and uv for z ; 
then 

,(fF. .^V ^ ,3^V ^ cPF (PF . d^V 

If ,d»F' ,d»F' ,d«r) 

12. If y = e^ + e"**, and z + xe'^ = 0, shew that the general 

term in the value of y when expanded in a series is 

|^{(2n+ir-(2n-ir}. 
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13. Ify«aj+a^(y)+i8<^(y) + , then 

14. If y = « + a?^(y), and y'-^' + x''^(y'), z and z' being 

independent variables, shew that uie general term in 
tiie expansion of /(y, y ) in powers and products of a 
and X is 



c?***^ 



i*«i-t5^^^}l-i'- 



Find the coefficient of a5*aj' in the expansion of 
cos (ay + a'y'), when i/=z+x siny, and y'=« +a?' sin y . 

15. In any curve the part of the tangent between the point 

of contact and the perpendicul^ from the origin on the 

tangent is equal to -7- . 

16. Shew that the equation to the normal at any point of a 

curve may be put under the form 
aZ — xy' — v 
arx cPy 

Shew that this equation is the analytical expression 
of the fact, that if a tangent be drawn to a curve at 
any point P, and in the tangent FT be taken equal to 
the arc PQ and on the same side of P, then the straight 
line QT is ultimately perpendicular to the tangent. 

17. In the ellipse the focal distance cuts the curve at an 

angle, the tangent of which is a mean proportional be- 
tween the tangents of the angles at which the corre- 
sponding diameter and a parallel through the point to 
the transverse axis cut the curve. 

18. If a curve be referred to axes inclined at an angle a to 

each other, shew that the radius of curvature is 






dar 
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19. The equation to a parabola referred to any two tangents 
being (-) + (j-j = 1, shew that the radius of 



vature is —j-—. {ax — 2 cos a ij[ahxy) + 5y]*, where a 

is the inclination of the tangents ; and thence find the 
co-ordinates of the vertex assuming that the curvature 
is a maximum at that point. 

20. If a curve pass through the origin and touch the axis 

of y, the diameter of the circle of curvature is equal 

to the limit of ^ : if it touch the axis of a? the diameter 

^ . a? 
is equal to the limit of — . 

y 

21. If a curve pass through the origin at an inclination a to 

the axis of Xy shew that the diameter of curvature at 

the origin is the limit of — : . Hence, shew 

° a?8ma— ycosa 

that the radius of curvature at the origin of the curve 
^ + 2ay — 2ax = is 2 »j2a. 

22. If ^ be the angle between the tangent and the radius 

vector of a polar curve, shew that the radius of cur- 

. r cosec A 
vature is i , . 

^^ dd 

23. The equations to an epicycloid being 

a: = a (2 cos ^ — cos 20)y 
y = a (2 sin 5 — sin 20), 

8a 
shew that p = — sin - , and that the evolute is an epi- 

cycloid in which the radius of each circle is - . 

3 

24. In the curve y = a;*— 4a?'— 18a;*, find the nature of the 

curve at the points aj = 3, — 1, and f (1 ± V^)- 

26. Shew that the curve y = c"** has points of inflexion when 
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26. In any curve the equation j? + 1 = ^ holds at a jwinc 

of inflexion, and ^ being the angles which the prime 
radius and tangent make respectively with the radius 
vector. 

dv 

27. Is T3 necessarily of the form - at a multiple point ? 

wf 

28. Find the singular points in the curves 

4(a;* + y')==l + 3yJ, 
and y*--2xy + 2a?'-a:* = 0. 

29. Find the nature of the curve 

y+l = 2aj-a?±(2-a?)* 
at the point x^2. 

30. Determine the point of inflexion in the curve 

y = aj»-9a?"+24a?-16. 

31. From the pole of the curve r = Aa^ perpendiculars are 

drawn upon the tangent ; through the points of inter- 
section of the perpendiculars with the tangents, straight 
lines are drawn parallel to the radii vectores : shew 
that the equation to the locus of the ultimate intersec- 
tions of all such straight lines is r = -4 cos a a^*, where 
cot a = log a. 

32. If radii vectores of an equiangular spiral be diameters of 

a series of circles, the locus of the ultimate intersections 
of the circles will be a similar spiral 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROPOSITIONS. 

369. In the present (Chapter we shall investigate various 
propositions which afford valuable illustrations of the prin- 
ciples of the subject and lead to important results. 

370. The following formula is due to Jacobi : 
d""^ (1 - a?')""^ _ , ,,,^ 1.3.5... (2n-l)sinng 

where x = cos ^. This we shall now demonstrate. 
Put y for 1 — a^: we have 






f^ thus by Art. 80 

Also d'f*^_ d'yy'^ ^ 

fj. da?" etc" ' 

'»"* thus by Art. 80 

-igr-y^-^nx-^-nin-l)-^ (2)- 

From (1) and (2) by eliminating ,Ji_, we obtain 

T.D.C. DD 
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Assume that Jacobi's formula is true for a specific value 
of n; differentiate both sides with respect to x : thus 

dy^ , ., 1.3.5... (2n-l) cos wg 

Using this result, and also Jacobi's formula, on the right- 
hand side of (3), we obtain 

(n + 1) -^zr = (- !)• 1 . 3 . 5 . . . (2n + 1) cos ne sin e 

+ (- r/ 1 . 3 . 5 ... (2n+l) sinw^cos^ 

= (-l)*1.3.5... (2n + l)sin(n+l)^; 

therefore ^ = (- !)• ^ .3.5 ... (2n + l)sin(n-H)g^ 
duf" ^ ' n + 1 

This shews that if Jacobi's formula is true for a specific 
value of n it is true for that value increased by unity ; and 
it is obviously true when n = 1, and when n = 2 : therefore it 
is true for any positive integral value of n, 

371. The following proposition is useful in some appli- 
cations of mathematics to natural philosophy : Having given 
that if X varies, it must be such a function of the independent 

dx 
variable t, that -^ = ax, where a is some quantity, not neces- 
sarily constant, which is always finite; and having given 
that X is zero when t is zero: then it will follow that x 
cannot vary, or, in other words, that x is always zero. 

Denote xhy <f> {t). We know by Art. 101 that 

where 6 is some proper fraction. 

In the present case <f> (0) = 0, and ^' {6t) = a^ {0t), where a 
is some finite quantity. Thus we have 

(}>{t) = ta<l>{dt), 

and therefore, if <f> (t) be not zero, 

_ ta4> {0t) 

Digitized by VjOOQ tC 



MISCELLANEOUS PROPOSITIONS. 403 

Bat it is impossible that this result can be universally 
true. For since a is always finite we can take t so smaU 
that ta shall be as small as we please. And, as ^ {t) begins 
with the value zero, if it varies it must at first increase 

numerically with t ; and therefore ^J - cannot be greater 

than unity. Hence the result is inadmissible ; and it follows 
that X cannot vary, or in other words, x is always zero. 

372. The preceding proposition may be extended so as 
to involve any nv/mber of such supposed variables as a? ; we 
will take three for example : Having given that if x, y, and z 
vary, they must be such functions of the independent vari- 
able t, that 

dx . dy 7 . T .7 dz 

_=a,a; + a,y + a^, f^=-Kx + b,y + b,z, j^=c^x + c^y + c^, 

where a^, a^, Og, 6,, ... c, are quantities, not necessarily con- 
stant, which are always finite ; and having given that x, y, 
and z are all zero when t is zero : then it will follow that x, y, 
and z cannot vary, or, in other words, that x, y, and z are 
always zero. 

Denote x by (f>{t), y by ylr(t)y and z by xi*)- Then, as in 
the preceding Article, we have 

<f>(t)^t K<^ {et)-va,^{et) 4- a^iOt)] : 

and therefore if ^ {t) be not zero we have 






1= 

and in like manner we deduce two other similar results. 

But it is impossible that these results can be universally 
true. For suppose t indefinitely small, and let (f> (t) be not less 
than either i/r(i) or x(f)' Then the first of the three results 
asserts that unity is equal to an indefinitely small quantity. 
Hence the results are inadmissible ; and it follows that x, y, 
and z cannot vary, or, in other words, that x, y, and ^ are 
always zero. 

DD2 
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373. We have already given two forms for the remainder 
after n + 1 terms of an expansion by Taylor's Theorem ; see 
Arts. 93 and 110: these two forms, and others, may be 
deduced from one general expression which we will now 
investigate. 

Let <f> (x) and -^ (a;) be two functions of x which remain 
continuous, as also their differential coefficients between the 
values a and a + A of the variable x ; suppose also that be- 
tween these values the differential coefficient '^'{x) does not 
vanish : then by Art. 98 

<l>{a + h)-4>(a) _ 4>'(a+0h) ,. 

^(a + A)-^(a) yfr'{a + 0h) ^ ^' 

where 6 is some proper fraction. 

Denote by <t> (x) the function 

Fia + h)-F{x)^{a + h^x)F\x)'...^ ^'''^^^'^''^^ F''(x); 

and denote by '^(x) the function 

f(a + h)-f{x)-(a + h-x)f'(x)-...-^^±^^f^{x). 

We assume that F{x) and all its differential coefficients 
up to i^*'*"^(x) inclusive are continuous while x lies between 
the values a and a + A; as also /(a?) and all its differential 
coefficients up to f^^ (x) inclusive : moreover we assume that- 
f^^ {x) does not vanish between these values. 

Now ^'(a,)=_ii±^V-«(x), 

and ^» = _ii±^>(,); 

also ^(a + A) = 0, and '^(a + A)=0: 

thus we have from (1) 

W{^~[n^ ' f^'(fl + eh)' 
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Multiply by -^(a), and put for ^(a) and -^(a) their values; 
then 

-where -B = 

(2). 

This is a general expression for It, the remainder after w + 1 
terms of the expansion o{F(a + h) by Taylor's Theorem. 

For a particular case take/(a;) = (x — a)'^^, where p is any 
positive number which is not less than q ; then all the con- 
ditions with respect tof{x) are satisfied: and we have 

/(a) = 0. /'(a.) = 0, .../'(a)=0, 
f{a + h)=7ir\ 
and J^\a + eh) = {p-{-\)p...{p-q+l){eh)'-'. 
Hence 

'^"tiL en {p+i)p...{p-q+i) '''*^* 

In the particular case in which p = qyre have from (3) 

^_ {i -e)'^hr*'F'''(a+ eh) 

^~ {p + l)\jn W- 

K in (4) we put p = n we have Lagrange's form of the 
remainder, which is given in Art. 92 ; if in (4) we put ^ = 
we have Cauchy's fonn of the remainder, which is given 
in Art. 110. 

Other particular forms may be readily obtained. Thus in 
(.3) put J = ; then since [0 must be replaced by unity we 
have 

e'{p+\)\n 
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Again, in the general expression (2) leif{x)^F*{x), and 
q^0\ then 

Vr(x)=J^"(a + A)-ir*(a:), 

and assuming that F*^^ (x) does not vanish between the 
values a and a + A, we have 

In (2) put g — ; thus 

■» =-V^ 1-^^'* "^ ^ "-^^"^ ) /'ia + 0h) ' 
Mimoirea de VAcadSmie... de Montpellier, Vol. 5, 1861. ..1863. 

374. Expand V(l — ^*) • sin"^a? in powers of x. 
Assume a/{1 —a?*) .siu'^x = A^-^A^x + A^ + A^x* + ... 
Diflferentiate both sides with respect to x ; thus 
l---^0^^=A-\^2A,x + ...+rA,ar^+..., 

that is 1 - j-^ {A^ + A^x + A^*+ ...) 

= Jj + 2^ja?+ ... + rJ^*^' + ... ; 
therefore 1 - a?'— a; (-4^ + -4^0; + u4^'+ ...) 

=^{A^ + 2A^+... + rAX'^ + ...)(l'-x^. 

Equate the coefficients of a?*" ; thus if r be greater than 2 
we have 

-J^, = (r + l)^,^,-(r-l)A.„ 

therefore (^ - 2) ^^.^ = (r + 1) ^^^j. 

Also we can see by expanding a/ {I — a?) and sin"* x and 
forming their product that 
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hence A^y A^j -4,, ... vanish, 

and J. = ?j^ = __^, 

. _4 . _ 2.4 
A-7A 375^7 



Put for sin"* x ; thus we deduce 

See Quarterly Journal of Mathematics, Vol. 6, page 23. 

375. Let (f){x) denote ar"+i)ia;""*-fp2«"~*,+ ---+i>n-i^+Pn» 
where n is a positive integer. It is required to determine 
the coefficients i)j, Pg* •••?« ^^ *^^* ^'^^ numerically greatest 
value of <!> {x) between the given limits — k and h for x shall 
be as small as possible. 

If we give a geometrical form to the problem, we may say 
that the curve y = <f>{x) between the limits — h and h is to 
deviate as little as possible from the axis of x. 

The maxima and minima values of <^ (x) will be deter^ 
mined by the equation <f> {x) = 0, which is of the (n — 1)*** de- 
gree ; and therefore there cannot be more than ti — 1 of such 
values. These values, together with the values of <^ {x) when 
a? = — A, and when a? = A, will be called extreme values. 

376. Now we admit as sufficiently obvious that there 
must be some definite values of the coefficients in <f> (a?) which 
solve the problem ; and we shall first shew that there must 
be w + 1 extreme values all numerically equal 

Suppose, for instance, that w = 3 ; then there must be 4 
extreme values all numerically equal. 

For if possible suppose that there are only 3 extreme values 
of <^ {x) all numerically equal ; namely, corresponding to the 
values ajj, a?j, and x^ of x. Let -^ {x) denote the expression 
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and suppose ^^» ^,, and /i, to be infinitesimal constants, 
which are determined so that ^ (x) and -^ {x) may have con- 
trary si^s when x=^x^j when x = a?,, and when a? = a?3 : this 
can obviously be done. For instance, the sign of /t, must be 

contrary to the sign of ^ ^w \ • Then ^ {x) +'^(a?) 

differs only infinitesimally from ^ (x) ; btlt when ^ (x) has its 
extreme values <l>(x)+yf' {x) is numerically less than ^ {x) : 
and so ^ (a?) + 4* (^) deviates less from zero than ^ («) does. 
Moreover the coefficient of a;* in ^ (x) +'^{x) is unity; so 
that <l>{x) + y^ {x) is an expression of the proper form. It 
follows therefore that ^ (x) cannot be such as the problem 
requires. 

The preceding argument will perhaps be more readily 
understood when presented in a geometrical form. The curve 
y = ^(a?)+'^ (a?) is indefinitely close to the curvey = ^(a;); 
but where the latter curve deviates most from the axis 
of X the former curve is nearer to the axis of x : and thus 
the former curve deviates less from the axis of x than the 
latter curve. 

In the same way we may treat the case in which ^ {x) 
has only 2 extreme values numerically equal and numerically 
greater than any other value; or the case in which the 
numerically greatest value of ^ \x) is unique. 

The considerations which we have thus employed when 
n = 3 are applicable whatever may be the value of n. 

Hence, as we have said, to solve the problem the coeffi- 
cients in <l> {x) must be determined so that ^ {x) may have 
w + 1 extreme values all numerically equal 

377. Let k denote the extreme numerical value of ^ (a?) ; 
then we have shewn that the equation 

{<^(x)l«-&'=0 (1) 

mast have n + 1 values trhich also satisfy the equation 

(a:'-A')f(a;) = (2). 
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Let the n + l values be denoted by x^, a?,,... x^^, besides 
— h and h. We shall shew that any one of the former n — 1 
roots of (1) occurs twice in (1). For the derived equation 
of (1) is 

2<l>'{x)<f>{x)=0 (3); 

and any one of the values x^,x^,... a?^, is by supposition a 
root of the equation <t>{x) = 0, and so satisfies (3). 

Hence we have by the Theory of Equations 

{<!> {x)Y^j^^ (x«- h') {x^x,)\x^x,y... {x^x^,y. 

But by supposition the roots of the equation ^'(a?) = are 
j7j, a?j, ... x^^'y hence 

^'(a?) = n (aj-a?J {x-x;} ... (oj- a?^J ; 

therefore {.^(a.)}««i»=MMl!^Z:^ (4). 

Differentiate (4) with respect to x ; thus we get 

n*^ (as) = x4,' {x) + {a?-h*) <}>"{x) (5). 

From (5) by equating the coefficients of of, a;*"', af^, ... we 
shall be able to determine in succession p,, p,, ;>,,... For 
thus we have 

n* = n + n (n — 1), 

• n'p^=(n-l)p,+ {n-l){n~2)p^, 

w'i'g = (« - 2) i>, + (n - 2) (n - 3) p,- » (w - 1) A», 

«*?. = (n - 3) 1>, + (» - 3) (» - 4) J), - (n - 1) (n - 2) A»j)j, 

n'p, = (n-i)p^+{n- 4) (n -5)p,-{n- 2) (n - 3) K'p^, 

and so on. 

rvu A "** A («-3)^'P. 
Thus p, = 0, i>, = — -, p, = 0, p, = -^ 8^'- 

Therefore ^(a;) = a^-nar'^ + ^^^5Z:^ar*^ 

jj *" i*"*" w- 
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378. If in the identity at the top of page 120 we put 

A* 
4<a -^ we shall obtain 

{x + V(«'- hX + {« - V(ai* - A*)}" 
hence we infer that 

^^^)j-^^{^-hr\[-^^^-^')Y (7), 

and this may be verified by shewing that this value of ^ (a?) 
satisfies equation (5). 

A* 
By putting a? = A we find that k = ^^^=1 . 

Assume t = cos 6y which is of course allowable so long as 
X is not numerically greater than A. 

Then [x ± >J{a? - A*)}* = A" {cos ^ ± V^ sin 6^ 

= A" {cos «^ ± V - I sinn^} ; 

thus ^(«)=— 2^=1— ; 

that is so long as x lies between — A and A we have 

^(^) ~^cosnfcos"*-7J = &cosn|co3'^yj . 

379. The last result may also be obtained from (4). For 
put <t>{x)='z; then (4) gives 

therefore - -^"--^ = "T^p^) |- 

,.„Goog,e J 
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Hence since — 777^ ^^ is the differential coefficient of 

»J{h —or) 

n cos"* T with respect to x, and — 7(p_ ' -a zr ^ *^® differen- 
tial coefficient of cos"*t "with respect to a?; it follows by 
Art. 102 that 

n cos~^ V = cos"* r+ G> 
h h 

where C denotes some constant quantity. Hence 

T = cos in cos~* T — C' ) . 

But by hypothesis z must be numerically equal to h when 
X is equal to h ; and thus G must be some multiple of tt ; 

and therefore cos fticos'^v— C] is numerically equal to 

cos n (cos"* T ) • This gives the required result. 

The problem of Arts. 375... 379 is also solved in Bertrand's 
Calcul Diff&entielf pages 5 1 2 ... 5 1 9. 

380. We have sometimes to determme the value of -,- 

ax 

from an equation <]> {x, y) = 0, when x and y are such that 

, * ^^ and ^^ *^^ vanish ; for instance, we have to do so 

when we are finding the directions of the tangents at a mul- 
tiple point of a curve. The method of Art. 191 is liable to 
the objection which is there stated. In Art. 195 another 
method is given for the case in which a; = and y = are the 
values under consideration. It is easy to make the latter 
method applicable for any values of x and y; by a process 
which is geometrically equivalent to transferring the origin 
of co-ordinates to the multiple point which may be supposed 
to be under consideration. 

Suppose that a? = a and y = 6 are the values to be con- 
sidered. Put a + A for a;, and y + A; for y. Then the equa- 
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tion becomes^ (a + A, 6 + &)«=0. Now expand ^ (a + A, b + Jc) 
by Chapter Xiv. Suppose that every dififerentiaJ coefficient 

—^^y^ vanishes when x^asxidyssh, so long as r + t is 

less than n. Then we may denote the expansion symbolically 
thus: 

where u stands for ^(a?, y) and v for ^{x-^Oh, y-^-6k\ 
being some proper fraction ; and after the differentiations 
have l^n performed we are to put x^a and y = 6. 

Now if we suppose h and h indefinitely small we have ulti- 
mately for determining the ratio of i to A an equation which 
may be expressed symbolically thus : 

or more explicitly thus : 

where after the differentiations have been performed we are 
to put a; = a and y = J. 

It is obvious, as in Art. 195, that when h and h are indefi- 
nitely small T coincides in meaning with ^ for the case in 
which a? = a and y = J. 

381. As an example of the preceding Article suppose 
we have the equation a;y — c'(c — a?)* (c* + «?*) = 0. Here 

when a; = c and y =; we have t- = and ;t- = ; also then 

--_ = - 4c*, , ^ = 0, and ^^ = 2c\ Thus we obtain 
ax* dxdy drf 

-A'4c*+F2c* = 0; 

k 

therefore 7 = ± V2. 

n 
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382. The remarks which we shall now give will illustrate an 
instructive mode of considering the singular points of curves. 
It will be seen that in eflfect we transfer the origin to the 
point to be examined, and then employ polar co-ordinates. 

383. Suppose that from any point of a curve as centre a 
circle is described with an infinitesimal radius ; then by the 
aid of diagrams the following statements become obvious : 

If the point is an ordinary point the circle cuts the curve at 
two points, and the radii of the circle drawn to the two points 
include an angle which differs infinitesimally from two right 
angles. 

If the point is a singular point we have other results which 
depend on the nature of the singularity. 

If the point is a conjugate point the circle does not cut the 
curve. 

If the point be a point darrit the circle cuts the curve at 
only one point. 

K the point is a cusp the circle cuts the curve at two 
points ; but the radii of the circle drawn to the two points 
include an infinitesimal angle. 

If the point is a point saillant the circle cuts the curve at 
two points; but the radii of the circle drawn to the two 
points include an angle which is neither infinitesimal nor 
infinitesimally different from two right angles. 

If the point is a multiple point the circle cuts the curve 
at more than two points. 

384. Now suppose that (f> {x, y) = is the equation to the 
curve in a rational form. Let a and t/ be the co-ordinates of 
a point on the curve ; and let x-^h and y + khe the co-ordi- 
nates of any adjacent point. 

Since ^ (x, y) = 0, we have, by Chapter xiv., 
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here A, B, C, D, E bxq certain differential coefficients of 
<l> {x, y) ; and R may be symbolically expressed as 

where v denotes ^ (a; + tA, y + tk), and t is some proper frac- 
tion. 

Let us suppose that A and B are not both zero ; assume 
^=JCsin7, and £ = ^0037; also put rcos^for h and 
r sin ^ for h Then the equation ^ (a? + A, y + A;) = becomes 

^sin (7 + ^ + 1 1 (7 cos'^ + 2i7 sin e cos ^ + J? sin'^l 

+ - = (1). 

It is obvious that when r is infinitesimal — is also in- 

finitesimal; and that the above equation is satisfied by a 
value of 6 for which 7 -I- ^ is infinitesimal, and by a value 
of 6 for which 7 + ^ is infinitesimally different from tt ; 
and by no other value of 6 except such as differ from these by 
a multiple of 27r. Hence we have an ordinary point of the 
curve. Therefore for a singular point it is necessary that 
-4 = and J9 = 0. 

Suppose then that -4 = and 5 = 0. The equation (1) 
reduces to 

i?cos«e|taii»^+?^taiie+|l + ^ = (2). 

385. Suppose that i>' is greater than CE\ then we know 

2D G 

that tan' ^ + -^ tan ■\--p can be resolved into real factors ; 

and so may be expressed as (tan^ — tana) (tan ^ — tan /8): 
and a and Js may be supposed to lie between and tt. Thus 
the equation becomes 

97? 
Eco^^e (tan e - tan a) (tan ^- tan^S) + ^ = (3). 
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Now -a is infinitesimal when r is ; therefore, denoting by 

rj an infinitesimal angle, we see that (3) has four different 
solutions for 6, namely, one between a — 17 and a + ^, one 
between y8 — 17 and )84-^, one between 7r + a— ^ and ir-\-a^-v, 
and one between tt + y8 — 17 and tt + /8 + 77. Thus the singular 
. point is a double point, the tangents at the point being in- 
clined at angles a and ^ respectively to the axis of x. 

386. Next suppose that i>' is less than CE; then we 
^shall find that the infinitesimal circle does not cut the curve, 
and so the singular point is a conjugate point. 

387. Finally, suppose that 2)*= GE\ then equation (2) 
takes the form 

J5;cos'e(tan^-tana)*+ — = (4): 

the discussion of this form is rather complex, and we will 
only briefiy indicate the results. 

a 

Suppose that -^ is negative when 6 is indefinitely near 

to a. Then denoting by tj an infinitesimal angle we see that 
(4) has two solutions for ^, namely, one between a — 'J7 and a, 

and one between a + ^ and a. The sign of -^ when 6 is 

indefinitely near to tt + a will in general be contrary to the 
sign when d is indefinitely near to a, because R is in general 
a function of the third degree in cos d and sin 0, when r is 
small enough ; and so there is no solution of (4) in this case 
besides the two already noticed. Hence the infinitesimal 
circle cuts the curve at two points, and only at two ; and the 
radii of the circle drawn to the two points include an in- 
finitesimal angle. Therefore the singular point is a cusp; the 
tangent at the cusp is inclined to the axis of x at an angle a, 
and the two branches are on opposite sides of the tangent 

JD 

Similarly if -^ is positive when 6 is indefinitely near to a 

we have in general a cusp of the first kind as before; the 
tangent at the cusp is now inclined to the axis of a; at an 
angle 7r + a. 
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But it may happen that B itself changes sign when Is 
indefinitely near to a or to tt + a ; and then our conclusion 
as to a cusp of the first kind does not hold. We should have 
in such a case to make a closer examination, and in general it 
would be necessary to extend our expansion of <f> {x+h, y+k), 
and instead of li to have terms which may be expressed as 

where t represents a proper fraction. 

388. Moreover if C, D, and E all vanish at the point 
{x, y), we should have to use this extended form of the ex- 
pansion of (f>{x + h,y + k) in order to determine the nature 
of the singularity. 



MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

1. If a semicircle roll along a straight line, the curve to 

which its diameter is always a tangent is a cycloid. 

2. If a cycloid roU aloDg a straight line, the equation to 

the curve which its base touches is 



fe=h©'}{-©T- 



A series of circles is described having their centres on an 
equilateral hyperbola and passing through its centre, 
shew that the locus of their ultimate intersections will 
be a lemniscate. 

Examine the nature of the following curves at the origin: 
y* + 2ay'ir + a:* - Sooj* = 0, 

"a *^ 

y^'^ixy {ay — hcc) — aj*s* 0, 
j/'-\'af^2aWy. 
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6. Trace the curve ajV+(^'*"^') (^ — J') = 0, and shew 
that the breadth of each closed poi-tion is twice as great 
in the direction of y as in that of x. Shew also that 
when h approaches a as its limit, each of these portions 
is ultimately similar to an ellipse. 

6. Trace the curve (aj'-ay+Cy*- jy = aS Shew that 

when 6 = a it reduces to two ellipses. 

7. If a conic section whose focus is at the pole of a given 

curve have with the curve a contact of the second 
order at the point (w, 6) the equation to the conic sec- 
tion will be 

!du ] 
(10 I d% 

8. A given curve rolls on a straight line, explain the 

method of finding the locus of the centre of curva- 
ture at the point of contact of the curve and straight 
line. 

If the rolling curve be an equiangular spiral the re- 
quired locus will be a straight line; if a cycloid a 
circle ; and if a catenary a parabola. 

9. Eight-angled triangles are inscribed in a circle : if one 

of the sides containing the right angle pass through 
a fixed point, find the curve to which the other is 
always a tangent. 

Result. (f{a? + i^) = {a'-^h^-c*-ax-bi/)\ 

where a and b are the co-ordinates of the centre of the 
given circle and c its radius, the fixed point being the 
origin. 

10. Determine the equation to the envelop of all the equi- 
lateral hyperbolas which have a common centre and 
cut .at right angles the same straight line. 

BesuU. aj' + 3 {axy)^ - y' + a' = 0, 

where a = a represents the given straight line. 

T. D. C. E E 
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11. Und the envelop of the axis of a parabola having a 

focal chord given in position and magnitude. 

Result fl?' + y' = c' ; the origin being the middle 
point of the given chord, and one of the axes coinciding 
with that chord. 

12. A system of ellipses is described such that each ellipse 

touches two rectangular axes, to which its axes are 
parallel, and that the rectangle under the axes of 
the ellipse is constant: shew that each ellipse is 
touched by two rectangular hyperbolas, the rectangle 
under the transverse axes of which is equal to 3ie 
rectangle under the axes of any one of the ellipses. 

13. A, B, are the centres of two equal circles, and AP, BQ, 

are two radii which are always perpendicular to each 
other : find the curve which is always touched by the 
right line PQ, and explain the result when 

AB' = 2AP'. 

14. Tittce the following curves : 

«:*— ajy' + oy'ssO, 

a (^+ 7xV+ 7a?y* + y") - a:*/ = 0, 

ary' + oa:^ — a* = 0, 

y' {x - 2a) - oj* + a' = 0, 

y - ax'^y - Ixy" + a;' = 0, 

y'-5aa;»t/" + aj' = 0, 

y*(a + a?)=iB'(a-a?), 
y = a^"*, 
y-e-VCa:*-!), 
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e^'=siii-, 
a 

r^ sin ^ = a' cos 2^, 

15. 8 and -5" are two fixed points, and a curve is described 

such that, if P be any point in it the rectangle con- 
tained by /SP and IIP is constant: shew that the 
straight lines drawn from 8 at right angles to 8P and 
from R at right angles to HP meet the tangent at P at 
points equidistant from P, 

16. If/(-, ^j be a rational homogeneous function of-, % 

of n dimensions, shew that the envelop of the curves 

represented by the equation /(-, |j = 1, under the 

condition ob = constant, consists in general of n rect- 
angular hyperbolae having the axes as asymptotes. 

17. If any quadrilateral ABCD change its form, its sides 

remaining constant, shew that the variations of the 
angles A, P, (7, D are ultimately in the same ratio as 
the areas of the triangles POP, CD A, DAB, ABC. 

18. In Art. 274, if p = 7i — 1, we have approximately when 

X and y are very large 

y--a +- where & = -^»^- • 
^-/*i + ^» wliere(>- ^, ^^ 

shew that if q=n^2, we have by continuing the 
approximation 

Hence shew that in general the two extremities of 
the rectilinear asymptote are on opposite sides of the 
C!irve. 
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19. In Art 275, if p = n — 1, we have approximately when 
X and y are very large 

shew that if j = n — 2, we have by continuing the 
approximation 

X '^^ \xj X x^ 
where B=-%^,-Q$4, 

».) 



20. K (a, ^) be a point of the curve ^ {x, y) = through 

which pass n tangents, shew that the locus of all the 
tangents at that point is expressed by 

{(-«)|+(y-^)|}"^(^y3)=o. 

21. Shew that the theorem of Art. 91 will hold even if (f/ {x) 

is infinite when x=a or when x=b. Give a geo- 
metrical illustration. 

22. Shew that the theorem of Art. 98 will hold even if F' (x) 

or /' (a;) is infinite when a; = a or when aj = a + A. 

23. Shew that the formula (3) of Art. 373 will hold provided 

^ + 1 is not less than q. 

24. Obtain from (3) of Art. 373 the result 

1.3.5... (2cf+l)L» 
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